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HOMG KOMe AP = North Vietnam sald tdday that the UeSe commando
aittempt last week to free American prisoners from North Vietham
was an excuse for the extremely serious war act| of Trenewed]
air attacks against our nation and our people.’’ : :
fanol Radlo made the charge in what it said was an official .
‘statement by the North Vieénamese‘government. The : :
Vietnamese=language broadcast said at one point that !
the United Stabes had "“invented®’ the commando rhid, but it- :
we.s not clear whebther or not Hanoi wag sccusing the tnited States
of making up the story about the raid. : :
invention®?® referred to the

|
!

It was possible that' % e

idea for carz*;yin%;j the raid out,. : . ,

fhe statement also sccused the United States of F Inventing ,

» « o the lie that there was an understanding thef the Democratic .
Ee%ublic of Vietnam would permit spy flights over| its territbry =«
af ter the unconditional halt of all U,S. bombing of DRVN territory.®®
Prior to the Nov, 21 air attacks againgt North Vietnam, U,.S. e
Defense Secretary Melvin Lalrd said such an agreement of understanding

"had been reacﬁ@dgﬁy Hanol and Washington at the itime of the 1958 ‘
Uedo bombing halfi'in North Vietnam. Laird said this agreement

s belng violat@l by North Vietnam by the shootim% down of unarmed

UsS e regpnnai@s« ce planes, and he warned at that|time of retaliatory
glr sirikes. 4

. ioday’s broadcdst said ‘ “sueh inventions!’ as Talrd’s clain Lo,
- 8ud the repord ¢f the FeSi—commnio ratd— ‘are blhtant exCuses T

he word

' for continuing the aggressive air war against the| DRV,

But ‘neither of these perfidious argumenis can prevent our

" people and our fighlers meting out the just punishment due the -
UpSe aggressors for their war erimes,’’ the stabtement said.

.. .Hor can either of these invented and false excuses hide from

- the publie, in the United States as well as throughout the world,
. the serious war crimes perpetrated by wave after Wwave of American

war planes atibacking more than 80 givilian,gepulaﬁed targets

dn our nation and killing scores of lnnocent civiliams.®’
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