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Tells Senators That a Lack
of ‘Serious’ Negofiations
Imperils Bombing Halt
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WASHINGTON, Dec. 11 «
Secretary of Defense Melvin R.
Laird suggested today that the
absence of progress at the Paris
peace talks could provide an-
other justification for renewed
bombing of North Vietnam,

The Secretary, in testimony
before the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, also warned
that the 1968 understanding that
led to the halt in the bombing
of North Vietnam could be dis-
carded if Hanoi refused to rec-
ognize the right of the United
States, under the understand-
ing, to fly reconnaissance
flights over its territory.

In listing the conditions un-
der which the United States
halted the borabing, Mr. Laird
laid particular stress upon what
he described as the North Viet-
namese understanding that “we
expected them to sit down for
serious negotiations -in Paris.”
North Vietnam has consistently
denied publicly that it agreed
to any understanding to end the
bombing. ]

He and Fu!bright See Moye
to Step Up War Despite

No Clear Denial Made

The: comments of Mr: Laird,
combitied with those of Presi-
dent Nixon at his news confer-
ence last night, contributed to
a growing impression on Capi-
tol Hill, particularly among the
critics of the Vietnam war, that
the Administration was broad-
ening its interpratation of the
1968 understanding, and, in the
process, establishing a justifica-
tion for renewed bombing of
the North. N

Senator Stuart Symington;
Democrat of Missouri, told Mr.
Laird, “It is as clear as light
to me that we have now de-
cided fo escalate the war over
North Vietnam” -~ a statement
that did not provoke afiy im-
mediate, clear denial from the
Secretary.

Linked to Infiltration .

Senator J. W. Fulbright, the
committee chairman, said that
the Administration — through
retaliatory bombings against
North Vietnam, military aid for
Cambodia and the rescue mis-
sion to a prisoner-of-war camp
near Hanoi last month — had
made  some fundamental
changes that constitute “a re-
versal of policy” and “a re«
sumption of the warfare cone
ducted by the preceding Ad-
ministration.” e

Like the Johnson Adminis-
tion, Mr. Fulbright said, the
Nixon Administration appears
to be seeking a Vietnam set-
tlement “through the applica-
'tion of superior force on North
Vietnam.”
The Administration’s stiffen-
ing attitude on the possibility
of - bombing North Vietnam ap-
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. |Continued From Page 1, Col. 8|1y called for North Vietnam to
respect the “demilitarized zone,
cease shelling population cen-
ters in South Vietnam and en-
ter. meaningful negotiations at
the Paris talks.

Mr. Laird told the Senate
committee today that there was
no question that North Viet-
nam understood that it had to
respect the demilitarized zone,
refrain from shelling major pop-
ulation centers and permit Am-

peared to lie partly in a desire
|to warn Hanoi not to take mili-
tary advantage of the contin-
uing American troop withdraw-
alyfrom South Vietnam. But
‘Administration sources also
suggested that the warnings
were related fo what they
termed the high rate of con-
tinued troop infiltration from
North Vietnam.
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Vietnamese troops, . according|ations in Paris.
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to the: tintelligence reports, are
moving int6 Cambodia, with
some units entering , southern
Laos and others the northern
section ‘of South Vietnam.

Officials involved in the aral-
ysis of Hanoi’s strategy - were
reportedly coming to the con-
clusion that  North Vietnam
was taking the calculated risk
of a resumption of American
bombing in order to improve
its positions in all military the-
aters of Indochina.

The first explicit Administra-
tion step toward broadening the
intenpretation of the 1968 un-
derstanding ~—— in what John-
'son Administration-officialg are
privately describing:as “a com-
plete departure” from past pol-
icy .— was taken by President
Nixon_ at his news conference
last night.

Conditions for Bombing

. Discussing the understanding,
Mr. Nixon said he would order
the bombing of military sites
and supply lines in North Viet-
nam if the Communists “in-
creased the level of fighting” as
American ‘troops were with-
drawn.

The President also said that
if ~American reconnaissance
planes were fired upon, he
wauld order the bombing of the
antiaircraft missile sites and
the military complexes around
them,  ° s
The " tnderstanding Teported-

When'the understanding was
reached, the Johnson Adminis-
tration interpreted the condi-
‘tion of “meaningful” negotia-

-|tions as acceptance of South

Vietnam at the negotiating ta-
le — an interpretation con-
curred in today by a. high-
ranking Johnson Administration
official who, declined to be
quoted by name. But the impli-
cation of Mr, Laird’s cotiment
was that continuation of the un-
derstanding  was
upon progress at the peace
talks, which have long been
stalemated.

Suppleémentary Aid Sought

ing $255-million for Cambodia.
But the . Cambodian issue be-
came almost forgotten in ' the
discussion of the bombing halt
and in- heated comments by
Senator Fulbright on whether
the Defense Department had
known if there were American
prisoners in the camp near
Hanoi when.the rescue attempt
was staged.
Senator Fulbright ‘suggested
that the Defense Department
had known that thers were no
prisoners in the camp when
the raid was ordered. Protest-

ing that the Arkansas Demo-

contingent |’

Mr. Laird appeared hefore th|.
Foreign Relatioris Committee in|:
support of the Administration’s|-
request for ‘$1-billion™in " sup-|-
plementary military aid, inclid-

crat was spreading innuendoes

‘passage of authoriza

reflecting upon his

ness, Mr. Laird said the raid
had been undertaken with the
expectation that there would

be “a 50-50 chance
cuing prisoners. -

The Senate Appropriations
meanwhile, ap-
proved the additional military

Committee,

aid funds, including
bodian program. But
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Hanoi Critical of

PARIS, Dec. 11
noi’s delegation to
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to the conference “wi

endd perfidy” that

ing a grave menace to its

work.”
Commenting on
Nixon'’s

news conferencg,. a
statement 'by the delegation
‘termed his remarks “extremely
bellicose and threatening.”
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