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F ulbnght Committee Asks
Explanation for Air Ratds!

By TAD

WASHINGTQON, Nov. 23—The
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee unsuccessfully sought
today an explanation of the
weekend air strikes at North
Vietnam. ,

Senator J. W. Fulbright,. the
committee’s chairman, made an
urgent request for the appear-
ance of top State Department
officials at closed hearings to-
morrow . afternoon. No reply
had been received at the end of
the day.

The committee, none of whose

members had so far received| knows?”

any -information from the Ad-

ministration on the reasons for{comments were more tolerant
.the raids, decided to call hear-|of the reasons for- the rescue
ings as soon as possible to de-loperation—Mr.
termine the 1mpihcatmns of theceded that “the idea of rescu-
ing prisoners of war is very
appealing”—
tacks on North Vietnam.

‘bombings.

The reactions in the Senate
‘suggested a revival of antiwar
sentiment among many Sena-
tors, who expressed concern
that the United States involve-
ment in Indochina was again
deepening.

Special to The New York Times

Washington Democrat, said the
landing near Hanoi was “fully
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Mr. Fulbright said to report-
ers, “It would seem that the
actual policy is to escalate the
war and to seek a military vic-:
tory.”

Later, told of the attempt to
rescue American prisoners of
war at a compound near Hanot,
the Arkansas Democrat said
that it had the “implications-‘;of
a much wider war.’

“It is certainly a very pro-
vocative act to mount a physi-|
cal invasion,” he said. “It may!
lead to other things, who

But, on the whole, Senators’

Fulbright con-

than of the air at-

Senator Henry M. -Jackson,|
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warranted in the light of the
North  Vietnamese  Govern-
ment’s failure” to live up to
the terms of the Geneva con-
vention on war prisoners.

Although the news of the
commando landing, announced
in midafternoon by Secretary
of Defense Melvin R. Laird,
stunned most Senators, the con-
cern over the consequences of
the revival of the aerial war
in Indochina overshadowed it.

Members of the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee com-
plained that all the information
that they had received on the
North Vietnamese raid was
through the news media. While
the Defense Department said
earlier that some Congressional
leaders had been informed of
the raids ‘during the weekend,
the Senate Majority Leader,
Mike Mansfield of Montana,
said he had neither been con-
sulted nor informed.

A spokesman for Representa
tive Thomas E. Morgan, chair-
man of the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, said that Mr.
Morgan, a Pennsylvama Demo-
crat, had received no informa-
tion of any kind from the Ad-
mmlstratxon

In ‘a .speech on the floor of

-

the senate, Senator George S.
McGovern, Democrat of South
Dakota, said that the renewed
bombmgs were “the height of
folly.” ~

The Senate Foreign Relations
Committee indicated that its
prime interest was in the politi-
cal consequences of the raids,
rather than in its military de-
tails, and Mr. Fulbright de-
clined a suggestion from the
State Department that wit-
nesses from the Defense De-
partment be called to testify.

Interest in Politics

Committee sources said the
Senators wished an explana-
tion of how the raids were like-
ly to affect the Paris peace
talks and the chances for a set-
tlement of the war.

Senate sources said that the
air raids were likely to com-
plicate even further the Admin-
istration’s efforts to obtain
from Congress supplemental
appropriations of $285-million

for Cambodia in military and:

economic aid.

The only official discussion
of the raids today came from
a State Department press offi-
cer, John A. King, who said
that the decision had been “co-
ordinated” within the Execu-
tive Branch, suggesting it had
the approval of the. National,

Security Council. ‘
|
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French Newsman Sees .

The following dispatch is by
Joel Henri| a correspondent of
Agence France-Presse.

HANOI, North Vietnam, Nov.
23—A North Vietnamese Army
political commissar today
showed this correspondent a
furrow in @a ricefield at Thuy-
phuong, a| village five miles
from’ central Hanoi, that he said
had been dug by a United States
Navy Shrike missile. The rear
part of a missile was intact at
the site and bore the manufac-
kings.

ired from a point
iles from the village

and had s

‘tering thousands of steel cubes.

?

Euck a house, scat-

At Taymo, about 6 miles from
the city (;f:n-ter, there was a
similar furrow in a ricefield,
and remnants of a missile with
tail fins still intact. A third
missile appeared to have ex-
ploded a short distance away
in another ricefield.

A North- Viethamese Army
officer said| that the Shrike was
:designed “to kill people” rather
ithan to destroy equipment and
‘buildings. -

[“Jane’s All the World’s Air-
ccraft,” a |standard reference
work "describes the strike as an
‘air-to-surface weapon designed
for use against radar installa-
tions and equipped with “a con-
ventional high-explosive war-
head.”]

No Casualty Flgures Given

North Vietnamese authorities
maintained | silence, as' is cus-
tomary, on.casualty figures re-
lated to [the - American -air
strikes carried out over the
weekend. .

But unofficial sources said
most of the dead and wounded
were in Quangbinh and Hatinh
provinces, in the southern re-
gion of North Vietnam. These
provinces were said to have
been hit hard by waves of fight-
er-bombers, some based in- Thai-
land and others from the two
United Stgtes Seventh - Fleet
aircraft carriers operating in
the Tonkin |Gulf.

ssile Fins Near Hanoi

According to unconfirmed
reports, many bombs fell in un-
inhabited areas.

Washington statements about
a United States reconnaissance
plane reportedly shot down
over North Vietnam earlier this
month were regarded here as a
device to prepare world opinion
for a wide-ranging United States
operation. But even before those
statements, the authorities here
had been calling on the army
and people to remain alert. ¢

Nixon Policies Assailed

For weeks, observers here
have been convinced that to
support his policy of Vietnami-
zation and win acceptance for
his peace plan, President Nixon
would employ some kind of
maneuver, and they see Satur-
day’s bombing as a prelude to
this.

The North Vietnamese de-
scribe the United States tactic
of striking strong blows that it
then terms limited operations
as Machiavellian. They say this
has the effect of stifling oppo-
sition from American pub-
lic opinion before it has -a
chance to make itself heard.

The North Vietnamese also
say that by evoking the rights
of self-defense and protection
of American servicemen, Mr.
Nixon is trying to establish a
new form of international re-
lations by which Washington
can damage other countries’
independence and sovereignty
with immunity. -

These arguments were used
today by “Commentator,” the
name used by an official spokes- |
man writing in the party news-
paper Nhan Dan. Observers
saw the article as a veiled ap-
peal to all countries, including
the Soviet Union, to insure that
ne such form ‘of international
relations can be established.




