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Washington 
Senator J. William Fut 

bright charged yesterday 
that the Defense Depart. 
ment had displaced tb0 
State Department as the 
primary formulator of 
American foreign policy, 
particularly in Southeast 
Asia. 

The chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee described the 
Allied incursion into Cam. 
bodia last May as "essen-
tially a Defense Depart• 
ment decision," and said 
that the secretary of state 
had played a secondary 
role at best in that and 
other major decisions. 

On the making of foreign 
policy, Fulbright said, "The 
miliary establishment . . . 
runs nearly the whole court,  
try." 

In a fast-moving interview 
on the Columbia Broadcast-
ing zsystem's "Face the Na. 
tion," the Arkansas Demo-
crat accused Defense Secre. 
tary Melvin R. Laird of mis,  
representing the facts when 
he testified before his corn. 
mittee last week on the ex. 

1 tent of the United States 
bombing in North Vietnam.  
"They misrepresent the 

facts; obviously he dill and 
they do it all the time" the 
senator said. 

ATTEMPT 
Laird testified for 2M 

hours before the committee 
last Tuesday on the attempt 
to free United States prison. 
ers from North Vietnam 
without mentioning the 
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bombing that was carriedout 
near Hanoiinconnection 
with the raid. 

The details of that bombing 
the Pentagon initially had 

said that U.S. warplanes had 
stayed below the 19th Parl-
lel — were only disclosed 
Friday after President Nixon 
let word of it slip at a White 
House dinner for wounded 
Vietnam veterans on Thurs- 
day. 
p The defense secretary was 
not available for comment On 
the senator's remarks, but 
the assistant secretary of de-
fense for public affairs, Dan-
iel Z. Henkin, noted that 
Laird had responded to all of 
the senator's questions. "He 
gave a factual report of what 
happened," Henkin said. 

INFLUENCE 
Discussing the Defense De- 

partment's role in foreign 
power give it sweeping influ-
ence over most of the admin-
istration's important d e c i-
sions., Laird and Henry Kis 
singer, the president's spe-
cial adviser on national secu-
rity, he said, far outweigh 
Secretary of State William P. 
Rogers in the formulation of 
foreign policy. 

Asked whether this might 
be the result of a difference 
in style among the three 
men, Fulbright shot back: "I 
don't think $80 billion a year 
(the defense budget) is a 
matter of style. In our kind 
of economy, this is muscle, 
thig is influence, this is pow-
er. It controls everything 
that goes on in our govern-
ment to a great extent. It's 
the primary control." 

As a result of this, the Sen- 
ator said, Roger's role in 
making foreign policy has 
become "subsidiary," and 
the diplomatic complications 
involved in a raid similar to 
the one on the POW camp 
last weekend are seldom con-
sidered. 

To correct this situation, 
Fulbright said, a Secretary 
Of -State would have to ir a 
"genius" to overcome 
years of steady growth of the 

military establishment" na 
"their extremely comp Iv x 
and far-reaching propaganda 
machine:" 

On another point, the Sena-
tor took issue with Rogers on 
the question of whe her, as 
the secretary testified last 
week, the Nixon Administra-
tion , was winding clown the 
war in Vietnam. 

A"It seems to me it's more 
intense," Fulbright said. 

SOLUTION 
Later he added that Prpi-

dent Nixon probably wanted 
a negotiated solution to the 
war as much as anyone else, 
but that the steps he was tak-
ing, such as the Cambodian 
incursion, were "sirr ply not 
calculated to bring it bout." 

Fulbright indicated that it 
doesn't matter whether the 
Senate rejects the adminis-
tration's request for neatly 
$283 million for aid to Cam-
bodia. 

"Even if he (Nixon) gets 
no money I'm not ure we 
can deny him the money," 
Fulbright said. "Just to be 
honest about it, if he wishes 
to do it if this bill fails they'd 
still probably get the money 
from other sources. 

"He's already shifted $100 
million to Cambodia and 
spent it without the slightest 
authority," although it was 
done under normal proce-
dures, Fulbright said. 

"We were told the last 
thing they would do was go 
in there and support (Pre-
mier) Lon Nol's (Cambodia) 
government with vast arrays 
of machines and so on and 
people, but not that's exactly 
what they're asking to do." 

He said, "They're follow-
ing almost the same tactics, 
the same proceduresthe 
Johnson administration did. I 
see very little difference." 

Fulbright said that except 
for the troop withdrawals, 
there is no differerce be-
tween the John and Nixon 
administration policie s on 
Southeast Asia. 
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