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i | WASHINGTON, June 6—For
. two years, the ‘Nixon Admin-
; iStration has been running a
‘ campaign of publicity and per-
. suasion to marshal American
and world opinion behind it on
the issue of American prison-
. ers of war in Indochina,
- Administration officials in-
* terviewed recently said that
they believed they had suc-
ceeded. They said that they
had neutralized the issue in
domestic politics, had pressed
Hanoi into improving the Iot
of the prisoners and had turned
the matter into a “diplomatic
Plus” in negotiations with the
North Vietnamese,
But there are signs of dis-
. enchantment with President
Nixon's insistznce that Hanoi
release the prisoners before he:
- sets @ date for withdrawal of
- 83 American forces from South
; am

"~ While many families of the
prisoners support the President,
some are now asking him to

%6l a date for complete with.
drawal in the hope that Hanoj

would then return the men,

Nixon’s Firm Stand

. have used it in support of de-
- mands that the President set a
. Wwithdrawal date,

The President, so far, has
stood firm. At his news confer-
ence last Tuesday, he again re-
jected the setting of a pullout
date, saying: “we have yet no
indication whatever that they
[the North Vietnamese] would
be willing to release prisoners
in the event we took certain
steps.”

Hanoi has said only that it
will “discuss”  the prisoners
after the President has set a
withdrawal date, although there
have been unofficial hints that
it would start releasing the
men immediately after such a
date was announced,
~ Some officials who had
hoped that Hanoi might do so
were discouraged late la§t
week when the North Viet-
namese declined to receive 13
wounded prisoners held by

South Vietnam. They viewed|

nthe refusal to accept the pris-
oners as a signal that Hanoi
was faking a harder line.
The United States, which had
prompted the South Vietnamese
offer: to return the men, re-
peated the proposal. “Our offer
to repatriate the prisoners who
want to go still stands,” said
Ronal)d L. Ziegler, the Presi-
denf:’s1 press secretary.
President Nixon has contend-
ed that setting a firm with-
drawal date would deprive the
United States of a major bar-
gaining point with the North
Vietnamese and might endan-
ger American troops because
tactical plans would be re-
vealed. y
The| refusal to name a date
has also had the effect of giv-
ing the Saigon Government

0 Win Release

Mrs. Cora Weis, involved in the Women’s
Strike for Peace, views set troop with-
drawal date as being essential for the
release of prisoners from North Vietnam,

fa

S. Joam Vinson of the National .
ague of Families of American Pris- |
--oners Missing in Southeast Asia, calls..
r a set withdrawal date of troops.

cal stability under the Viet-
namization policy.

In defense of the President’s
refusal to set a date for with-

drawal, White House officials
pointed to a recent opinion re-

68 per cent of those questioned
wanted a withdrawal by the
end of 1971, 75 per cent op-
posed a disengagement “that
threatens the lives or safety of
American prisoners of war.”
The 'poll is believed to have
been commissioned by the
White House.

The Defense Department’s
latest composite report lists
1,630 men as missing in-action
in Southeast Asia, of whom 460
are believed to have been cap-
tured. The rest are unaccounted
for. Hanoi has admitted to
holding 339 men, but the Viet-
cong, the Pathet Lao and the
Cambodian Communists have
released no information.

The Administration’s decision
two years ago to “go public”
on the prisoner issue was a re-

tration’s policy of silence.
Those familiar with the ‘deci-
sion said that the intent was to
put pressure on Hanoi to treat
the prisoners better. They said
that the opening up of mail
channels in early 1970 was evi-
dence of success. )
Later, the Administration be-
gan using the prisoner issue as
a diplomatic weapon. The Presi-
dent has justified plans for re-
taining a residual force in
South Vietnam and for keeping
open his options to bomb North
Vietnam by pointing to Hanoi’s
unwillingness to return the
prisoners. .

i The Administration has been
left open to charges that it is
using the prisoners as “pawns,”
an accusation that some anti-
war militants have made.

To publicize the fate of the
captives, the Administration

time to improve the quality of

its army and to increase politi-/
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Organization Is Active

¢

The most active organization
is the - National Lea gue . of
Families of American Prisoners
Action,
which has officers in the Amer-
ican Legion headquartefs here.
ys - it
s, is in
constant ouch with Henry A.
Kissinger, the President’s as-
sistant for national secu rity af-

of War and Missing in

_The league, which
has about 2,100 mem

fairs, and other wofficials|

The league officially o pposes
any deal with Hanoi that does

:|MIA Families for

public |relations

. associa-
tion, to put on a large ad-
vertising program to |increase

not assure the release of the
men and an accounting of those,
listed as missing.

Mrs. Joan  Vinson, the
league’s ' president, said: “I
would like to see the President,
say that he is prepared to ans|
nounce a withdrawal date if the
other side is prepared to an-
nounce that they will releage
all prisoners and account for
those missing prior to or in
_ctgn{}xracti-on with @ withdrawal
itself.”

‘Political Hostages’

Another but smaller group of
families, calling itself POW/-
1 Immediate
Release, indicated last week
that it was moving toward ask-
ing the Administration to set a
withdrawal date first in an ef.
fort to obtain the return of
their men.

Mrs. Harold Kushner, wife of
a captured Army doctor, said
that the President’s plan for a|
residual force “gives no hope
for the release of our men.” She
asserted that “it creates a situ-
ation in which the prisoneérs
have become political host-
ages.”

sociation that prisoners who
are fliers would receive prefer-
bring the prisoners back.”

- Like other antiwar critics, she
argued that only by setting a
date for withdrawal can Hanoi
be persuaded to release the
prisoners. “The Geneva COHVEH

tion,” she said, “calls for
7
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of POW.s

ential treatment after their re-
turn if ‘they want to become
commercial airline pilots with
Eastern Airlines. " Frank Bor-
man, who is now an Eastern
v{cé-president, approved the
plan.

Among the dozens and per-
haps hundreds of local organi-
‘zations that have taken up the
prisoner issue are the Heart-
“lam; Youth for Decency, of La
Mesa, California; which is col-
/lecting signatures for a petition
|to Congress to be delivered
'shortly, and the Forgotten
Americans Committee of Kan-
.sas, which sent a delegation to
Paris several months ago.

A number of antiwar groups
have opposed the - Administra-
 tion's efforts. The most notable
has 'been the Committee for
Liaison with Families of Serv-
icemen Detained in North Viet-
nam, It has been the major
channel for mail to and from
the prisoners. '

The committee is led by Mrs.
|Cora Weiss, a New York activ-
ist in Women Strike for Peace,
She recently told a Congres-
sional committee: “No amount
of pressure, no amount of peti-
tions,; N0 amount of holiday
packages, no amount of speech-
es at-the U.N., no amount of ra-
dio spots, of ads, of letter cam-
Paigns, of money, or of threats

to mine Haiphong harbor can

change of prisoners at the
conclusion of hostilities, not
before|”
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TRIBUTE TO POW’S;

Daniel Pitzer, who eg

With him, at left, is D

As part of effort to make pub
caped from North Vietnam
efense Secretary Melvin R. La

lic aware of U.S. prisoners, M.Sgt.
, opened this year’s baseball season.
rd. Similar tributes have been held,




