FE@a mlzh'e(?mews Services

SAIGON — The South Viet-
namese government today
announced amnesty for near-
ly 3000 Viet Cong prlsonersgof
-war to celebrate the inaugu-
ration of President Nguyj@n
Van Thieu for a second term :
It was the lar gest freeing of
prisoners in the Indochina
war. -

The Ministry of Defense
said 618 prisoners, 176 of
them partly disabled, were
being released outright from
POW camps throughout
South Vietnam.

Another 2320 prisoners in-
cluding 36 disabled POWs
are to be designated ralliers
to the South Vietnamese side
under the government’s so-

for- defectors. They will be
freed after perhaps three
months.

The Defense Mmlstry Said
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Q&e amnesty announce- |
ment  coincided with re-
ports from the United States
that members of the U.S.
Senate were told that a ma-
jor breakthrough on the pris-
oners of war issue might be
imminent. The report cou]d
not be verified.

The Chicago Tribune re-
ported today that some Re-
publican senators say admin-
istration officials told them
Fitzsimons General Hospital
in Denver had been alerted

called ‘“‘open arms” program |
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U.S. POWs scon. The White
House, the Pentagon and the |
hospital all demed
| such alert had been issued.
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