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Leggett, Riegle, McGovern, Hatfield and col-
leagues poin out that the number and identity of 
U. S. prison rs is largely unknown, and their plAn 
would requi e North Vietnam first to state the num-
ber of priso ers and then identify them. 

This di closure would be matched by 'a U. S. 
agreement t withdraw all troops by a stated inter-
val — say, 2 months — if each withdrawal were 
matched by corresponding prisoner release. 

A mutu fly acceptable intermediary, either a 
country or 
	

international agency, would receive 
and hold pri• oners as they are released and sirtrulta-
neously mon tor U. S. troop departures to insure to 
the enemy t at we were not substituting replace-
men ts. 

Finally, the proposal requires North Vietnam-
ese consent o checks and inspection by the third 
Country or • rganization to insure that no additional 
prisoners ar being held beyond the official numbers 
on which the mutual release is based. 
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FED UP WITH what they regard as the Nixon Ad-
ministration's continuing exploitation of U. S. 

prisoners in North Vietnam for political purposes, 
men in both houses of Congress who favor withdraw-
al from Vietnam have decided to meet the issue 
head-on. 

Leading the effort is California 
Congressman Robert Legge t t, 
who has the active support of 
Michigan Republican Congress-
man Don Riegle. They are now 
privately circulating a proposal 
for signature, in the form of a let-
ter to the President. It may yet 
beCome a proposed amendment. 

Their proposal is called "Proportional Repatria-
tion" and will be co-sponsored in the Senate by 
Geofte McGovern. (Dem-S. D.) and Mark Hatfield 
(Rep-Ore.). 

* * * 

THE LETTER PROPOSES that Mr. Nixon tie to-
gether his twin desires to end the war and release 

the prisoners in the form of a new negotiating oft el. 
in Paris. The plan would be to offer an equal per-
centage 'of withdrawal in American forces from Viet-
nam as the enemy releases an equal proportion of 
the prisoners it ,now holds. 


