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Hanoi's new seven-point strategy 
has Nixon in a' political squeeze 

WASHINGTON — An agonizing dilem-
ma has been created for President Nixon 
by the Communists' new seven-point 
peace proposal which, when read care-
fully by expert eyes, is fully as hard and 
perhaps just a bit harder than what has 
preceded it from Hanoi. 

What makes North Vietnam's ploy so 
clever is that the seven points seem sof-
ter. That places Mr. Nixon under grow-
ing pressure from the Democratic oppo-
sition, worried Republican politicians, 
some administration officials, and the 
American public to generally accept the 
seven points. 

But careful analysis shows that even 
the grudging White House response (re-
layed through press secretary Ron Zie-
gler) that the seven •points contain "posi-
tive" as well as clearly unacceptable, 
elements is overly charitable. Rather, 
Hanoi's new peace plan contains no as-
surance that American prisoners of war 
will be automatically released because of 
an immediate U.S. troop pullout. Hanoi 
still appears to be demanding a new gov-
ernment in Saigon as the ultimate ran-
som price for the prisoners of war. 

Thus, the dilemma for the President: 
To negotiate seriously on the seven 
points undercuts the Saigon regime's 
hope for survival; to reject the seven 
points out of hand threatens Mr. Nixon's 
paper-thin popular support in a war-wea-
ry nation. Moreover, this dilemma is 
stinged with a double irony. 

First, the intense political pressure un-
dercutting the anti-Communist effort in 
South Vietnam coincides with continued 
military difficulties for Communist 
forces. Suffering acute problems of mor-
ale and logistics, Hanoi's legions could 
not soon achieve a military victory over 
South Vietnamese forces still supplied by 
the U.S. 

Second, the beguiling nature of Hanoi's 
seven points can be traced partly to the 
White House. Against the better judg-
ment of some State Department official's, 
the President tied the highly emotional 
POW question to the Paris negotia-
tions. For months, experts here have ex-
pected Hanoi to exploit this by, in effect, 
asking a high ransom for the prisoners. 
Now, the worst expectations of the ex-
perts have been realized. 

Actually, the seven points do not sig-
nificantly enlarge on Hanoi's past offers 
merely to "discuss" POW release if 
the U.S. sets a troop withdrawal 
deadline.. Point No. 1 merely says that 
if the U.S. sets a date "for the withdraw- 
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tality of U.S. forces." anoi is not talk-
ing about merely U.S. soldiers and air-
men but also "weapons and war mater-
ials of the United Stat-," and "all U.S. 
bases in South Vietnam. ' In other words, 
Mr. Nixon would have to condemn to 
death the huge, Western zed military ma-
chine of South Vietnam which had been 
built to Washington's sp cifications. 

The crucial Point No. also begins with 
a demand for the U.S. ti "put an end to 
its war of aggression in Vietnam." Does 
that mean no more sp nsorship pf Sai-
gon's military activity a d, therefore re-
quire a purge of President Nguyen Van 
Thieu? Almost surely, Hanoi will de-
mand precisely that b fore POWs are 
released. 

Indeed, some experts 'utside the gov-
ernment even disagree ith the Central 
Intelligence Agency's as ssment that, at 
the least, the Communis s no longer de-
mand a coalition govern ent in. Saigon. 
The CIA view is, contra. cted by a South 
Vietnamese Communist pokesman who 
declared, just after th seven points 
were unveiled, that the oalition govern-
ment remains an essenti 1 goal. 

Nor is any serious cr dente given to 
present promises by Nei th Vietnamese 
officials that they merel want "an inde-
pendent neutral South Vietnam." In fact, 
no serious Hanoiologist oubts the per-
manent goal of a united I ommunist Viet-
nam in the immediate f ture. North'Vi-
etnamese leader Pham V n Dong recent-
ly expressed hope that t e city of Hanoi 
"proves itself worthy of b ing the capital 
of the socialist north at present and of 
being the capital of the e tire country in 
the future." 
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