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Nixon Lukewarm
On lcelund

Reykjvik, Iceland & ¢ m vy fary, Ronald L. Ziegler,

Chatting with reporters
on his flight from /Wash-
ington Wednesday, Presi-
dent Nixon recalied a
visit in Iceland with
American servicemen in
1956 and said, “Those
kids in that, if you pardon
the expression, God-for-
saken place, were glad to
see somebody from
home.”

If Icelanders were offend-
ed by the remark, they were
not showing it.

The official Icelandic gov-
ernment spokesman, Hannes
Jonsson., observed: “Mr.
Nixon’s idea of God is very
iimited.” But he said it with
a smile.

Mr. Nixon's press secre-

{ried to smooth over any
hard feelings in advance hy
saying Mr. Nixon was refer-
ring to the Keflavik base, 30
miles from the capital, and
not to all of Iceland which
he has never seen. 3¢ ~rv

And last night, the Prési-
dent did it again,

In offering a toast at a
dinner given by President
Kristian Eldjarn of Iceland,
Mr. Nixon lifted his glass
and said:

“T offer a toast this eve-
ning which has never been
offered before hecause such
a meeting as this never oc-
curred before and may
never occur again.

“A toast to the president
of Ireland.”
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