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PA
R

IS—
T

he Paris four-party confer-
en

ce o
n

 V
ietn

am
 h

as h
eld

 o
v
er 1

2
0
 

sessio
n

s an
d

 if co
u

n
ted

 in
 d

ay
s, h

as 
lasted tw

o and one-half years. In the 
m

ean
tim

e, th
e w

ar is still g
o

in
g

 o
n

 
in S

outh V
ietnam

 and has 
been ex-

p
an

d
ed

 to
 C

am
b

o
d

ia an
d

 L
ao

s. T
h

e 
S

outh V
ietnam

 peoplc still have to live 
in 

rains ot 
bom

bs, destruction, and 
d
eath

. A
m

etican
 y

o
u
th

s co
n
tin

u
e to

 
d

ie o
n

 b
attlefield

s atid
 to

 d
estro

y
 

them
selves w

ith drugs out of• despair 
and frustration. 

In
 o

rd
er to

 g
et th

e co
n

feren
ce o

u
t 

of deadlock and prom
ptly end the w

ar, 
on July .1, 1971, the delegation of the 
P

rovisional R
evolutionary.  G

overnm
ent 

put forw
ard a,  seven-point peace plan, 

the prioeipal points of w
hich are 

R
egarding the m

ilitary questions, the 
P

.R
.G

. proposes that "if. the U
.S

. G
ov-

ern
m

en
t sets a term

in
al d

ate fo
r th

e 
w

ith
d

raW
al fro

m
 S

o
u

th
 V

ietn
am

 in
 

1971 of the totality of U
.S

. forces and 
those of other foreign countries in the 
U

.S
. cam

p, the parties w
ill at the sam

e 
tim

e ag
ree o

n
 th

e..m
o

d
alities o

f (a) 
T

he w
ithdraw

al in, safety from
 S

outh 
V

ietnam
 of the totality of U

.S
. 'forces 

and thoie of the O
ther foreign coun-

tries in the U
.S

, cam
p; (b) T

he release 
of the totality of M

ilitary m
en o

f all 
parties and of the civilians 'captured 
during the w

ar (including A
m

erican 
p

ilo
ts cap

tU
red

 in
 N

o
rth

 V
ietn

am
). 

T
hese 'tw

o
 o

p
eratio

n
s w

ill b
eg

in
 o

n
 

th
e sam

e d
ate an

d
 w

ill en
d
 o

n
 th

e 
sam

e date, 
"A

 cease-fire w
ill ,be observed be-

tw
een the S

outh V
ietnam

 P
eople's L

ib-
eration A

rm
ed F

orces and the arm
ed 

forces of the U
nited S

tates and of the 
o

th
er fo

reig
n

 co
u

n
tries in

 th
e U

.S
. 

cam
p
 as so

o
n
 as th

e p
arties reach

  

ag
reem

en
t o

n
 th

e w
ith

d
raw

al fro
m

 
S

outh V
ietnam

 of the totality of U
.S

. 
forces and those of the other foreign 
countries in the 17,S

. cam
p." 

R
eg

ard
in

g
 th

e p
o
litical q

u
estio

n
, 

i.e., th
e q

u
estio

n
 o

f p
o
w

er in
 S

o
u
th

 
V

ietnam
, it is proposed in the seven-

point plan that the U
.S

, G
overnm

ent 
should stop its interferenre in the in, 
tern

al affairi o
f S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
. In

 
other w

ords, it should cease backing 
and m

aintaining in office the bellicose 
group headed by. N

guyen V
an T

hieu 
now

 holding pow
er in S

aigon, so as to 
let the. S

outh_V
ietnam

ese people settle 
th

eir o
w

n
 affairs: fo

r in
stan

ce, to
 

fo
rm

 a g
o

v
ern

m
en

t o
f n

atio
n

al co
n

-
cord proceeding to general elections, 
to

 d
eal w

ith
 th

e afterm
ath

 
of 

the 
w

ar, and to solve the question of V
iet-

nam
ese arm

ed forces in S
outh V

iet-
nam

, 
T

he outstanding feature of the peace 
plan is its realism

 and flexibility. T
he 

plan stem
s from

, the. S
outh V

ietnam
 

people's aspirations for peace and in-
dependence, and m

eets the A
m

erican 
people's longing for peace. N

orm
ally, 

in
 an

y
 w

ar, th
e q

u
estio

n
 o

f m
ilitary

 
captives or "prisoners of w

ar" is only 
solved after the end of the• conflict, 
after the settlem

ent of all other ques-
tio

n
s. H

o
w

ev
er, resp

o
n

d
in

g
 to

 th
e 

A
inerican' people's desire to see their 

ch
ild

ren
—

w
h

eth
er th

ey
 are o

n
 th

e 
battlefield O

r in captivity—
horom

ptly 
returned hom

e am
ong their dear ones, 

w
e h

av
e p

ro
p

o
sed

 a so
lu

tio
n

 to
 th

is 
q

u
estio

n
 in

 P
o

in
t 1

 o
f th

e p
lan

. 
T

o
 e

n
d

 a
 w

a
r lik

e
 th

e
 o

n
e
 in

 
V

ietnam
, it is essential to settle both 

th
e m

ilitary
 an

d
 th

e p
o

litical p
ro

b
-

lem
s. B

ut as proof of our goodw
ill, w

e 
have clearly said that during the dis-
cussions of these tw

o series of prob- 

lem
s, if the political problem

s are not 
y
et d

efin
itely

 settled
, w

e can
 so

lv
e 

first th
e q

u
estio

n
 o

f th
e w

ith
d
raw

al 
from

 S
outh V

ietnam
 of U

.S
. forces and 

th
o

se o
f th

e o
th

er fo
reig

n
 co

u
n

tries 
in the U

.S
. cam

p, as foreseen in P
oint 

1, so that A
nierican soldiers in V

iet-
nam

 can be repatriated, T
hen w

e can 
contin 	

O
f 

D
O

 
"

c
a

l
• 

lem
s. 

W
e have alS

o pointed out that the 
sev

en
-p

o
in

t p
eace p

lan
 w

as n
o
t a 

take-it-or-leave-it proposal. 
A

 num
ber of people intentionally re-

fuse to understand our proposals and 
view

 them
 as "preconditions" or "con-

d
itio

n
s' o

f su
rren

d
er fo

r th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates." O
n careful exam

ination, any 
objective person m

ay realize that our 
proposals and w

hat m
any A

m
ericans 

have raised are not very far apart but, 
instead, very close. 

A
 people like the V

ietnam
ese—

very 
d

eterm
in

ed
 to

 fig
h

t fo
r th

eir in
d

e.- 
pendence and freedom

, know
ing them

-
selves 

a
n

d
 k

n
o

w
in

g
 their npnonP

nts, 
and reasonable—

can never have the 
intention to com

pel the U
nited S

tates 
to surrender, let alone to hum

iliate it. 
T

he V
ietnam

ese have taken up arm
s 

and fought for decades for the single 
purpose of having the 

rig
h

t to
 lo

v
e 

their country. In final analysis, w
hat 

w
e h

av
e p

ro
p
o
sed

 is also
 aim

ed
 at 

h
elp

in
g

 P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 k

eep
 m

o
re 

easily
 h

is p
ro

m
ise to

 th
e A

m
erican

 
p

eo
p

le to
 en

d
 th

e V
ietn

am
 w

ar an
d

 
to repatriate' rapidly the G

.I.'s. 
T

his is the w
ay really to guarantee 

the S
outh V

ietnam
ese people's right 

to self-determ
ination, often referred to 

by M
r. N

ixon. 
M

o
reo

v
er, th

e p
ro

p
o
sals o

f th
e 

P
.R

.G
., particularly P

oints 2 and 5, w
ill  

open a new
 relationship betw

een an 
independent and neutral S

outh V
iet-

nam
 and the U

nited S
tates, based on 

equality, m
utual respect and m

utual 
in

terest, in
 w

h
ich

 U
.S

. leg
itim

ate 
in

terests w
ill b

e resp
ected

. A
fter so

 
m

an
y
 y

ears o
f w

ar, th
at n

eith
er th

e 
V

ietnam
ese nor the A

m
ericans w

ant, 
• 

1
.
1
1
 
0
'4

1
 	

1
 

least, a b
etter u

n
d

erstan
d

in
g

 o
f th

e 
U

n
ited

 S
tates, an

d
 h

av
e estab

lish
ed

 
w

ith • the A
m

erican 
people 

relations 
th

at w
ill b

e in
 th

e in
terest o

f b
o

th
 

sides, if developed in good direction. 
In brief, the "V

ietnarnization" of the 
w

ar is not a' safe and honorable w
ay 

o
u

t fo
r M

r. N
ix

o
n

; it w
ill sin

k
 th

e 
U

nited S
tates deeper in defeat and dif-

ficu
lty

. O
n

 th
e co

n
trary

, th
e sev

en
-

p
o
in

t p
eaC

e p
lan

 h
as b

ro
u
g
h
t g

reat 
hope to anyone desiring an early end 
-to the V

ietnam
 w

ar. It has opened the 
doors to peace. T

he P
aris conference 

offers now
 m

ost favorable conditions 
fo

r th
e U

.S
. G

o
v

ern
m

en
t to

 en
d

 th
e 

w
ar rap

id
ly

 th
ro

u
g

h
 n

eg
o

tiatio
n

s, a 
.w

ar th
at h

as, fo
r o

v
er 

to  y
ears, 

caused hum
an and m

aterial losses as 
w

ell as conscience squirm
s to A

m
eri-

cans. 
Y

et unilateral goodw
ill 'is not suffi-

cien
t to

 m
ak

e th
e P

aris co
n

feren
ce 

end the deadlock and prom
ptly reach 

a co
rrect p

o
litical so

lu
tio

n
 to

 th
e 

S
outh V

ietnam
 problem

. 
T

he w
hole w

orld is longing for peace 
an

d
 is ex

p
ectin

g
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 to

 
take the straight and shortest w

ay and 
not a tortuous and difficult one, i.e., 
to give a positive response to the seven-
point peace plan of the P

.R
.G

. at the 
P

aris conference. 

M
rs. N

guyen T
hi B

inh is V
ietcong rep-

resentative at the P
aris 

peace talks. 
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