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SAN CLEMENTE — P) —'President Nixon acted to-
day to promote a. proposali that prisoners of war from both 
sides in the Vietnam war be interned in Sweden. 
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Sweden P 
Plan OK  .Nixon 

Nixon issued a statement 
responding to a press report 
from Stockholm three days 
ago that indicated the Swed-
ish government would pro-
vide ships and internment fa-
cilities for prisoners if the 
United States and Hanoi 
could reach an agreement on 
the transfer of prisoners to a 
neutral country. 

The Swedish government, 
on April 30. had been re-
sponding to a sug ge s tion 
made a day earlier by De-
fense Secretary Melvin 
Laird. 

Ronald Ziegler, the White 
House press secretary, said 
Nixon “noted with great sat-
isfaction that according to 
press reports the government 
of Sweden has offered the 
use of its vessels and its ter-
ritory to provide internment 
of prisoners of war from the 
conflict in Vietnam." 
Ziegler added that Nixon 

"would hope that Hanoi will 
move promptly to negotiate 
an agreement on this issue to 
take advantage of this hu-
manitarian offer on the part 
of the Swedish government." 

In stockholm, the Swedish 
Foreign Ofiice said in a state-
ment: 

"We are of course willing 
to help in every way from a 
humanitarian standpoint but 
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feetthat a question of ntern 
meet in a third countr mu* 
first be • negotiated b tween 
the parties dir ectl con-
cerned. 

"North Vietnam a d the 
United States have t e op-
tion of making direc con-
tacts at the Paris peas talks 
table to agree on thi a n d 
relevant measues which can 
be referred to us." 

Nixon himself has i dicat-
ed that the prisoner ft war 
issue is a major obsta 'le to 
complete American with-
drawal from South Viet am. 

	

His obvious interest 	re- 
solving the question w s un- 
derscored by the .fact M at he 
responded to a Stoc olm 

	

dispatch that the 	hite 
House indicatedwa sent 
around the world by o' w one 
news agency — A lence 
France Presse. 

Asked if the United 
could vouch for the ace 
of the AFP report. Zi 
said, "I can't go beyond 
I have said." 

He said that America 
plomats in. Stockholm 
not been in touch wi 
Swedish government, 
"I'm sure that there • wi 
diplomatic discussions 
the Swedish government 

Hanoi to date has 
pressed no interest in 
idea of interning war pr' 
ers on neutral ground. 

The South Vietnamese 
Tier had proposed that 
and wounded prisoners 
both sides and those im 
oned for four years or lo 
be interned in a neutral c 
try. 

The United States on-
curred in that move, initi ted 
at the Paris talks, and se er-
al times went out of its ay 
to publicize the idea. 
Hanoi negotiations m de 

no positive response •to the 
idea. 

Ziegler said that on the a-
sis of,  a Swedish foreign in-
istry statement reported by 
AFP he could summarize he 
situation in these words: 

"It comes down to this 'a-
sic point: Hanoi must e- 

spond." 
Ziegler went on to suggest 

that North Vietnam should 
give a positive response "if 
they are in any degree sin-
cere" about humane treat-
ment of prisoners and if they 
have "any consOence at 
all." 

ates 
acy 
gler 
hat 

di-
had 
the 
but 
1 be 

"th 

ex- 
the 
on- 

ear-
sick 
om 

iris-
ger 

aim ' 

Saigon (Paris, 8 Apr) 
offered to negotiate 
re.patriation or internment 
in neutral country of 
"able-bodied prisoners of 
war who have undergone a 
long period of captivity." 
(John L. Hess, Mimes 
9 Apr, filed Indochina.) 
Plan apparently coupled 
with offer to return 570 
disabled prisoners to 
North Vietnam. (John L. 
Hess, NYTimes 30 Apr, 
filed POW's.) 


