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Ili SAYS PLANES' 
HIT HANOI REGION 
T COVER MISSION 

Pentagon Concedes Attac 

After Days of Denials 

Sirike Missiles Used 

1 
19TH PARALLEL CROSSED 

Nixon Reportedly Told of 

Strike at Thanksgiving 

Dinner With Veterans 

By TAD SZULC 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 27 -
The Defense. Department ac-
knoWledged today that United 
States aircraft struck military 
targets near Hanoi last Satur-
day, during the landing of com-
mandos who sought to liberals 
American prisoners of war. 

Daniel Z. Henkin, Assistant 
Secretary of Deefnse for Public 
Affairs, said that the American 
planes, covering the helicopter 
raiders flying from Thailand 
alone the Red River valley, 
used "appropriate ordnance" 
on North Vietnamese antiair-
craftt missile and artillery posi-
tions,  and troop units in the 
vicinity of the prisoner of war 
camp at Sontay, 23 miles west 
of Hanoi. 

Mr. Henkin refused to de-
scribe this "ordnance," but he 
said under questioning that "I 
would not say flatly that no 
bombs were dropped in the 
area:" 

Shrikes' Launched 
Later in the day, however, 

the Defense Department 'an-
nounced that "about a dozen" 
Shrike missiles, designed to 
neutralize the radar of surface-
to-air SAM-2 batteries, had 
been launched near Sontay dur-
ing the "protective" mission, 

When Secretary of Def ll se 
Melvin R. Laird announce. en 
Monday the unsuccessful effprt 
t fescue the prisoners, hete-
riled the use of any "ordnance."  

'The next day, he told a Con-
sional committee that the 

"diversionary" actity 
during the commando raid 5  re 
flares dropped from ca r-
based Navy aircraft to de ct 
the enemy radar. 
4But President Nixon was 
quoted as having told a group 
of disabled Vietnam Veterans 
at the White House Thanksgiv-
ing dinner yesterday that an 
ain raid was carried out on a 
military installation next to 
Sontay to keep North Vietna-
mese troops pinned down be-
fere the helicopters landed. 
..)Until today, the Administra-
tion had steadfastly denied any 
airs attacks north of the llth 
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parallel, which runs 150 miles 
belOw. the Hanoi-Haiphong re- 
g ' , and kept secret for more 
t n two days the fact that the 
h aP  copter raiders had gone 

Sontay. 
conceding for the first 

t ae that the Hanoi area had 
biiin attacked from the air dur-
ing.' last weekend's _raids on 
North Vietnam, Mr. Henkin at-
tenipted to draw a clear dis-
titktion between the "protec-
tiVe" operations sur.ounding 
the Sontay raid and the wider 

' bombings of a variety of Com-
munist targets. 

The large-scale bombings 
more than 200 American 

planes were officially described 
here last Saturday as "protec-
tive reaction" to the downing 
a week earlier of an unarmed 
United States reconnaissance 
aircraft over North Vietnam. 

'But 'it was only on Monday 
t Defense Secretary Mel- 

R. Laird 'annourr ed the 
soner-rescue attempt, dis- 
sing two days later that the 

Nixon Administration h be-
latedly decided to • m 
known publicly to a 	a 
"credibility gap." The com-
mandos found the camp empty 
of prisoners. 

'The credibility problem, as•  
MF. Laird told a 'Congressional 
committee, 'resulted f 	the 
North Vietnamese charges that 
if bombing North Vietnam the 
Adnerican aircraft had attacked 
the Hanoi and Haiphong area 
hi "waves." 

Charges by Hanoi 
North Vietnam had insisted 

from the outset, however, that 
American planes had bombed 
the Hanoi area during the 
larger attacks last Saturday and 
Sunday, and had killed 49 
civilians and .woundec. some 
United States prisoners of war 
at an undisclosed but nearby 
location. 

Hanoi itself acknowledged 
only on Wednesday that United 
States raiders had attempted 
to rescue prisoners. It did so 
in a general way, still relating 
the Sontay incident to the over 
all weekend bombings. 

Prior to Mr. Henkin's dis-
closure this noon of 'the' air 
"protective action" for the 
raiders, the Defense Depart-
ment spoke only 'o'f "diversion-
ary" action during the corn-
maldo raid. 

Testifying last Tuesday be-
fore the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee. Mr. Laid said 
only 'that "we had some flares 
dropped 'by Navy diversionary 
planes and they were flares to 
illuminate and divert the radar 
s em, the antiaircraft system, 
to at side." 

Although it was not known 
what had prompted the Defense 
Department to confirm that 
there had been offensive air 
action near Hanoi the night 
of the commando raid, Mr. 
Henkin's comments - today 
served to clarify some of the 
contradictions around the 
operation. 

Thus, his reference to "ap-
propriate ordnance" fired by 
the planes coupled with the 
mention of antiaircraft missile 
positions attacked by the escort 
aircraft •appeared to explain the 
North Vietnamese charges that 
parts of Shrike rockets were 
found near Hanoi. 

Shrikes •are air-to-ground 
missiles that ride down the 
radar beams of enemy SAM 
missile 'batteries. They have 
been extensively used over 
Vietnam and the presumption 
is that they were used to neu-
tralize the SAM emplacements 
during the Sontay • foray. 

Later lathe day, the Defense 
Department formally confirmed 
that "about a dozen" Shrikes 
had 'been •fired during the pri-
soner-rescue 'attempt. 

Mr. Henkin said that the ac-
companying air attacks had 
been designed to "draw - fire 
away from the central opera-
tions" in what he called 'the 
immediately adjacent area" of 
the camp. 

"There were some antiair-
installations in the area, 

ich we knew about, and 
re were some troops in the 

area, which we knew about," 
he said. 


