IiYTimes

Hdnoi Asks U.S. to Open
Talks N ow on Pullout Date
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[In Washington, .the ' Ad-

mmlstratlon dlsmlssed the
Communist  proposals = as

“propaganda” geared to anti-

The American representative
at the talks, David K. E. Bruce,
repeated that the United States
was prepared to discuss the
external
forces, including those of North

Mr. Bruce told reporters later
that he saw nothing new in the
North Vietnamese proposal and
nothing to discuss in a Vietcong
offer to cease firing on Ameri-
can troops who do not fire on
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PARIS April 29 — The Viet-
namese Communists invited the
United States today to open im-
mediate negotiations on setting
a date for an American with-
drawal and renewed their offer
|not to shoot at American troops

Xuan Thuy, the North Viet-
namese delegate, appeared to
go a shade farther than be-
fore in implying that the set-,
ting of a withdrawal date
would lead to the early repa,trl-
ation of all prisoners.

“I propose that at this con-
ference,” he said, “this very
day, or tomorrow, or another
day of your choice, we discuss
the question of fixing the date
for the withdrawal from South
Vietnam of United States forces
and of those of other ‘foreign
countries . in the American
camp, so as to be able then to
take up the question of the
guarantee of the security of the
United States soldiers. during
their withdrawal, and the ques-
tion of the release of the cap-;
tured troops.

“We think that if the discus-
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sions on these questions arrive
at positive results,. all = the
troops participating in the war
can then rapidly regain their
homes.”

Mrs. Nguyen Thi Binh, repre-
*|sentative for the so-called pro-
vinsional revolutionary govern-
ment, said todey that “the
South Vietnamese people and
its armed forces are dlspo sed
to cease fire on American sol-
diers who do not undertake hos-
tile actions toward them.” .

A spokesman. later reported
that this was a shorter version
of the “order of the day” an-
nournced on Monday, which was
directed to American troops op-
posed to the war and in effect
_|{invited them to negotlate local
cease-fires with opposing forc-
es. An observer close to the
Communist side said such
truces had been almost com-
‘Imonplace among opposing Viet-
namese in many areas through-
out the war.

The Communists made! no
mention of proposals by the al-
lied side covering prisoners: the
naming of a neutral protective
Ipower to observe camp condi-
tions and an offer by Saigon to
repatriate 570 disabled North
Vietnamese and to send 1,200
more prisoners, held four years
or more, to a neutral country
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'to the current antiwar activities

Jor mternment

The news briefings that fol-
lowed today’s session drew
three or four times their recent
attendance and were unusually
animated, apparently in re-
sponse to the “order of the
day” suggesting a cease-fire
and to the demonstrations in
the United States.

Under repeated and sharp
questioning, Stephen Ledogar,
the American spokesman, de-
clined - to say whether the
United States would negotiate
a final withdrawal date if it
received advance assurance|
that all the . prisoners would
be released. Under similar ques-
tioning the Communist side de-
clined to clarify its posmon any
further.

For the first time, no ques-!
tions were put to the spokes-
men of the Saigon government.
After reading a summary of
their -offer on prisoners, they
waited in a deepening sﬂence,
then left.

Offer ‘Not Credible’
By TAD SZULC

Special o The New York Times
WASHINGTON, April 29 —
The Nixon Administration sug-
gested today that the Commu-
nist proposals at the Paris peace
talks were “propaganda” geared

in the United States.
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de]egate to Paris peace talks, with reporters. She said

troops were disposed
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Saigon to return prisoners

to North Vietnam was apparently
made in Paris 8 Apr 71, coupled with
offer to negotiate repatriation or
internment in neutral country of
"ghle~bodied prisoners of war who

have unde
captivityl
Paris, T
Indochina
POW's).
risoners
SFExamin

B
‘

er 3 May T1,

rgone a long perdiod of

i}

See John L. Hess,

Mimes 9 Apr (filea
) and %0 Apr 71 (filed

Internment would involve
of both sides.
filed POW's.)

who are not hostile to the guer-
rillas is “not oredible.”

Vietnamese proposal for discus-

sions on the withdrawal
American troops, the Wh
House press secretary, Ron.
L. Ziegler, said that the Co
munists had been “unwilling
discugs or negotiate a cea
fire” as proposed by Mr. Nix
last autumn.

Other senior officials emp
sized that the United Sta

time a ‘‘standstill cease-fire”
Indochina, but, in line with
Presrdentxal policy, it wo
not negotiate troop withdray
dates -as long as the fightl
‘was'in progress. :

[ Likewise, senior officials said

|ﬁhat the .statement by M
Nguyen ‘Thi Binh that the V
cong forces would refrain fr
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Addressing himself to both
the North Vietnamese and Viet:
cong’ statements in  Paris,
Charles W. Bray 3d, the State
Department’s spokesman said
that “our judgment is that there
is nothing new in this.”

He said that Mrs. Binh’s an-
nouncement “has nothing to
do” with earlier American
cease-fire proposals.

“Madame Binh’s proposal is
in the category of propaganda
and we attach no particular
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the significance to it,” Mr. Bray
uld saxd
val United States officials noted

ng that Han01 had greatly in-
‘creased its “propaganda effort”
— aimed both at the North
Vietnamese population  and
'world public opinion—since the|.

antiwar activities resumed in 1
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