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‘The South Vietnamese
| governm
today it,will fre ;
' Cong: prisoners of war
 Sunday in the biggest sin-
gle. release of the Indo-
china war.

The Defense Ministry
said the release is an am-
nesty on the occasion of
the' inauguration of Presi-
dent Nguyen Van Thieu
for a second term. ol

Release of the pris011<=,‘7‘:t'i§")§:g .

incided with reports fro “&
United States that U. §. Sé%(l"
tors were told a major break-
| through on  the prisoner of
' war_issue might be in the
" wind.

The Chicago Tribune lasti-
night said “some members
of the Senate” were told that |
a Denver, Colo., hospital had |

2000 American prisoners. of
war in Vietnam, but that a
Pentagor: spokesman had de-
nied the report.

RELEASE

. All of the Viet Cong prison-
jers to be released Sunday
‘are South Vietnamese Com.
| munists, or Viet Cong, a
'spokesman  said. He .gaid

there are no prisoners from
, North Vietnam involved,

It also was reported that
Thieu is expected to make a
new peace proposal on South
Vietnam’s national day mon-
day. ' -

The spckesman for the De-
fense . Ministry, Lieutenant
| Colonel Du Thanh Nhut, said
| the release of the Viet:Cong
| Is the biggest of the war.
j Nhut said 618 prisoners, ¥76
of whoragare partly disabled, |
were being released outright
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