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Medals for 4 

Nixon Hon 
Heroes of 

.Paris Talks 
Threatened, 
Reds Warn 

Paris 
North Vietnam warned 

last, night of "increasingly 
serious thrats" to the fu-
ture of the Paris peace 
talks in a commentary on 
the weekend United States 
bombing a n d commando 
raids on its territory. 

In its first comment on the 
attempt to free U.S. prison-
ers of war in the north, the 
Hanoi delegation said the 
Nixon Administration "must 
bear the entire responsibility 

• for the consequences stem-
ming from its adventurous 
acts." 

Air strikes already had 
caused the North Vietnamese 
to call off the 93rd session of 
the talks, scheduled to be 
held yesterday. Both sides 
have agreed that a session be 
held next Thursday, but a 
further boycott is possible. 

The st at e ment stressed 
that the early Pent agon 
statements on the bombing 

raids denied that there had 
been attacks ni the Hanoi-
Haiphong region. 

The statement citedat 
length the American state-
ment concerning the acivi-
ties over North Vietnam and 
said "All these cynical dec-
laration by responsible per-
sons in the Nixon Adminis-
t r a t i o n show clearly that 
they employ their ingenuity 
to find the most illogical pre-
texts for new 'adventurous 
acts a g ains t" North Viet-
nam, "thus creating a grave 
threat to peace and security 
in Asia and to the Paris con-
ference o • tnam." 

associated Press 

Washington 
President Nixon, deco-

rated four key figures in 
the futile weekend raid on 
a North Vietnamese prison 
camp yesterday and prom-
ised the United States will 
do all it can "at the diplo-
matic table and in other 
ways" to rescue American 
prisoners of war. 

This was Mr. Nixon's first 
direct comment on the epi-
sode. He didnot elaborate on 
what he meant by helping 
prisoners "in other ways." ' 

Before pinning medals on 
the chests of two officers and 
two enlisted men at a pecial 
ceramony in the state dining 
room of the White House, 
Mr. Nixon said he had asked 
his military advisers how 
they could find volunteers to 
undertake such escapades. 

THOUSANDS 
The chief executive quoted 

Admiral  Thomas Moorer, 
chariman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, as telling him "we 
could have had thousands of 
volunteers" for an operation 
aimed at plucking American 
prisoners from cells in North 
Vietnam. 

Mr. Nixon said that on this 
Thnaksgiving Eve, Am e r 
cans could all be thankful 
that the nation has such men 
as those he honor e d. He 
spoke of it as "a day that 
makes us very proud of the 
United States." 

The medal presentation 
was the latest in a series of 
Administration m eve s to 
overcome any criticism of 
the Son Tay mission by pic-
turing it as a heroic deed in 
which Americans risked 
their lives to save their fel-
lows. 

adier Genera 
or, 49, of M 
N.Y.; planne 

nd vete 
combat mis•ions in World 
War II and V etnam. 

• The Dist nguished Serv-
ice Cross, the nation's second 
highest awar for heroism, 
to Army Co mnei Arthur D. 
simons, 52, of New York 

C ity, who led the assault. 

o The Dist nguished Serv-
ice Cross to zany Sergeant 
First Class T'rone J. Adder-
ly, 27, of P iladelphia, for 
disregard of 's own life in 
approaching eavy automat-
ic weapons fir• and "neutral-
izing" the en my with return 
grenade fire. 

• The Air once Cross to 
Technical Ser •eant Leroy 
Wright. 38, o Little Falls. 
Minn., a hell Ater crewman 
who helped la down cover-
ing fire durin evacuation of 
Son Tay after suffering pain-
ful injuries t his left foot 
and ankle dun rig his craft's 
landing in th prisOn corn-
pound. W r i. h t was on 
crutches at th ceremony. 
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AWARDS . 
The chief executive 

presented. these awards: 
• The distinguished Serv-

I ice Medal to, Akr Force Brig- 


