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in American-Soviet relations, 
but the . Nixon Administrtetioie 
intends to continue to negotiate! 
realistically. 
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the :Paris peace talks could be 
another justification for renew-
ing the bombing. "That's not 
the premise on which we're op-
erating," he said. 

Nonetheless, a senior John-
son Administration official who 
declined to be quoted by name 
asserted that the Nixon Admin-
istration was unilaterally 
changing the terms of tie 1968 
unlierstanding„. 

In addition, fornier Secretary 
of Defense Clark M. Clif "orri ex-
panded an earlier aLegation 
that Mr. Nixon's warnings, is-
sued at a news conference Dec. 
10; constituted 6 radica, depar-
ture from the understanding. 
He termed Mr; Nixon's state-
ments a distressing change pf 
policy. 

Senatorial critic's of the Ad-
ministration have accused the 
President of trying to lay the 
groundwork for a renewed 
bernhing campaign as ground 
strength is reduced. 

Expanding on remarks in a 
television appearance on Dec. 
11, Mr. Clifford said tin an inter-
view today that President 
Nixon had departed radically 
from the understanding 'ay add-
ing "two new elements"—the 
threat to resume bombing if the 
level of combat in the South 
increased and the threat to 
knock out North ,Vietnamese 
missile sites and the military 
complexes around them if 
American reconnaissance planes 
are' --fired on from • them. 

Under. a new news-con Terence 
format, in which Mr. Rogers 
enecturaged members of the 
press to group their questions 
by subject, they came,  back 
several times to interrogate him 
about Mr. Nixon's warning on 
bombing. 

Mr. Roger's sought to treat 
that as a separate Issue from  

the 1968 , understanding that 
brought an end to the Johnson 
Administration's bombing c 
paign against the North. 
understanding, he said, requi 
Hanoi-  to refrain from shelling 
major South Vietnamese cities 
and from violating the demili-
tarized zone and permitted con-
tinued American reconnaissance 
flights over the North. Refer-
ring to the President, he ex-
plained: 

t,
"Now, he didn't say that was 
ny,  part of the understanding. 
bviously, it couldn't be part 

f the understanding. At the 
nee the understanding 

reached, there wasn't any 
Vietnamization program. Amer-
icans were not being withdrawn 
from South Vietnam. So it's 
quite a different situation." 

Secretary Rogers contended 
that there had been no change 
in the Nixon policy since troop 
withdrawals were ordered in 
mid-1969. He cited several gen-
eral warnings by Mr. Nixon 
late in 1969 and this year that 
he would take appropriate ac-
tion if enemy moves jeapardized 
the safety of the American 
forces. 

The more explicit language 
used by the President Dec. 10, 
Mr. Rogers added, was to in-
sure that there be "no misun-
derstanding that we were under 
anyeeestrictions or inhibitions 
in tithe process of our troop 're- 
plecrenente 	 • , 

"Pi sure the other side get 
the message," he said. 
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But Mr. Rogers a 
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not constitute a new 
the, Nixon Administrati 
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Vietnam figured most 
!ley In Mr. Rogers 50- 

ews conference. He ac. 
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meneuyer" in releasing prisoner; 
lists--without any new 11. mes, 
—in the Christmas season as an 
attempt to divert attention' 
from its refusal to open 

soner camps to international 
nspection, [The North viet-

tamese Foreign Ministry de- 
fended the treatment of the 
prisoners as humane and said, 
their plight was a result oe 
American "atrocities" in Viete 
nam.1 
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