
P.O:W. Interviews 
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As Carefully Staged 

Special to The New York Times 
WASHINGTON, Dec. 28— 

Seoretary of Defense Melvin R. 
Laird today called the inter-
view of two American prisoners 
of war by a correspondent of 
the Canadian Broadcasting Cor-
poration a carefully "staged 
and edited" and "censored pro-
duction" that left many ques-
tions unanswered. 

The Christmas Day interview 
with two Navy pilots, at a camp 
on the outskirts of Hanoi, was 
viewed on American television 
lastOght and reported in news-
papers this morning. 

At a news conference, Mr. 
Laird criticized North Vietnam 
"for the cynical way" it al-
lowed only a handful of prison- 
iers to 	pn by Western cor- 
I respon 	s. 

At the White libuse, Ronald 
L. Ziegler, President Nixon's 
press secretary, said the Presi-
dent felt the television film was 
in "total disregard of the terms 
and intentions of the Geneva 
convention" covering prisoners. 

The prisoners, Comdr. Robert 
James Schweitzer and Comdr. 
Walter Eugene Wither, ap-
peared to be physically fit. 
They indicated that the condi-
tions of their captivity were 
satisfactory and they were criti-
cal of the United States role in 
Vietnam. 

The correspondent was al-
lowed to see, but not interview, 
five other prisoners. 

Mr. Laird noted that "there 
was no discussion, of course, of 
diet or medical treatment of 
men who might be sick or who 
might be wounded." 

"There was no idea of hOw 
many other camps,  there were 
or what they were like or even 
the condition of the people that 
were in the rest of the camp 
that was shown," he continued. 

By contrast, Mr. Laird said, 

the International Red Cross has 
the right to interview any 
dlorth Vietnamese or Vietcong 

soner in South Vietnam. 


