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From text of Mr. Nixon's address Aon invasion of Cambodi
a: 

.... The action I have announced tonight puts the leaders of North Vietnam on notice 

that we will be patient in working for peace. We will be concilatory at the conference 

table, but we will not be humiliated. We will not be defeated. 

.... But if the enemy response to our most conciliatory offers for peaceful 

negotiation continues to be to increase its attacks and humiliate and defeat us, we shall 

react accordingly. 

.... If when the chips are down the world's most powerful nation - the United States 

of America - acts like a pitiful, helpless giant, the forces of totalitarianism and 

anarchy will threaten free nations and free institutions throughout the world. 

It is not our power but our will and character that is being tested tonight. 

.... If we fail to meet this challenge all other nations will be on notice that 

despite its overwhelming power the United States when a real crisis comes will be found 

wanting. 

.... a peace of humiliation for the United States would lead to a bigger war or 

surrender later. 

.... I would rather be a one-term president and do what I believe was right than to 

be a two-term President at the cost of seeing America become a second-rate power and to 

see this nation accept the first defeat in its proud 190-year history. 


