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Secretary of Defense 
James R. Schlesinger said 

H yesterday the United States 
might make first use of stra- • 
tegiC nuclear weapons 

o against selected targets in 
-P 
Cd Russia, but "it is a very 

lowProbability." 
E 'Under no curcumstances 
ma)  could we disavow the first 

use of unclear weapons," 
+a Schlesinger told a group of 
O 

• 

newsmen in reaffirming 
long-st(anding U.S. policy. 

The defense secretary at-.. 
tempted to clear away the 

o confusion that has arisen 
VI  over U.S. policy on nuclear 
• weapons. 
• Some congressmen and 
O others have been under the o impression that the United 

States renounced long ago 
any first use of strategic 
weapons, such.as long-range 
misSires aimed at the' Soviet 
Union'a n d shorter-range 
tactical nuclear weapons in 
Europe. and South Korea. 

The confusion apparently 
arises:' Irani a lack of dis-
tinction bet ween "first 
use" V'nuelear weapons on 
a limited, scale and a mas-
sive--'`first strike" 'that could 
disarm. an opponent. - 

Schlesinger said that with 
the awesome nuclear weap-
ons power on both sides, 
-there is no possibility Of a 
diSarming first strike." 

"We cannot obtain it, the 
Soviets cannot obtain it for 
the foreseeable future," he 
said. He added that the; 
United States does not wish 
to develop such an ability 
and opposes the Russians 
developing such power. 
}Schlesinger indicated, as 

he has before, that he is con-
, corned the Russians could be 
heading in the direction of 
a first strike with a new 
generation of huge missiles 
armed with multiple war-- 

 heads. Soviet military doc-
trine, he said, has "no in-
hibitions whatsoever" 
against launching a disarm-
ing first strike against the 
United States. 

At the same time, Schles-
inger said, the U.S. policy 
not to achieve a disarming 
first strike "does not mean 
that we will declare against 
the) first use of strategic 
weapons." 

We are pledged as we 
have been for many years 
to deterrence and defense 
of Western Europe and we 
are prepared, should the 
need arise, to use those 
weapons in that way," 
Schlesinger said. 
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