
9 Jul 71 

4 P Wireph 

RS. BNH 
She had four questi 

Time4s6.)"fyice 

The four - party conference 
yesterday was dominated by 
the seven-point proposal 
put forward last week by 
Mrs.. Nguyen Thi Binh, dele-
gate of the Provisional Revo- 
lutionary G ov er n m 	t. of • 
South Vietnam — the Viet 
Cong. 
'In his prepared opening 

statement, Ambassador 
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them • "without any discus-
sion or negotiation." 

Bruce objectedto the fact 
that the plan referred only to 
the release of prisoners tak-
en 'in' North and South Viet-
nam, but was silent abOut 
those captured in Laos and 
Cambodia. 

He said the Communists 
again are demanding a re-
gime in Saigon "which ful-
fills your own criteria." "We 
will not impose any govern-
ment on the people of South 
Vietnam," he declared. 

PROPOSAL 
But he proposed that the 

next session be a restricted 
one, "at which we could ex-
plot.% further your proposals 
as well as discuss our own 
. . . free from the glare of 
publicity and without the 
need to make public state-
merits . . . " 

The chief difference be-
tween a regular plenary 
meeting and a restricted ses-
sion is that the latter would 
be off the record, except for 
an agreed communique. The 
120 sessions of the present, 
conference have been held 
under semi-public conditions, 
with each side distributing 
full texts of its opening state-
ments to newsmen and dele-
gation spokesmen later brief-
ing the press on the ensuing 
discussions. 

The Communists have re-
fused restricted sessions, 
While posing no objections to 
-private" meetings — pre-
sumably because the latter 
Can be held in the absence of 
repre s entativeS,'' of 
government. 

ion 

Mrs. Binl challenged 
Bruce to re ly to four ques-
tions: 

"First,' di you agree to 
consider our seven points as 
a basis of egotiation for a 
settlement if the South Viet-
namese pro lem? 

"Second, mong the seven 
points, wit I which do you 
argee and ith which do you 
disagree 	which are the 
points you onsider positive 
and which do you consider 
negative? 

"Third, a e you disposed to 
set immedi tely a final date 
for the with Prawal from Viet-. 
nam in 1971 of all the troops 
of the Unit d States and the 
other foreig i countries of the 
American camp, so that the 
captured merican troops 
can return o their homes as 
soon as pos •ible in 1971? 

"Fourth, s the American 
government disposed to stop 
supporting he bellicist and 
corrupt gro p now in power 
in Saigon a d led by Nguyen 
Van Thieu or not?" 

FUN AMENTAL 
Mrs. Bin said the third 

question, t e setting of a 
withdrawal date, is the fun-
damental o e. "W 'h e n we 
have the an wer to that," she 
said, "we Till take up the 
discussion o the form of the 
meeting." 

Her press pokesman, Ngu-
yen Trieu Dan, said Mrs. 
Binh had s•veral times of-
fered to me t Bruce private-
ly, and did not regard the 
question of 
dure as im 
cused Bru 
raising the 
vice to avb, 
reply. 

Dan said that if Br 
been able to name 
drawal date, a cea re 
could have been declare im-
mediately between American 
and Communist troops. 

SEPARATION 
The Communists repeated 

that the first clause of the 
plan, covering the withdraw-
al. cease-fire and release of 
prisoners, could be separated 
from the other six, covering 
the future of South Vietnam. 

Some prominent non-
Communist Vietnamese here, 
who have continuing con-
tracts with Saigon. report 
that the Binh proposals have 
contributed to the wide-
spread feeling that a historic 
turning point is at hand. 

One of these men observed 
privately that President Nix-
on is reduced to only two 
practical alternatives, on ei-
ther of which he must act', 
qu..ckly unless he means to I 
continue the war. 

''he first would be to ac-
cept Point 1 and withdraw, 
wi b the American prisoners 
of war, leaving Saigon to 
work out its own destiny 

The other. he said. would 
be to persuade President 
Thieu to resign and let anoth-
er non-Communist negotiate 
a long-range, compromise 
settlement with the Commu-
nists. 

The latter would have been 
britly suggesting that near-
' 

 
ybody other than al** 

would be acceptable. 

SFChronicle 	 POWs 

Standoff at Paris Talks -- But New Offers Made 

U.S. Criticizes Red Peace Man -- Then. Asks Secret Ses 

Paris 
The United States sharply criticized the new 

peace plan of the Vietnamese Communists yester-
day, but offered to explore it in an off-the-reeord 
conference next Thursday. 

The Communists rejected the suggestion as "a per-
fidious maneuver" to avoid setting a date for an At..niqg-
i can withdrawal from Viet- 
na and a simultaneous 
exch 6 of prisoners—the 

em of their ,sev,en-
point roposal. 

The 120th session of the 
Paris peace conference thus 
ended, like the others, in re-
criminations. There was 
wide speculation, however, 
that something else mighthe 
brewing under the surface. 

INVITATION 
At a news conference, the 

North Vietnamese delegation 
renewed its elliptical invita-
tion to President Nixon's ad-
viser on national security af-
fairs, Henry Kissinger, to 
meet either of its two most 
important members, Xuan 
Thuy and Le Duc Tho. 

Kissinger is due here to-
morrow' night en route home 
from Saigon. If Kissinger 
asks for a meeting, "we are 
disposed to consider it," said 
Nguyen Thanh Le, the North 
Vietnamese press spokes-
man. 

Kissinger has been report-
ed to have no plan to request 
such a meeting. But observ-
ers were struck by the re-
sponse of Le to a question of 
whether there had been any 
secret contacts between the 
North Vietnamese and the 
Americans here. 

REPLY 
-We have no information 

on the subject." he replied. 
At previous briefings, he had 
answered the same question 
with a flat negative. 

• 

• 

meeting proce-
ortant She ac-
, however, of 
uesti  
d arrTrimediate'  


