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The Plight of the F

By H. ROSS PEROT

DALLAS—In October, 1969, I first
became involved in efforts to secure
the release of American prisoners being
held by the North Vietnamese, Viet-
cong, Pathet Lao and Chinese. Our
strategy was developéd from numer-
ous meetings with them, and w1th
countries fnendly to them,

The North Vietnamese do not ‘want
the American people to become aroused
and outraged over “just 1,600 men.”
Consequently, it became necessary to
educate and irform the American peo-
. ble about the plights of our prisoners.

‘The public pressure created by the
American people’s concern for .these
"men has produced very tangible re-
-sults. Since last Christmas, the men are
receiving. better food and medical
treatment, the flow of mail coming out
has increased seventeen-fold, the num-
_ber of men identified and/or, allowed
to write has tripled, the rate of pack-
ages the men can receive has.increased
six-fold and the allowable size of this
- year’s Christmas package has almost
dcmbled

For the past year we have been
building what we refer to as a “pyra-
_mid.” At the top of the pyramid is
our national Government. We have
asked Congress to assist this campaign
in -a number of ways. Every request
has met with a quick, enthusjastic
response. On May 1 we requested
replicas of the cells and cages be
placed in the rotunda of the Capitol.
This was done. It was unprecedented.

We then requested that the House
~and Senate prepare strongly worded
resolutions demanding the release of
the prisoners. This, too, was done. The
resolutions were delivered.' The North
Vietnamese released a film of life jn a

prison camp upon recelpt of the House’

resolution.

We asked Congress 1o m-eet in ]oult
gession to express concern for the
plight of these men. This has been
done. It, too, was unprecedented.

We have visited privately with a

“number of Senators who disagree with
the Administration’s position on the
war, asking their active support in
gaining the release of the prisoners.
To a man, we found the Senators to be
aware, concerned, sympathetic and
willing to take action to help these
men. Again and again over the past
year we have found that while there
may be disagreement about the con-
duct of the war, our nation is united
in its desire to gain the release of the
prlsoners

"~ We are now involved in what we

refer to as the “Village Campaign.”’

Cities, towns and regions across the

zens is selected, representing a profile

‘and children need them desperately

country are organizing independently,
conducting massive letter-writing cams-
paigns within each city, holding the
mail in that city. At the end of the
campaxgn a delegation of private citi-

of the community, to take the. mail,
visit with the North Vietnamese and

seek the release of the men from that-

city. This lets the North Vietnamese
see that it is not. just the Presidént,

the House and Senate, the families and - .

a handful of concerned citizens—it is
the whole nation that wants these men
back now.

The North Vietnamese don’t nee
these men because they have no valy
after being interrogated, Their wive

Their fate is in your hands. Would yo
make a series of small sacrifices fg
these: men who have done so muc
for us? . _
Each. time you put on or remove
your socks, think of the prisoners.

commeon form of torture is to with.

hold ‘a prisoner’s socks. Without socks,
the mosquitoes bite on his exposed
feet causing the feet to swell two to
three times their normal size. The

‘prisoner then encounters all the prob- -

lems of infection and malaria, without

the 'beneflt of - medlcme
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-text. It should have read: “ .
have.been 790.fliers downed ever the - -
North. What happened to the other
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As you put on your socks each
morning, ask yourself, “What am I
going to do for these men foday?” As
you remove- your socks in the eve- -

‘ning, ask yourself, “What have I done
_for these men today? Have I done

enough? Could I have done more°"_
Never forget that the men in' the
prison- camps are made aware by
newly captured prisoners of what you

'and I are domg to gain theu- release. -
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= H Ross Perot, a Dallas- busmessman,

has been attempting for over a year to
gam the relecse of Amerlcan prisoners

_ln, North Vzetnam

" Correction

In a- receent ‘article by Barbara
some words
were . inadvertently drorpped from the -
. There

461? Information released recently by
Mrs. Cora Weiss of the Liaison' Com-
mittee lists names of manhy men who, -
it is said, ‘have never heen detained -
in North Vietnam.’ Some of ‘these men
were known prisoners; have been
1dent1f1ed from pxctures or . other
seuvces W
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