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By TAD SZULC 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 25 —li  
Secretary of Defense Melvin 
R. Laird said today that the 
Nixon Administration disclosed 
the commando raid last Friday 
on the empty prisoner-of-war 
camp in North Vietnam to 
avoid a "credibility problem" 
with the American public. 

Testifying before the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, Mr. 
Laird seemed to astonish the 
Congressmen with the state-
ment that "It was not my plan 
to bring [the raid] to the public 
attension, necessarily." 

Later, senior Administratiltn 
offipjals said that the United 
States originally had no inten-
tion of •announcing the raid at 

!
all because it had failed to 
;free the prisoners who, un-
known to American intel-
ligence, had been moved from 
the camp near Hanoi to an-
other compound several weeks 
earlier. 

Medals Awarded 
Mr. Nixon awared medals for 

gallantry to four participants 
in the raid at a White House 
ceremony this afternoon. 

Mr. Laird, in his testimony, 
said that the United States had 
been accused by North Viet-
nam of "what we did not do—
sending waves of planes on 
Hanoi and Haiphong," and, 
therefore, "we have a certain 
problem of credibility in our 
society." 

He said that he had recom- 
mended that "we go public" 
with the announcement on 
Monday because the Adminis-
tration had "to explain what 
we did in the North." 

Under persistent questioning 
by Representative John C. Cul-
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American aircraft, carrying out 
retaliatory air strikes over the 
southern section of North Viet-
name at the time of the com-
mando raid had struck the cap-
ital area, the Nixon Administra-
tion decided Monday afternoon 
to tell the story. 

North Vietnam, usually quick 
to charge the United States 
with aggressive acts, waited 48 
houis more and only today in-
formed its population of the 
landing at Sontay. 

The air strikes were ordered, 
according to. the Administra-
tion, to punish Hanoi for having 
violated a 1968 "understand-
ing" under which the United 
States halted its bombings of 
North Vietnam in exchange for 
a series of unwritten commit-
ments by Hanoi. 

Specifically, the Administra-
tion charged that the "under-
standing" was violated through 
the shooting down on Nov. 13 
of an unarmed American recon-
naissance plane over North Vi-
etnam and the recent shellings 
of the cities of Saigon and Hue 
in South Vietnam by the Coth-
munists. 

Associated Press 

Defense Secretary Melvin 
R. Laird at House hearing. 

United Press International 

Secretary of State William 
P. Rogers gives testimony. 

Political Victory Seen 
Although th commando raid 

failed to reach its specific ob-
jectives, the Nixon Administra-
tion appeared to have turned 
the Sontay expedition into 
something of a domestic politi-
cal victory as its most out-
spoken Congressional critics 
vied with each other in praising 
the gallantry of the raiders even 
as they deplored the risks un-
dertaken in the operation. 

Thus, President Nixon today 
pinned the Distinguished Serv-
ice Medal on Brig. Gen. Leroy 
J. Manor, of the Air Force, who 
planned the mission, and the 
DistinguiShed Service Cross on 
Col. Arthur D. Simons, of the 
Army, who led the raiding 
party. 

He awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross to Specialist 1 
Tyrone J. Adderly of the Army 
for "neutralizing" the enemy on 
the ground with grenade fire, 
and the Air Force Cross to 
T. Sgt. Leroy M. Wright, a heli-
copter crewman, who helped 
lay down covering fire during 
the party's departure despite a 
foot injury. Sergeant Wright 
was-, on crutches at the White 
House ceremony. 

In making the awards, Mr. 
Nixon promised that the United 
States would do all it can "at 
the diplomatic table and in 

Laird Tells Why Raid Was Disclosed 

other ways" to free the 
can prisoners. 

He did not explain t 
mark, but Mr. Laird t 
Senate Foreign Relation 
mittee yesterday that t e Ad-
ministration was cons' • ering 
"other action" through nusu-
al means" to obtain the pris-
oners' freedom. 

Mr. Nixon described a raid 
as a "mission of mercy " and 
said that this was "a dal that 
makes us very proud 	the 
United States." 

The Sontay expeditio and 
the weekend air strike over 
North Vietnam corn . nded 
continued attention of Con- 
gressional committees 	Mr. 
Laird testified for the -econd 
day on these events andsecre-
tary of State William P. ogers, 
Under Secretary of Stat John 
Irwin 2d, and the Denu Un-
der Secretary of State for Polit-
ical Affairs, U. Alexis Jo nson, 
appeared at Congre ional 
hearings. 
Questioning Centers on Vi tram 

Mr. Rogers and Mr. Lai ap-
peared successively befo e the 
House Foreign Affairs Cs •mit-
tee in open sessions to urge 
approval by Congress „ afore 
the end of the current s • ssion 
next month of supple ental 
military and economic ssist-
ance funds to Asian and iddle 
Eastern nations totaling $1.035-
billion. 

But much of the quest 
of the two officials cente 
the Vietnam events as 
gressmen showed only p 
interest in the supplemen  

quest after receiving assurances 
that the $255-million for Cam-
bodia would not represent the 
beginning of a new military 
involvement for the United 

Mr. Irwin and Mr. Johnson 
testified on the Vietnam events 
before a closed session of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, which yesterday heard 
Secretary Laird in an open and 
nationally televised meeting. 

Sen. J. W. Fulbright, the com-
mittee chairman, said later that 
Mr. Irwin's testimony "was 
helpful as the testimony of a 
junior partner can be.” 

The Arkansas Democrat, Who 
repeatedly charged yesterday 
that American Intelligence had 
failed in the Sontay raid, today 
also blocked temporarily a res-
olution submitted by Sen. Rob-
ert J. Dole, Kansas Republican, 
praising the "extraordinary 
courage, dedication and selfleas-
ness' of the commando vol-
unteers. 

Mr. Fulbright said he feared 
the resolution could be errone-
ously "interpreted as over all 
approval of policy." He said the 
Dole resolution was a "prema-
ture and thoughtless endorse-
ment of a courageous act of 
valor." 

At the House committee hear-
ings, Secretary Rogers told the 
Congressmen that last week-
end's events in North Vietnam 
"will have no effect one way or 
another" on the Paris peace 
talks. 

He said that "the fact is that 
no progress has been made" 
in Paris and "it is as simple as 
that." 
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