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FULBRIGNT SEES PENTAGON TAKING TOP POLICY ROLE 

Senator Also Asserts Laird Misrepresented the Facts on Bom 

by Terence Smith 
Special to The New York Times 

Washington, Nov. 29 - Senator J. W. Fulbright charged 
Department had displaced the State Department as the prima 
foreign policy, particularly in Southeast Asia. 

The Arkansas Democrat, Chairman of the Senate Foreig 
described the allied incursion into Cambodia last May as " 
Department decision," said that the Secretary of State had 
best in that and other major decisions. 

LIn Saigon, the Associated Press reported the U 
commnrd had said that an American bomber attacked a 
antiaircraft position in North Vietnam Monday. The 

the site was five-and-a-half miles north of the derail' 
near the Laotian border. It termed the raid "prole.  

In a fast-moving interview on the Columbia Broadcast 
the Nation," Mr. Fulbright accused Secretary of Defense Mel 
misrepresenting the facts when he testifed before the Fore 
week on the extent of the United States bombing in North V 

"They misrepresent the facts," the Senator said. " 
it all the time." 
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No Mention of Attacks  

Mr. Laird testified for two and a half hours before t' e committee last Tuesday on 
the attempt to free United. States prisoners from North Vietiam without mentioning the air 
strike that was carried out near Hanoi in connection with tie raid. 

The details of that air attack - the Pentagon initially had said that United States 
warplanes had stayed below the 19th parallel - were disclos d only on Friday after 
President Nixon reportedly let word of it slip at a White H use dinner for wounded 
Vietnam veterans 

on Thanksgiving:7 
The Defense Secretary was 

not available for comment to-

r

:Mt-on the Senator's remarks, 

but the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Public Affairs, 
Daniel Z. Henkin, noted that 
Mr. Laird had responded to all 
of the Senators' questions. "He 
gave a factual report of what 
happened," Mr. Henkin said. 

Discussing the Defense De-
partment's role in foreign pol-
icy, Mr. Fulbright said its huge 
budget' and vast manpower 
gave it sweeping influence 
over most of the Administra-
tion's important decisions. Sec-
retary Laird and Henry Kissin-
ger, the President's special ad-
viser on national security, he 
said, far outweighed Secretary 
of State William, p. Rogers in 
the formulation of • foreign 
policy. 

Asked if this might be the 
result of a difference in style 
among the three men, Mr. Ful-
bright shot back: "I don't think 
$80-billion a year [the defense 
'budget] is a matter of style. 
In our kind of economy this is 
muscle, this is influence, this 
is power. It controls everything 
that goes in our Government 
to a great extent. It's the pri-
mary control." 

As a result of this, the Sena-
tor said, Mr. Rogers's role in 
making foreign policy has be-
come "subsidiary," and the dip-
lomatic complications involved 
in a raid such as the one on 
the prisoner-of-war camp last 
weekend are seldom con-
sidered. 

To correct this situation, Mr. 
Fulbright said, a Secretary of 
State would have to be a "ge-
nius" to overcome "20 years of 
steady growth of the military 
establishment" and ."their ex-
tremely complex and far-reach-
ing propaganda machine."  

On another point, the Sena-
tor took issue with Mr. Ro s 
on the question whether, ak 
Secretary of State testified last  

- - - 	- week, the Nixon Administra- 
tion is winding drawn the war 
in Vietnam. 

"It seemsto me it's more in-
tense," Me. Fulbri ht said. La-

' ter he added t t President 
Nixon probably w nted a nego-
tiated solution to the war as 
much as anyone Ise, but that 
the steps he is to ing, such as 
the Cambodian i cursion, are 
"simply not calcul ted to bring 
it about." 
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Mr. Ky predicte that in the 
dry season jusu beginning 
throughout most if Indochina 
the North Viet amese will 
launch major m itary cam-
paigns in both C mbodia and 
the northern provi ces of South 
Vietnam. 

In answer to a political clues-
tion, -, .the Vice Pr sident indi- 

cated that he would be willing 
to ‘step aside in the coming na-
tional elections in South Viet-
nam if such a gesture would 
contribute to the "unity of the 
anti-Communist forces" in Sai-
gon. 
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