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WASHINGTON—Pres-
ident Nixon in November 
will offer North Vietnam 
a withdrawal by May, 
1972, of all US. air, land 
and sea troops, except for 
2000 military advisers, in 
exchange for release by 
Hanoi of all American 
prisoners by December 
31, high administration 
pfficials disclosed today. 

The President will explain, 
these officials said, that if 
the dramatic new offer is re-
jected, the United States will 
continue t o withdraw its 
troops but intentionally leave 
behind a residual force of at 
least 50,000 men as long as 
the prisoners remain i 
terned. 

(In Saigon, military 
sources said the U:S. will 
maintain no combat activi-
ties after June 30. 

(Defense Secretary Melvin 
Laird, however, said in a 
Warrenton,' Va., news confer-
ence that "there is no basis 
on which that kind of specu-
lation can go f or t h at this 
time." He said "There is no 
goal other than the one the 
President has set for. Dec. 
31.") 

Little Hope 
Administration 	officials 

have little hope Hanoi will 
agree to release the prison-
es before the United States 
ictually completes its with-

rawal, b u t policymakers 
ink the Nixon offer may 

ead to a substantive counter-
roposal. 
Instead of releasing all 

prisoners by December Ha-
noi might offer to release a 
certain number with each 
phase of the withdrawal. 

That could mean, for ex-
ample, that if remaining U.S. 
troops were halved by 
spring, half the POWs would 
also have been returned. 

Response 
The Nixon offer could be a 

response to the seven-point  

proposal in a d e last ally 
when the Communists at the ' 
Paris peace talks announced. 
they were ready to release 
all prisoners by the end of 
1971 if all American troops 
were withdrawn by then. 

The Communists later de- 
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fined their offer to mean to-
tal U.S. withdrawal from all 
of Indochina and an end to 
all. US. economic and mili-
tary aid to Saigon. 

Nevertheless, the Commu-
ist package was considered 

significant because of the ap-
parent downgrading of the 
demand for removal of the 
present South Vietnamese 
government. 

Officials here explained 
Hanoi may have exhausted 
its use of the prisoners for 
propaganda purposes a n d 
may, now be willing to use 
them to bargain for Ameri-
can withdrawal. 

Peking Trip 
President Nixon also is 

thought eager to arrive in 
Peking — a trip now expect-
ed late this year — on the 
heels of a commitment by 
the United States for with-
drawal of all Vietnam troops. 

Presumably, this would let 
the chief executive sound out 
the Chinese on their willing-
ness to help end the Vietnam-
ese conflict. 

Progress in the Paris 
peace talks would be a defi-
nite political plus for Nixon  

at the start of a p Tsidential 
campaign year. 
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Include in the 31,800 serv-
icemen s ill to be pulled out 
in the urrent withdrawal 
phase art seven combat bat-
talions, thich will leave 20 
U.S. ma ieuver battalions 
still in V etnam from a high 
of 112 in' pril, 1969, military 
sources s.id. 
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