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War Powers Veto

Washington

The House and Senate,
dealing President Nixon
his worst legislative set-
back of the year, overrode
his veto yesterday and en-
acted into law a bill aimed
at limiting the President's
power to commit the
armed forces to foreign
hostilities without con-
gressional approval,

The House voted first, 284
to 135, only four votes more
than the two-thirds required,
and the Senate followed
nearly four hours later by a
vote of 75 to 18, or 13 more
than the required two-thirds.

It was the first time in
nine attempts this year that
both houses had overriden a
veto and the first time since
Congress overrode a Nixon
veto of a water pollution
control measure in October,
1972, that a bill has hecome
law over the President's
veto.

The wvotes marked a fur-

then serosion in Mr. Nixon's
strength in the
Democratic-controlled Con-
gress, particularly in the
House, which has tended to
support the Republican
President more than the
Senate.

Several Republicans in-
sisted, however, that they
were not striking back at
Mr. Nixon because of the
Watergate scandal, but that
up to now he had managed
to rally enough Republican
strength in Congress to sus-
tain his vetoes.

The votes also represented
what supporters of the war
powers bill contended was a
historic effort by Congress
in the aftermath of the Inco-
china war to reassert its
role in deciding when and
under what cireumstances
the nation went to war.

VOTING

Earlier this year Congress
foreced a halt to the U.S.
bombing in Cambodia as of
August 15, but until yester-
day hoth houses had never
been able to muster a two-
thirds vote 1o override Mr.
Nixon's vetoes of measures
dealing with the nation's in-
volvement in foreign com-
hat.

In the House, 86 Republi-

cans and 198 Democrats vot- |

ed to override, with 103 Re-
publicans and 32 Democrats
supporting the President.
Fifty Democrats and 25 Re-
publicans joined in the Sen-
ate override majority, with
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15 Republicans and 3 Demo-
crats opposed. .

California’s  Democratic
Senators, Alan Cranston and
John Tinney, both voted to
override.

‘UNDERMINES'

The White House saidina
statement that Mr. Nixon
felt the congressional action
“seriously undermines this
nation's ability to act deci-
sively and convineingly in
times of international cris-
is.”” It declined, however, to
say that the President
planned to do as a result of
the overriding of his veto.

Supporters of the bill, who
have waged a three-year ef-
fort to enact the measure,
said it was the first timein
history that Congress had
sought Lo spell out the
war-making powers of Con-
gress and the President.

PROVISIONS

With the veto overridden,
the measure takes effect im-
mediately and contains fhe
following provisions:

e The President would be
required to report to Con-
gress in writing within 48
hours after the commitment
of the armed forces to for-
eign hostilities.

e The action would have
to terminate in 60 days un-
less Congress authorized the
commitment, but this dead-
line could be extended for an
additional 30 days if the
President certified that con-
tinued action was necessary
for the safe withdrawal of
the forces.

o Within that 60-or 90-day
period Congress could order

an immediate removal of
the forces by passing a con-
current resolution, which is
not subject to a Presidential
veto.

GROUNDS

Mr. Nixon vetoed the bill
Cetober 24 on the ground
that it was *‘clearly uncon-
stitutional.™

The House overrode the
veto despite a strong appeal
by Representative Gerald R,
Ford of Michigan. the mi-
nority leader and vice presi-
dent-designate.

Representatives who had
been chatting on the House
floor during the debate
hushed as Ford went to the
well of the House to say that
the bill “has the potential
for disaster” by taking away
the President’s flexibility to

deal with foreign crisis.

Ford said that Mr. Nixon
had been able to help bring
about a cease-ire in the
Middle East “‘without this
legislation.” he added:

“We're not out of the
woods yet. We may be a
long way from being out of
the woods...I am very,
very concerned that approv-
al of this legislation over the
President's veto could affect
the capability to move fur-
ther and achieve more."”

In the Senate, Thomas F'.
Fagleton (Dem-Mo.) took
another tack, arguing that
the bill was “‘a horrible mis-
take” because it gave the
President ‘“unilateral author-
ity to commit troops any-
where in the world for 60 to
90 days.”

He said that under the bill
Mr. Nixon could order the
armed forces deployed in
the Middle East immediate-
ly and only be required to
inform the congrassional
leaders. He shouted to a par-
tially-empty Senate cham-
ber:

“‘How short can memaories
be? My God, we just got out
of a nighfmare.”

Senator John Tower (Rep-
Tex.) and an opponent of the
bill, said it was a “most
dangerous piece of legisla-
tion.” Immediately after the
Senate vote Tower said he
hoped that the constitutional-
ity of the measure would be
tested in the courts “at the
very earliest opportunity.”
He did not say how such a
test might be initiated.
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Here is the 75 to 18 vote
by which the Senate over-
rode President Nixon's veto
of the war powers bill. The
vote was 13 over the re-
quired two-thirds:

FOR OVERRIDE—75
Democrats for Allen, Ala,;
Bantsen, Tex.; Bible, Nev.; Biden,
DRl B S ve, o
T a.; ., W.va.; Cannon,
Nev: Ghiles, Fias Church, IdaNG,

Clark, lowa; Cranston, Calif.; East-
land, Miss.; Fulbright, Ark.; Gravel,
Alaska; Hart, Mich,

Haskell, o,y Hathaway, Malney
Hollings, ' S.Cu Hudaleston, Ky
N ratay ™ Minrs; inouys, Hews
0 nn.; Inouye, Hawa
Jackson, Washdt JORNeton, La.i Ken-
nedy, Mass.

Lon La.; Magnuson, Wash,
Mansf?éld, Mont.; ﬂ‘cclellln. : “k:
McGee, Wyo,

McGovern, S.D.; Mcintyre, N.H.;
Metcalf, NMt': Mondale, Minn.;
M Raer™ (tan; Muskie, Mal Nel

0SS an; SKIe, aine el-
son, Wis.; Nunn, Ga.; Pastore, Rul.

Pell, R.l.: Proxmire, Wis.; Ran-
dolph, W.Va.; Ribicoff, Conn.; Spark-
man, Ala.

Stennis, Miss,; Stevenson, Il
Symington, Mo.; Tunney, Calif.—50,

Republicans for — Aiken, Vi;
Baker, Tenn.; Bartlett, Okla.; Beall,
Md.; 'Brock, Tenn. Brooke, less.:
Case, N.l: coul-;_: Ky.; Dole, Kan.:

Ore.; Pearson, Kan.; Percy, lil.;
Roth, Del.; Schweiker, P_l.;YScottf
a rd, Vi; Taft, Ohio; Weick-
er, Conn.; Young, N.D.—25.
D."n‘\&»!r:aST IJV_'E:!‘RIDE.—- 18
agai — Abourex!
5.D,; EahIeton, Mo.; Ervin, N.C. —3'."
Republicans against ~— Bellmon,
Okla.; Bennett, Utah: Buckley, N.Y.;
Curtis, Neb.; Dominick, Colo.
Fannin, Ariz; Griffin, Mich.; Gur-
ney, Fla.; Hansen, Wyo,; Halms,

‘Hruska, Neb.; Saxbe, Ohio; Stev-
%22’ Alalsska: Thurmond, S.C.|'Tower.

Not voting but announced 5
paired on the vote. Pairs ara used
denote opposing positions of Sena-
tors when one or more are absan?r
Scott, R-Pa,, and Williams, D—N.H,,
for | r::rs\ierridl'ng: Goldwater, R-Afiz,,
agal .

nouOt ;otingf r:_ur vpa‘irl-gg I:utE an-

nce 28 _for overriding:
D-Ind,, and Talmadge, D-tlsas i

* *x *.
Here is how the 23 Demo-

crats and 20 Republicans in

the California delegation in
the House voted to override
President Nixon's veto:

Democrats for: Anderson, Brown,
Burton, Corman, Danielson, d-
wards, Hanna, Hawkins, Holifield,
Johnson, Leggett, McFall, Rees,
Ryan, Sisk, Stark, Van Deerlin,

aldie, Charles Wilson.

Dalﬂemncmts against: Dellums, Roy-
Democrats not voting: Burkae,
Moss.

Renublicans for: Don Clausen,
McCloskey, Mathias, Pettis, Rousse-
lot, Teague, Veysey.

Republicans against; Burgener,
Del .Clawson, Goldwater, Gubser,
Hinshaw, Hosmer, Ketchum, Mail-
liard, Moorhead, Talcott, Wiggins,
ob Wilson.

Republicans not voting: Bell.
AP.&U.P.




