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All Bombing Money

Lopsided
Defeat
For Nixon
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The Senate, spurred
by fearsthe United States
wil ?ﬁ‘écome entangled in
another lengthy Indochi-
na war, voted 63 to .19
yesterday to cut off ‘all
funds for bombing ' of
Cambodia and Laos,

/| The fund cutoff was
the first absolute anti-war
profibition ever voted by
either chamber of Con-
gress in the 13-yeur his-
tory;of the Indochina _ﬁ?ar.
Sponsored by Senator
Thomas F. Eagleton (Dem.
Mo.) with strong support
from Appropriations Com-
mittee chairman John L.
McClellan (Dem-Ark.); the
anti-bombing amend-
ment was attached to & $3.7
billion supplemental dppro-
priations bill. !
The bill was then passed
by a roll-call vote of 73to 5.
It will now go to conferénce
wilh the House, which'has
passed a  weaker -anti-
bombing provision, The Nix-
on administration hopes to
Eill the Eagleton amend-
ment in the conference or on
the House floor.
DEFEAT
Approval of the Missouri
senator's  amendment —
particularly by such a wide
margin — was a major de-
teat for President Nixon.
The President opposed the
amendment, and Senator
John Tower (Rep-Texas)
and other administration
spokesmen argued that con-
tinued U.S. bombing is the
only way to stop Nerth Viet-
nam from using Cambodia
and Laos as staging grounds
tor attacks on_South Viet-
nam that could upset the
fragile: peace accords.
GOP'9Senate leader Hugh
Scott and ofhers alsd: con-
tended that passage of the
anti-hombing provision
would undermine the bar-
gaining position of White
House negotiator Henry A.
See Buck Puge
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ittt o
Kissinger when he goes Lo

Paris June 6.to negotiate tor

mproved peace arrange-
nients with North Vietnam.

’ SHIFT

Howevet, the vote re-

vealed thak there has beena
decisive shift in Senate opin-
ion on the war. While lesg
sweeping anti-war proposals
passed the Senate in past
vears by one or two votes
(only to die in the House),
yvesterday’s vote was no con-
test.

At the heart of the shift of
feeling is the belief that now
that U.S. troops and prison-
ers are safely out of South
Vietnamn, the U.S. must deci-
sively break off its involve-
megt in the war regardless
of what happens there, lest
it slide into another Vietnam
confliet in Cambodia,

This is the basic argument

made by McClellan, a for-
mer presidential supporter
who*played a major role in

helping steer anti-war lan-

guage through the appropri-
ations committee before the
bill came to the floor.

Yesterday, one senator
after another rose to de-
nounee the bombing and
voice fears that contim;ecl
Cambodia bombing could
draw the U.S, into an end-
less further combat role in
Indochina prolonging a war
that has lasted over a dec-
ade,

“What difference does it
make if we prop up the Lon
Nol government for six
more months?”’ demanded
Frank E. Moss (Dem-Utah).
“We want no more of this

insane -war in Southeast
Asia”

Eagleton and Senate ma-
jority leader Mike Mansfigld
contended failure to cut off
war funds would be eq va-
lent to a new Guif of Tonkin
resolution in reverse author-
izing step-hy-step reinvolve-
ment of the U.S, in Cambo-
dia to shore up that nation’s
faltering  anti-Communist
government,

Failure to cut off bombing
funds Eagleton argued
would give the President *'a
new authorization . . . to
bomh, bomb and bomb ad

infinitum.*

SANCTION

Opponents of the bombing
also argued that it repre-
sents a unilateral presiden-
tial act of war not sanc-
tioned directly by Congress
or through any international
treaty approved by Con-
gress.

They said if Congressisto
reassert its power to degide
equally with the President
when the nation shall go to
war, then it must end the
present ‘‘presidential usur-
pation of the congressional
consitututional authority to
wage war.” in the words of
Senator Stuart Symington
(Dem-Mao.).

“If there is a need for fur-
ther U.S. military activity in
Indochina,” said Harry
Flood Byrd Jr. (Ind.-Va.),
who backed Eagleton, “the
President should submit the
case to Congress. This is not
a time for unilateral action
by the executive branch.”

As initially passed by the
Hof%e May 10 by a 219'to 188
vot@, the anti- war provision
simply barred any funds in
the supplemental appropria-
tions bill from being used
for Cambodia bombing.

However, then-secretary of
Defense Elliot L. Richardson
to]%.ne Senate Appropria-
tio committee that the
House provision wouldn’t
stop the President from
bombing since he could use
funds previously voted in
earli 4 appropriations bills.

The“Senate Apprﬁp'tiag'g:s
Committee,, to close up this
loophole, not only endorsed
the House provision and
broadened it to include
Laos, but added an entirely
separate provision spon-
sored by Eagleton, applying
both to funds in the bill and
to all funds previously voted
in any other bill. 3

TERMS

It states: “None of the
funds herein appropriated
under this act or heretofore
appropriated under any oth-
er act may he expended to
support directly or indirect-
ly combat activities in, over
or off the shores of Cambod-
ia or in or over Laos by
United States forces,”




This langnage, Eagleton
said, won't apply to future
appropriations hills — only
the present bill and past
ones. But he said he will of-
fer it to all future funds bills
that come before the com-
mittee so that future appro-
priations cannot be used for
bombing either.

Two Republicans’ amend-
ments, which Eagleton said
would undercuf the binding
character of his amend-
ment, were defeated. A Rob-
ert Taft (Rep.-Ohio) amend-
ment to let the President
homb in Camhbodia and Laos
as long as he aimed only at
North Vietnamese troops
there ;was crushed, 63 jo17.
Amendments by Jesse
Helms (Rep.-N.C.) and Rob-
ert Dole (Rep.-Kan.) fo let
the President homb in hoth
countries, if he determined
that' North Vietnam had
failed to account for 1296
U.S. personnel missing in
action in Vietnam and still
unaccounted for, lost 56 to
25.

On final vote Democrats
were 43 to 13 in favor of the
Eagleton language, while
Republicans were 20 to 16in

favor. T

There is some evidence
that Richardson’s statement

on the House langyage
which many took:f{p mean
that the President -would
keep bombing regardless of
the will of Congress, hurt
the administration.

“The need for the pénd.ing
amendment was under-
scored by the arrogant testi-
mony of then Secretary of
Defense Richardson,” Byrd
told the Senate. ‘‘Mr. Rich-
ardson said that the execu-
tive branch would utilize
public funds as it wishes in
the absence of a clear-cut
mandate from'Congress."”

How They%
Voted on

Bomb Ban
Washington -

, Here is the roll call vote
qf 63 to 19 by which the Sen-
ate yesterday adopted an
&Inendment cutting off all

nds' for U.S. bombing in
Cambodia and Laos.

FOR THE AMENDMENT—63
DEMOCRATS—43

Abourezk (S.D, ) Kennedy (Mass,
Bayh (lnd.s Magnusglsl (Wash,
Bentsen (Tex.) Mansfield (Mnnt)
Biden (Del McClellan (Ark.)
Burdick (N.D.) McGovern (S.D.)
rd {Va. Mcintyre (N.H. ;
}\_f.rd W, Metcalf (Mont.
Chiles (Fla.) Mondale (Minn.)
Clark (lowa) Montoya (N.M.)
ranston (Calif.)  Mess [Utah)
f;ée;on {Mo.) Nelson (Wis.)
Fulbright (Ark,) Nunn {Ga.)
Grave (Alaska) Pastore (F L)
Ha;(Mnch.) Pell (R.l.)
Harntke (Ind. Proxmire (Wis.)

Hathaway (Maine]
ings (S.

Randolph (W. Va.)

I;éo NG Ribicoff (Conn.)
dlaston! y.)  Stevenson (lIl.)
hes (lowa ymington (Mo,)
i8akive (Fiaa, '}“ Wiliama L)
i Sl iyl ii iams (N.J
. REPUBLICANS—20
iken (Vt, Mathias (Md.
Bartlett (Okla.) Mcclure [Idaglo
gsé@grb{g)kla)) Packwood (Dm.}
8ss, earson (Kan,
* CasedN.J.) Percy (III() )
v.) axbe (Ohio,
""ﬁ'am) M.) Schweiker (Pa.)

Taft (Oh
Stavens}jmaska)
Young (

INST THE AMENDMENT—18
DEMOCRATS—3
Long (La.)

& REPU 5
Beb) (a REPUBLICANS—16

1}

Helms (N,C.}

{
Brock (Tenn.) Hrusk
Buckley IN.Y.)  Roth (Dol >
Curtxs (Neb.) Scott (Pa.)
Dole (Kan,) Scott (Va.)
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