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F

ig
h

tin
g

 m
an

 im
ag

e is said
 to

 fascin
ate th

e C
h

ief E
x

ecu
tiv

e 

W
e
d
,
J
u
n
e
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1
7
,
1
9
7
0
 

`B
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T
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 P
resident N

ix-
o

n
 is lav

ish
ly

 p
raisin

g
 

th
e m

o
v
ie "P

atto
n
" to

 
frie

n
d
s, a

d
v
ise

rs a
n
d
 

v
isito

rs, stirrin
g
 sp

ecu
-

lation that he is em
ulat-

ing the celebrated W
orld 

W
a
r II g

e
n
e
ra

l in
 h

is 
co

n
d

u
ct o

f th
e w

ar in
 

southeast A
sia. 

"It com
es up in every 

co
n

v
ersatio

n
," S

ec r e-
tary

 o
f S

tate W
illiam

 
R

o
g
ers rep

o
rted

ly
 to

ld
 

D
arry

l Z
an

u
ck

, ch
air-

m
an of 20th C

entury-F
ox 

studios. 
G

overnm
ental haw

ks 
are d

elig
h
ted

, seeing it 
as a sign that a resident 
of the W

hite H
ouse is fi-

nally prepared to prose-
cu

te th
e w

ar in
 so

u
n

d
 

m
ilitary

 term
s. 

D
oves A

re D
ism

ayed- 
T

h
e
 d

o
v
e
s a

re
 d

is-
m

ay
ed

, co
n
v

in
ced

 th
at 

G
en

. G
eo

rg
e P

atto
n
 -

"O
ld

 B
lo

o
d

 an
d

 G
u
ts" 

as h
e w

as k
n

o
w

n
 to

 h
is 

troops —
 is the very op-

posite of the type of m
an 

w
ho should be P

resident. 
N

ix
o

n
 's fascin

atio
n

 
w

ith
 P

atto
n
 ap

p
aren

tly
 

g
o
e
s
 b

a
c
k
 to

 th
e
 

"C
h
eck

ers" sp
eech

 o
f 

1
9

5
2
 w

h
en

, as th
e V

ice 
P

resid
en

tial can
d

id
ate, 

h
e d

efen
d

ed
 h

is accep
t-

ance of contributions to-
w

ard
 a p

riv
ate p

o
litical 

expense fund. 
A

fter an em
otional tel- 

e
v
isio

n
 p

re
se

n
ta

tio
n
, 

w
h

ic
h

 in
c
lu

d
e
d

 c
o

m
-

m
e
n
ts a

b
o
u
t h

is dog 
C

h
eck

ers, R
ep

u
b

lican
 

P
resid

en
tial n

o
m

in
ee 

D
w

ig
h

t E
ise

n
h
o

w
e
r 

cam
e to

 h
is d

efen
se, 

com
paring his "c o u r-

ag
e" u

n
d
er fire to

 th
at 

of P
atton. 

R
eprim

anded for S
lap 

E
isenhow

er explained 
that P

atton had com
m

it-
ted an error —

 slapping  

a battle-fatigued soldier 
in

 a h
o
sp

ital o
n
 su

sp
i-

cion of cow
ardice —

 and 
th

at h
e h

ad
 rep

rim
an

d
-

ed him
 for it. 

B
ut later, E

isenhow
er 

ad
d

ed
, P

atto
n
 ju

stified
 

his faith as com
m

ander 
o
f th

e 3
rd

 A
rm

y
 in

 th
e 

N
orm

andy invasion and 
the B

attle of the B
ulge. 

N
ix

o
n

 rep
o

rted
ly

 al-
luded to the battle in his 
sp

eech
 to

 a g
ro

u
p
 o

f  

business a n d financial 
le

a
d

e
rs a

t a
 W

h
ite

 
H

ouse dinner shortly af-
ter h

e sen
t tro

o
p
s in

to
 

C
am

bodia. 

`G
reatest M

ovem
ent' 

"P
erh

ap
s," th

e P
resi-

d
en

t is q
u
o
ted

 b
y
 L

ife 
M

agazine as saying, "it 
w

as th
e g

reatest m
o

v
e-

m
en

t o
f fo

rces in
 th

e 
w

hole history of w
arfare 

in a short, tim
e —

1 m
il-

lion m
en about 100 m

iles  

in three days." 
N

ixon reportedly w
ent 

o
n
 to

 cite th
at p

art o
f 

th
e film

 "P
 a tt o

 n
" in

 
w

h
ich

 th
e g

en
eral sen

t 
for the chaplain and or-
dered a prayer for good 
w

eather so that air pow
-

er could com
e to his aid 

during the battle. 
"W

e have every chap-
lain in V

ietnam
 praying 

fo
r e

 a
rly

 ra
in

," th
e
 

P
resident is said to have 

declared. "Y
ou have to 

have the w
ill and deter-

m
ination to go out and 

d
o
 w

h
a
t is rig

h
t fo

r 
A

m
erica." 

F
irst R

eport 
N

ix
o

n
's ap

p
aren

t ab
-

so
rp

tio
n

 w
ith

 P
atto

n
 

w
as first rep

o
rted

 re-
cen

tly
 b

y
 H

u
g

h
 
Sidey, 

T
im

e-L
ife's W

ashington 
bureau chief;

 in his col-
um

n, "T
he P

residency" 
in

 th
e cu

rren
t issu

e o
f 

L
ife. 
S

id
e y

 also
 rep

o
rted

 
th

at a sp
ecial 1

6
-m

m
. 

film
 o

f th
e m

o
v

ie w
as 

carried aboard the P
res-

id
en

t's p
lan

e w
h
en

 h
e 

flew
 to his hom

e in S
an 

C
lem

en
te sh

o
rtly

 after 
his talk to the business-
m

en. 
P

residential assistant 
H

. R
. H

aldem
an, S

idey 
said, has advised W

hite 
H

ouse staff m
em

bers to 
see th

e m
o
v
ie to

, g
et a 

better understanding of 
N

ixon. 


