.}l:_l._wi;iled POWs unless noted otherwise.
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Private meetings, U.S.-North Vietnam, as given in Nixon addr
filed Nix Ad 26 Jan 72.

31 May 71 -
26 Jun 71 -

12 Jul 71 -
(26 Jul 71)-

16 Aug 71 -

13 Aug 71 -
(11 Oct T71)-

(25 0ct T71)-
(17 Nov 71)-

(25 Jan 72)-

o never had a response.
& 8 Nov 71 = Gen. Lavelle begins unauthorized bombing in Nort]

Dates of private U.S.-North Vietnamese meetings as given by Ki
26 Jan 72; filed Nix Ad 27 Jan 7T2.

1969
1970

1971 31 May
26 Jun
12 Jul
26 Jul
16 Aug
13 Sep

vee also article by Don Oberdorfer, "Kissinger Played Major I
Talks," Washington Post 27 Jun 72, filed POWs.

dates not given 6 meetings

U.S, offers to agree to deadline for withdrawal

Offer rejected by North Vietnamese; they propos
open meeting,1 Jul 71, offer 7-point Vietcong pl

Kissinger asks which plan should be responded tol

9-point plan because it covers all Indochina, i&
public Vietcong 7-point plan is limited to Vietn:

Listed by Kissinger; possibly reply above was g
U.o, offers new plan.
Offer rejected by North Vietnamese.

Nixon sends private message to North Vietnamese
urges meeting 1 Nov between Kissinger myxiuikex :
appropriate official from Hanoi." '

North Vietnamese suggest 20 Nov 71.

North Vietnamese say Tho is ill; U.S. offers to
recovers, or immediately with "any other authori
from Hanoi."

AkESXRERIprepoxat Nixon announces terms of
by Kissinger as "essentially the proposal we mad

continued until 8 Mar 72.

1969
1970

1971 6 meetings

ess of 25 Jan 72; text

of all U.S. forces.

e O-point plan; at
m.

(n date given)
They say/private

luding Laos and Cambodia;
BIN .

iven on this date?

containing new elements;
and Tho or "other

meet Tho as soon as he
red leader who could come

new proposal, described
2 Oct 11, to which we have

h Vietnam, which is

>

ssinger in press conference,

ole in '68 Bombing Halt,

YN
)



See Entry under date of 8 lMar 72, on unauthorized
bombing of North Vietnam which began 8 Nov 71.

(Seymour Hersh, NYTimes 18 Sep 72, gives date
as 7 and 8 Nov T1.3 Filed Nix Ad/Lavelle.)

" ..... As [Gen.] Lavelle saw it, the men
under him were obliged to carry out his orders, but he
felt free to defy, or 'interpret' the orders of his
commander-in-chief, the President, and his other
superiors, as he plessed - not knowing, incidentally,
that precisely®at the time he started the bombing,
the President had Henry Kissinger trying to open up
peace negotiations with Le Duc Tho of North Vietnam iy
Paris."

James Reston, New Orleans States-
Item, 15 Jun 72 - £iFed 7#/8 F/LE
Nir#d—-arette)

w‘:’bﬁy; TUA 85, 1 F o~ )2

~NEx &y (canmriE)

memo on

*See/dates of private U.S.-Vietnamese meetings, as
given by Nixon in address 26 Jan 72.

"On November 8, the first day of the raids cited by
Gemeneral [John D.| Ryan and at s time when the United
States was gwaiting a reply on talks from Hanol, three
North Vietnamese airfields were hit in what Pentagon sources
say were unauthorized attacks.”

SFChronicle, Washington Post Sve.,
16 Jun 72, filed Nix Ad (Lavelle)

©



Xuan Thuy, chief of North Vietnamese delegation
in Paris, meets for two hours with former Rmmk
foreign minister of South Vietnam, Tran Van Do.

The meeting, mmx confirmed 23 Feb 72 by both
the North Vietnamese delegation and Mr. Do, is
"believed to have been the first private North-
South contact to be made public since the peace talks
began in 1967." "The South Veitnamese delegation
would not directly confirm that Mr. Do had acted on
behalf of President Thieu's Govermment but pointed
to President Thieu's statement last month [Jan 72]
saying he had asked some South Vietnamese to
establish contact with the Communists." Mr. Do,
BRixesxpdxFekx IRy r X edx PO
imxteieghenexinkerview 23 Feb 72, says [from
Saigon? - unclear] the meeting had accomplished
nothing.

0 Dec T1
P% Feb T72).

—~

NiTimes 24 Feb 72, filed POWs

?or
accuccd

- rally in near Versa to
Nressure ! o

o
ure oOil

organi :i»w a

place ! Wuio.

Hiltines 11 '_’:A‘.f'}b 7

to hold

rould




on or othe

Kissinger,
1. Hopers o
Horth Victnamese

1, 10 Teb

WO"'Q.
fered no s
in
ATy (

official

Americans

arrive in Peliing a
PTSN U,
i.‘pﬁf)l v LOY
IO
l’e'l-.;inglj .

AT onolulu da
Miled lix Ad

21

stary of State
,o uald in response *o newsnen's
U.d. government has no confirmation
Tue Tho, the Lanoi official who
tions with presidential adviser

vise
day before

speculation that
14 be meeting with

£

LRI AR

teline? -~ check), Teb />

18

to 28 Feb. |




Lieut. Gen. Nguyen Chanh Thi, whose ouster

as commander of Military R™gion I in the northern
part:of South Vietnam touched off the Buddhist riots
in 1966, and who had been living in exile in Washington
for six years, returns to Saigon; is forbidden to
leave plane, on personal order of President Thieu, "who
apparently feared he might become a focus for increased
opposition."  Plane is ordered to take off with only
Gen. Thi as a passenger.* In Washington, American
officials say Gen. ®wis Thi is being flown to Guam and
then to Honolulu; his diplomatic passport had expired
31 Dec [71?] but he could be permitted to enter ¥ the
United States as a pdlitical refugee; officials say
"we are checking on his status."

NYTimes 24 Feb 72

PA A =3
*Plane is a-Beedng, 747 jet, and was forced to leave
behind 189 American soldiers to have been flown %m
ke out on leave.

North Vietnamese delegation in Paris(maké public

the fact that Xuan Thuy, chief of North Vietnamese
delegation in Paris, had held private two-hour
discussion with Tran Van Do, former foreign minister
of South Vietnam, 19 Dec 71. See entry for that
date.

NYTimes 24 Feb 72, filed POWs -

23 Feb 72, Saigon time

23 Feb 72, Paris time




Paris (uhdated} ~ MYorth Vietnam and the
Viet 'Cong staged an unprecedented walkout at the Véitpam
peace t:lks today in protest against recent U.3. bombings
of North Vibtnam. It was the first time in the three-
year history of the tal* thet a delegation had walked
out after a session started :
AP, SFExaminer 24 Peb T2

‘ﬁe?oro final banquet in Pelidng, hosted
mfﬁtwn,hCA'*JAmlnetpnw“W~vTorabmm an hour,
although they had originally planned on three hdur

' no satisfactory explanation given for the change

Max Franhol,¥miL1“ §3 Peliingy st FtS
: :drnOU;fwauﬂlﬂf on F Pelding

i

Filed Chins file
7s Lixon met viﬁh

orth a

our'

:‘JO rren

, pendents at banquet
cooLLe ss' dn «

contrast to M"expansive frie
hou banguet and other occasions, and s
ulr;lculty had arisen.
Vax irrankel, Peldng, TTimes 26 Feb 72
L. doss; Peking (undated),
iner 26 Teb 72
China file

course of +he moal
or u Oow! 25

Assuming dinner began at
7 p.m. Peking time 25 Feb, meeting would have taken
place before this time - or before 11, a.m. P
time 25 Feb, :

s last main
vas clearcd precisely at 9 p.ou

of &7 k.4
s Voade L2
wew York time.
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Assistant Secretary of State Marshall Green
Lon an 11-nation tour to brief Asasn nations on
Nizon's talls with Chinese leaders |"dmbiweredczciektor
xoxcﬁmzsidéntcﬁgﬂg@nxﬁanx@hmﬁrxymstexdayx@ﬁcﬁax@xan&c

xaxsnc&dxhimxékciothmoﬁniés&xﬁtaﬁexcﬁe&c&okcmcdexamgxe@cret.
# "assured President Thieu that 'there had been no.
secret contacts between the United States and Horth
Vietnam under any form and by any persons during the )
Chine visit.' Many people here [Saigon] had speculated
that I, lixzon or Henry A, Kiscinger ... had met secretly
in Peking with Horth Vietnamese leaders. ‘

"Mr. Thieu's nephew and closest political
confidant, Hoang Duc Nha, who went Ho Washington last week
to learn details of lr, Nixo_'s trip, has reportedly
arrived in Paris. The'e was speculation in Saggon that

former Foreign HMinister Tran Van Do did last December."
H = TN § I g Ry g . 1
{vce 24 N¥Times 24 Dec 71, filed POVs. |
Foz Butterfield, NYTimes 7 Mar 72 -
£iled Mix Ad '

P
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Vietnamesc
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Hr. Nha might try to get in touch with the North Vietnamese,

7y
7 ilar Paris time




<)

During tie period between 8 lov 71 and
S Mar 72, Gen. John Lavelle (commander of U.S. air
forces in Vietnam), igonoring official policy,
ordercd 28 missions involving 147 striles by individual
planes against unauthorized targets in Yiekrax
North Vietnam, calling them protective reaction
strikes. During that time the Jort: Vietnamese
repeatedly insisted that the U.S. was engaging in such
bombing, and Administration spokesmen vigorously denied
it.

Transcript, KPFA lews, £xIw 12 Jun 72
filed Indeehimn -,  ap Cin vc'zus)

' . ~NL
5 iorth Vietnam and ¥ret—tong
(Parig, 15 kHar - lorth Vietnam an toong
scree to scosion 16 Iir,#= and meeting takes place. |
O“v, ~ [S1SFOTS MR X 5 . : ; P
AP ris, in ¥Times 16 liar

@

8 BEzr 72 (Vietnam time?)

72

15 lar Paris time
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Paris, Murch 235 - The United States declared
an indefinite suspension of the Paris peace conference
on Vietnam today |because other side shoved no
willingness for "serious discussicns” |. \

John L. Hess, INYTimes 24 ¥ar

Transcri
of tyibg_

pt, Nixon press conference on
suspension

"1‘1

b “ 5 e
Jilime Sy D ar

Paris - ..... Mme. Binh, the Vietcong Foreign
returned to Paris after a seven-month
absence from negotiations here, ready to proclaim a
"free" South Vietnam regime. But the day before her
return the United States broke off negotiations. .....
C.L. Sulzberger, NYTimes 19 Apr 72
kks%eé—iﬁ—e%eef?%——Peﬁ*fIiEﬁas
filed—Indechima/Comment;—but—Tamot
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Hong Yong, iarch 29 (Reuters) - North Vietnam 28, 29 la
has callcd on the finite: States to ntvrn to the Paris
pvaoe conference, i s T ¢ Horth Vietnamese Foreign

Hinistry in a stuterent yesterday, distributed by | the

ist
official .lorth Vietnamese press agency | todaJ b~ll the
aferenc

United State

i .
"

P g " ¥ ") Tart+h 3 N e +- T Tl S -
Paris, ..arch 29 - dorth Vietnam said today that 29 iar, Prris time
L LR O R - SR L TS+l Qdmdme T - D
it was waiting for the Unived States to take the
- T 3 ST T g | ¥ g T A
nitiative in rosuming the stalled -cace talks here.

._*."J.mc:), 30 It 72

2
. v
; whon - a.... liews noted thot the 50 Mar, Jout': ¥ietnamese time
ive bvegan on . 'ﬂc‘w 50, South namese tine ....

IiTimes Uve, in SFChronicle 14 Apr 72




A, & infantry
with heavy q'v‘;*.illc:z"v U3 coke through the western
corner of Couth Line below the

Demilitarized 7onp todey and wushed the defenders bacis

toward ‘uantri, 1u ﬁ37€° below the Dild. ....s
:*, 31 Moy 72

£ d Indochins

]

of Tensivg

t Nixon's

Washington, April 13 - President
secret April 1 offer to resume negotiations with the
Horth Vietnamese “e*\-ortadly included a major condition:
that lienoi suspend its new offensive against South
Vietnam, .

evee [The State Department spokesman,
Robert J. iicCloskey| said it was an ‘'allowable conclusion'
that the United Staztes hoped th:t the rort Vietnamese
would call off their drive, then under way one day,
in response to the vote.

: Other officials. expressed the view, however,
that the note was desiymed more to provide Prosident
xon with an auVuJCG defense against criticism of his
to suswvend the Paris negotiations and
ify Anerican bo bing in the war zone.

Terence Smith, NTimes 14 Apr 77(
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Saigo o, llonday ril 5 ~ South Vietnanese
Torces abandoned the northern half of Guantri Province
.0rth Vietna force, estimated at 12,000 to
b men, that was still advencing southward
esteroa7 benind tanics intense artillory barrages.
A cloud cover hes mede American and South 4¢Lt“&ﬂﬁ"
bormbing ineffective since Thursday |30 linr. Saigon

t
{
}
Lo

> only south Vietnancse positions still
> norther part of the province last night
city, duantri city, and the Cuantri
211l reported under heavy attaclk.
Craig . Uhitney. Times 3 Apr 72
¥iled Indochina

4 TV Ay e
were at borgl
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o

Paris - (UPI) — North Vietnan said rcsterday that
Precident Iiizon oifered secretly to resume negotiations at

S
talxs, but tool back his offer

the stalled
after lanoi had accept i F
e LThP sta cment by the lanol delegation to

s | acknowledged ranoi received a privote message
from the U.S. delegation offering to resume the
i1
44

ot H-

o)

once last Thumsday [17 Apr|.

h
C)

COJ'I

Bee v

The lorth Vietnamese responded favorably on
April 6, the ststement said, but on the same day
received a second American mescage, acsin through
private channels, canceling the offer.

The Hanoi statement did not male clear if
the canccllation came after or before the Horth
Vietnamcse message of acceptance was relayed to the
American delegation.

U.S. Ambascador William J. Porter disclose
on his return hee Thursday (13 Apr| from consultations
in Washington, thet lixon on April 1 had ordered that a
vrivate nessage oifering to resume the talls be sent to
the communists.

"The only re
the form of & mushrooming inve
South Vietnan by ..orth Vietna
said.

ssponse tQ this overturc came in
sion of the xepublic of

"

250 troops ... " Porter

o

/
ST N GV Pl R
o LXaminer, L aPr (&

* (Over)

Q.Apr, Paris time?
c~hpE—Hamei—tine!

1 Apr, Washington time?
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Paris, April 4 - Horth Vietnam and the
Vietecong sought today to reopen the suspended oeace
talks but were indignantl; turned down by the United
States and South Vietnan.

The Commu ist ¥cl~<atluns proposcd that there
be a meeting Thursday "as usual. In ennouncing the
allied refusal, Uguyen Trieu Dan. the Saigorn Bpokesman,
said: "It is ridiculous to tallt ebout wanting to
negotiate while carrying out an invasion."

Henry Giniger; WTimes, 5 Apr 72

Washin ton, April 6 ~ Le Duc Tho, a member of
the Horth Vietnancse Politburo, has sent word to
Preside t llixon through a delegation of American labor
leaders |[who recently visited lanoil that he would like
to resume his secret peace negotiations with Henry A.
singer, Lon”reﬁrloa 1 sources said today.

Philip Shabecoff, IlTimes 7 Apr 72
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(Date not given, but before
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Genl John Lavelle fired and demoted

this date.
nocript, KPFA News 12 Jun 72
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wWashingto
Vogt, Jr. ... was dispatched from Wasiinston a week ago
to take charge of the Seventh Air Force in Saison
Willian Beecher, l¥7imes 17 Apr 72

Filed
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Paris, April 12 - France today backed
Vietnamese Communist demands for the resumption of the
peace talks here. -

_— o3 R -
Henry Giniger. IYTimes 13 Apr 72

Washington, April 12 - The Stote Depariment
today called in a senior French diplomat to express 1ts
official displeasure over France's call for an immediate
resumption of the Paris talks.

IYTimes 13 Apr 72

Washington = wve.s In midmorning the State
Departmen® had described the French request as an
even handed nove to zet all partiss back to the
conference table.

+veee But within two hours, the department
chanmed its view and criticized the French.

SFExaminer 12 Apr 72

(Inter@sting slip made by Nixon &t press
conference 30 Jun, when he gave the date of "April 13%th,
Thursday" as that for resumption of Paris talks, instead
of the correct date, 1% Jul.)

Transcribed excerpt, press conference,
30 Jun 72, :

12 Apr, Washington tim

72
(13 Apr)



m10 decision to order the ra.ms on -Lalg 10ng and

I .7 ne u~ e Friday night L14 pr“, or “eouemaj

norning x15 Ap ! when the President was in Ottawa.

well-placed sources said. * '
Willian Beecher,

Wi
'TiTimes 17 Apr 72

‘,L—n

[Story above.also says: "Opokesmen for the
Waite House, the State Departhment and the Pentagon
declined to offer a rationale for the raids into the
heartland of lorth Vietnam. .... 'There's a heavy
dose of diplomecy involved in the Jan01-;a1n“ong
strikes," one Pentagon official said.

wx *(Havenederon stors—by William Beecher, PY”lmes
18 Apr - cupsesedly filed Nix Ad. bui—eanmed—fimd -
rrwhieh—te says that, until the evening of 14 Apr,
the decision had been not to strike these areas,

Daneang, Sout“ Vietnam, April 17 (Reuters} -

Brig. Gen. Alexander M., Hailg Jr. visited the northern
vert of South Vietnam today to assess the militrry
situation. ... :

, Generel Haig, nCCOﬂd in command to Henry
A. ¥Xissingcr, the President's national security .
adviser, arrived in Saigon Seturday [15 Apr].

Y Times 18 Apr 72
Filed 4ix AQ (eayveLeE)
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The Nort: Vietnamese called their worst day
Sunday, April 16, when heavy attacks were renewed
on the Haiphong and Hanoi aress.
Anthony Lewis from Haiphong,
MYTimes 18 May 72
filed Indochina

Paris, April 17 - North Vietnam offered a !
possibility of new secret peace tulics today if the
United States would halt its air attacks and resume the
regular weekly sessions of the Paris conference.

e+es. Auan Thuy, Hanoi's chief negotiatot at
the peace talls here, said a t a news conference that
Le Duc Tho ... would return to Paris if the United States
agreed to the two conditions he specified.

: Henry Giniger, If¥Times 18 Apr

{Zn Bracketed insert in above dispatch, as
. carricd by SFChronicle (added by the Chronicle?):
"Last night the Associated Press in Saigon reported
U.S. bombing of Horth Vietnam suspended in the
Henoi~ileiphong area and greatly reduced in the
southern panhandle while awaitinhg a political
response from Hanoi. ..... In Washington, however,
State Department officials sald they had no knowledge
of a bombing,cutbuck.)

NYTimes Sve, SiChronicle 18 Apr 72

16 Apr 72 (Hanoi time?)

A 7’/
7 Apr, Paris time
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17 Apr Baigwmm time* :
i ipr, Saigon %'meq
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Chronology temporaily discontinued at this point

for lack of time.

If resumed, check also Nix Ad end Indochins
filed.

Text of Nixon address 8 May 72.
SFChronicle 9 May 72

17 Ap
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check Hixon TV and radio cddress, 8 MHay 72

—_
Sy cren
HLES

r press conference 9 Hay 72

13,
In lanoi vroper no bombs have fallen 14,15,
in the la days, though there have been
frequent alerts.
that the bombi
the coast is still being shelled, though there
ig no way to conlirm that here.
Anthony Lewis from Hanoi, 16 May,
NYTimes 17 Mey 72

Government spokesmen say
- continues elsewhere and that

¢ I % o PER
16, &% 2 May 72 (Henoi time?)
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”W01]~nlacud army sources) Wﬁ“%ington, say
Gen. Creighton W “braus will be nominated
Army Chief of ff "within & few deys" of N:xon‘ﬁ
return from Russie ﬁhxth Abrams would replace
Cen. wosumoroland, whose four-year tour of duty ends

50 Jun. Story poiumksxombtxthekcwhitecfour:igezrscie say

thecrEemalckosrrofciuige "the top _eaocvs11p of the

Pentagon reached 'an.informal understanding' with
Gereral Abrams, calling for him to step aown after tw
years in office. Under law, the aOpOlﬂu”CHt of Chie
of 8taff is a four-year appointment.’

Seymour M. Hersh, H¥Times 1 Jun 72, filed Hix

"A series of unofficial contacts is taking
place here®among Communist and non-Communist Vietnamese....
The latest private non-Communist proposal was brought to
Paris 10 days ago [23, 247 Jul 72] on behalf of a group
said to have been formed recently in South Vietnam to try
to end the wer. ..... The only names attached to the
proposal ... were those of [Nguyen Thai, a former South
Vietnamese government official] and that of Gen Nguyen
Chanh Thi¥ now in exile in the United States. ...

Plora Lewis, NYTimes 3 Aug 72

*see entry under date of 23 Feb 72

LS tgf‘ﬂ,‘,g
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From Jack Anderson's column: The Central Agency,
in a secret dispatch, has quoted a "reliable" source
as saying a Vietnam cease-fire can be expected as
early as September. The source, according to the
CIA, is close to the North Vietnamese delegation in
Paris.

Jack Anderson, Washington Post, filed

POWs 17 Aug 72

Sep 72



