
Hanoi 
Rejects 
POW Pan 

Eicaminer News Services 

PARIS --- North Vietnam-
ese a d the Viet Cong nego-
tiators today rejected Presi-
dent Nixon 's call for the 
transfer of all prisoners of 
war to neutral Sweden and 
said Nixon's move was a 
"maneuver" to cover up his 
"war crimes." 

The rejection was con-
tained in press statements by 
spokesmen for the Hanoi and 
Viet Cong delegations to the 
Vietnam talks. 

Both delegations said the 
problem of war prisoners 
will be discussed only 'when 
Nixon sets a firm date for 
the withdrawal of all U.S. 
troops from South Vietnam. 

`War Crimes' 
Nguyen Thanh Le, spokes-

man for the Hanoi mission, 
said "the alleged question of 
war prisoner s raised con-
stantly by Mr. Nixon is but a 
maneuver aimed at covering 
up his crimes of aggression 
and his countless war 
crimes, and to justify his ob-
stinate refusal to set a. rea-
sonable deadline for the with-
drawal of all American 
troops.;" 

Duong Dinh Thao, the Viet 
Cong spokesman, said Nix-
on's latest offers to solve the 
war prisoners issue was "a 
machination" and a "maneu-
ver." 

The Hanoi mission's state-
ment recalled that at last 
Thursday 's session of the 
peace talks, North Vietnam-
ese negotiator Xuan Thuy 
suggested that discussions 
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begin immediately ona 
deadline. for withdrawal of 
United States and other for-
eign allied troops from South 
Vietnam. 

Then, he said, the confer-
ence can "take up the ques-
tion of guarantees for the se-
curity of withdrawing U.S. 
soldiers and the question of 
freeing captured soldiers." 

The White House an-
nounced yesterday that Nix-
on had noted the Swedish of-
fer "with great satisfaction" 
and added, "the President 
would hope that Hanoi will 
move promptly to negotiate 
an agreement. on this issue to 
take advantage of this hu-
manitarian offer on the part 
of the Swedish government." 


