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 M

rs. B
inh's 

seven points of July1 offer m
ore than 

ju
st an

 o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity
 to

 settle th
e p

ris-
oner issue. T

he plan she subm
ittecl at 

P
aris o

n
 b

eh
alf o

f th
e P

ro
V

isio
h

al 
R

evolutionary G
overnm

ent could lead 
to an end of the V

ietnam
ese w

ar and 
a lessening of hostilities in S

outheast 
A

sia. 
O

n
 th

e b
asis o

f lo
n
g
 stu

d
y
 o

f th
e 

P
aris talk

s, I w
o
u
ld

 lik
e to

 p
resen

t 
an

 ex
p
lan

atio
n
 o

f th
e Ju

ly
 1

 p
lan

. 
*

A
s N

o
rth

 V
ietn

am
ese P

o
litb

u
ro

 
m

em
b
er • L

e D
u
c T

h
e clarified

 in
 a 

T
im

es in
terv

iew
 o

n
 Ju

ly
 6

 a so
lu

tio
n

 
to

 th
e q

u
estio

n
s o

f a sp
ecific tith

e-
table for release of civilian and M

ili-
tary

 p
riso

n
ers an

d
 th

e w
ith

d
raw

al o
f 

U
.S

. tro
o
p
s co

u
ld

 o
ccu

r _
sep

arately
 

from
 a political solution in the S

m
ith. 

In
 ad

d
itio

n
, th

e statu
s o

f,  U
.S

. pris-
o
n
ers h

eld
 in

 N
o
rth

 V
ietn

am
 h

as 
ch

an
g

ed
 fro

m
 "w

ar -crim
in

als" to
 

"civilians captured in the V
ail" 

*
A

 p
ro

v
isio

n
al co

alitio
n

 o
f th

e  

-V
arious social, political and religious 

forces in S
outh V

ietnam
 w

ho aspire to 
"peade and national concord"—

regard-
less of their pasts and possibly Includ-

. in
g

 th
e p

resen
t lead

ers in
 S

aig
o

n
—

W
ould displace the T

hieu regim
e. 

A
n absence of U

.S
. partiality tow

ard 
T

hieu at the tim
e of the O

ctober, 1971, 
elections m

ight speed the replaC
em

ent 
proC

esi—
and thereby prove U

.S.- good-
w

ill, according to L
e D

uc T
ho. 

T
h
e task

s o
f th

e p
ro

v
isio

n
al co

ali-
:41ori'"W

olild be to stabilize and grad; 
:tualI3t chriproye living conditions, 10 

m
aintain order and prevent reprisals, 

and to enter into discussions w
ith the 

.:1prO
visiO

naf g6V
ernm

ent on the organ-
, L

ization of elditions to form
 a perm

a-
. ,atent governrnent, A

lthough'the July 1 
p
lan

 sp
ecifies 1

4
liat th

e p
ro

v
isio

n
al 

•-,coalition m
ust ,stapcli for "peace, inde-

pendence. neutrality and dem
ocracy," 

it fails to specify tie nature of a post-
electoral, poS

tproviS
itnal coalition goy- 

:. erinnent. 	
tY
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 M
rs:B

in
h
 is 

th
e first to

 d
irectly

 in
terrelate th

e 

W
e C

an
 E

n
d th

e W
ar 

N
o
w

 If W
e T

a
k
e U

p
 

M
rs. B

in
h

's B
id 

questions of reunification and rem
oval 

o
f certain

 V
ietn

am
ese tro

o
p
s- fro

m
 

S
outh V

ietnam
. If both processes are 

to occur on the basis of, m
utual, respect 

and "norm
al" interzonal

, relations, as 
the *plan S

peC
ifies, then neither zone 

could m
aintain troops in the other. 

P
erhaps to insure that neither zone 

tak
es ad

v
an

tag
e o

f th
e in

terim
 p

rio
r 

to reunification, the plan does not rule 
o

u
t accep

tan
ce o

f fo
reig

n
 m

ilitary
 

su
p
p
lies b

y
 :.eith

er zo
n

e: H
ciw

ev
er, 

neither;zone m
ay harbor foreign troops 

*S
outh V

ietnam
 w

ill accept foreign 
assistance to develop its m

ineral 're-
sources, and it w

ill cooperate w
ith its 

p
ro

-W
estern

 n
eig

h
b

o
rs to

 p
ro

m
o

te 
regional developm

ent. S
ignificantly,  

th
e Ju

ly
 1

 p
lan

 n
ev

er m
en

tio
n

s th
e 

L
ao

tian
 an

d
 C

am
b
o
d
ian

 p
ro

b
lem

s 
w

h
ich

, as L
e D

u
c- T

h
o
 say

s, w
o
u
ld

 
only com

plicate a V
ietnam

ese solution. 
*

T
h

e U
n

ited
 S

tates m
u

st in
 so

m
e  

m
anner pay for dam

agei to both zones 
of V

ietnam
. It is w

orth recalling that 
in 1965 President Johnson offered post-
eco

n
o
m

ic assistan
ce to

 b
o
th

 zo
n
es. 

T
he new

 plan of the provisional gov-
ernm

ent insists that the parties agree 
to adequate international guarantees 
to safeguard a negotiated solution. 

T
he July 1 plan should help clarify 

past N
ixon A

dm
inistration m

isappre-
hensions—

especially on the questions 
of prisoner release and the nature of 
a provisional coalition as w

ell as, do 
process by, w

hich certain V
ietnam

esta 
troops w

ill w
ithdraw

 from
 the S

outh. 
W

ith this (new
) know

ledge, is there 
anyone w

ho still feels that the kiln..., 
m

ust continue? 
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