Mys. Nzxon Ends African Trzp,
~ Welcomed Home by President

By WILLIAM BORDERS

Speclal to The New York Times

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast, Jan.
9 — Mrs. Richard M. Nixon
left Africa this morning after
an exhaustmg one-weck good-
will tour in which she hugged
dozens of children, watched
hundreds of tribal dancers and
shook thousands of hands.

With a sense of ceremony
characteristic of this former
French colony, President Félix
Houphouét-Boigny  bid  her
farewell at his sumptuous resi-
dence, then boarded a heli-
copter to fly to the airport,
while his wife and Mrs. Nixon
rode there in his Rolls-Royce,
so .they could all say good- by
again.

As they walked along a red
carpet between two ranks of
Presidential honor guardsmen
who wore red capes and gold
helmets and held silver swords,
‘the muggy air was filled with
music of drummers and chant-
ing women in bright tribal
dress. i

_ Thousands Line Route

Several  thousand  people
stood along the route of Mrs.
Nixon’s 10-car motorcade, wav-
ing and cheering enthusiastic-
ally as she passed.

I must say that I didn’t
expect as many people to turn
out just to wave, and that was
a thrilling experience,” she
said last night, referring to the
much larger demonstration that
greeted her on her arrival in
Abidjan Friday. 2

With a visit to Liberia, a
republic founded by freed
|American slaves 124 years ago;
then to Ghana, a former Brit-
fish colony, and then to the
Ivory Coast, where the French
influence is pervasive, Mrs.
Nixon saw three very different
aspects of black Africa.

Except for a low-key trip to
Peru after the May, 1970, earth-
quake there, this was the first
foreign trip she has made alone
representing the President, and
she appeared to be delighted
with it.

Loosening up more and more
as the week progressed, she
was able last night to make
cheerful jokes with local re-
porters about the qualities of an

ideal wife, and to chat good-
naturedly with the clerks from
whom she bought a sport shirt
for her husband’s blrthday to-
day.

Although Mrs. Nu&on held
private meetings with the heads
of government in each of her

from the President and report-
edly explaining his forthcoming
trips to China and the Soviet
Union, most of her schedule
was devoted to touring schools
and hospitals and other institu-
tions.

The trip was ostensibly de-
signed to make new African
friends for the United .States,
but a high-ranking American in
one of the countries she visited
said he thought its mission was
“100 per cent domestic politics.”

“The President thinks this
will help him get black votes,
and the word went out that
hers was to be the only white
face in all the pictures,” said
this man, who was well in-
volved in part of the planning.

During the week, Mrs. Nixon
received .two cablegrams from
her husband, and one from Sec-
retary of State William P.
Rogers, and all three of them

referred to her press coverage,
which the President called “ex-
cellent.” :

Welcome in Washington

—MTrs.
home this evening by her
family and a crowd of about
1,000 - that included Cabinet
members and other Government
officials.

wife’s performance during her
official journey to leerla

said her return on his 59th

present.”

The Nixons' daughters, Tricia
and Julie, and their husbands,
Edward Cox and David Eisen-
hower, joined the brief welcom-
ing ceremonies at a hanger at
Andrews Air Force Base in
Maryland shortly after Mrs.

Nixon’s plane touched down
about 6 P.M.

three stops, presenting letters

WASHINGTON, Jan..9 (AP)}
Nixon was welcomed|

President Nixon praised his|
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ON HAND AT ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE: President

Nixon escorts Mrs. Nixon on arrival from Africa. Family
later celebrated Mr. Nixon’s 59th birthday at White House.




