Families Welcome Green

Fort Bragg, N.C.

About 100 Green Beret
soldiers involved in an at-
tempt to rescue American
prisoners from North Viet-
nam returned home to Fort
Bragg yesterday and the
Army disclosed they had
been gone since August.

While they were training
for the commando raid at
Son Tay, about 23 miles from
Hanoi. an Army spokesman
said, their wives thought
they were on a routine tield
training mission.

The soldiérs were not al-
lowed yesterday fo make any
public comment about their
experience.

Liutenant Colonel Thorne

Marlow, an Army public in-
formation officer, said, “‘This
was a raid and we're going
to doit again, maybe. So
we’re not going to say any-
thing.” ‘
ARRIVAL

The soldiers arrived at
Pope Air Force Base, near
Fort Bragg, in three camou-
flage-colored C-123 Provider
airplanes. After a brief cere-
mony presided over by Bri-
gadier General Heny M.
Emerson, deputy comman-
der of the Special Forces
center at Fort Bragg, they
boarded buses with their
families and left.
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DUTIES

Asked whether the raiding
group will now disband, Mar-
low said, ‘“There never was a
group, just a task force, and
it certainly will disband.” He
said the men will return to
their normal duties at the
Special Forces center. offi-
cially called the John'F. Ken-
nedy Center for Military As-
istance.

" The raiders found the pri-
soner of war camp had just
been vacated.

The Defense Department
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