Fantr e E5C

HOUSE, BY 219-188
VOTES DOWN FUND
10 BOMB GAMBODIA
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Nixon Rebuff on War Firsi

in Lower Chamber—Senate
Is Expected to Concur

By JOHN W. FINNEY
Spealal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 10 —
The House of Representatives,
in a rebuke to President Nixon's
Indochina policies, voted 219
to 188 today to block the use
of defense funds for the con-'
tinued bombing of Cambodia,

The action marked the first|
time in six years that the House,
has supported an end-the-war
amendment. It is considered
likely that the action will be‘
endorsed by the more dovish
Senate. This would set the
stage for a constitutional con-
frontation between the White
House and Congress over the
President’s war- powers.

But even before the House
vote, which came on an
amendment to a supplemental’
appropriations bill, the Admin-
istration made it clear that the|
bombing would continue even,
if Congress refused to provide
additional funds.

G.0.P. Leaders Are Bitter

Embittered Republican lead-|
ers considered the House action|
a vote of no confidence in the|
Nixon's policies in Cambodia.
It also appeared to reflect a
Congressional challenge to the
President's authority as Com-
mander-in-Chief to continue
military actions in Indochina in
the absence of Congressional
approval.

Today's vote was the first on
the war issue since the Viet-
nam cease-fire agreement of
Jan. 27 and the withdrawal of|
American forces from Vietnam.

It came on an Administration
request to transfer $500-mil-
lion from one Defense Depart-|
ment account to another. It
was included in a $28.5-billion
supplemental appropriations
bill. The House Appropriations
Committee had reduced the
transfer authority to $430-
million.

The Defense Department said
that it planned to use $25-mil-
lion of the transfer funds for
bombing in Cambodia through
the rest of the fiscal year,
which ends June 30. The de-
partment also said that it
would find funds to finance
the bombing even if Congress
refused to approve the transfer.

But the issue was posed by
critics of the Vietnam war as
a clear-cut test of whether Con-
gress would endorse the policy
of continued bombing,

Throughout an afternoon of
debate unusually tense faor the
House, the critics argued that
if Congress approved the re-
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, six-week vote of confidence.”
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quest, it would be giving ap-,r
proval to the President to con-
tinue bombing,

Republican supporters of the
Administration asked continu- |
Ing support of the President,|:
particularly as Henry A. Kis. |
singer, Mr. Nixon’s national|
security adviser, planned new
discussions with the North Viet.
namese in an attempt to bring
& cease-fire in Cambodia. i

AL one point, Representative

-

"John J. Rhodes of Arizona,i

chairman of the Republican
Policy Comniittee, said, “The
President is asking for only a

1

¢ The rallying point for the!;
rinistration  critics became
amendment by Representa-|]
Ve ¥3seph P. Addapbo, Demo-

-tr_ans;er. A 219-to0 18R
vote was far greater margin of
defeat than had been expected
by the White House, which had
been predicting a close vote
that eould go either way,

Vote Followed Closely

Members were standing on
the House floor as they fol-k
lowed the vote tally on the
House's new electronic score-
board,

Half way through the 15-
minute count, the Administra-
tion was about 20 votes ahead.
But then the majority melted
and the Administration ran be-
hind throughout the rest of
the tally. 2

As the vote for the amend
ment reached the 200 mark—
30 ahead of the Administration |}
at the time—cheers went up!§

W

from the Democratic side. #

When the vote reachsd 218, a
majority, the Democrats began|§
jumping with glee,

Then, as the scoreboard

showed 10 seconds left for|f
late votes, Democrats, Jed by &
Representative Frank Thomp-|#
son Jr. of New Jersey and|%
Representative Ronald V, Del-|#
lums of California, hugged each|§
other in the back of the cham- §
‘ber and began shouting off the|§
final seconds.

When the vote was an-|§
nounced, Representative Gerald §

took the floor and said:
“l have lost before and I|§
will probably lose in the fu-|§
ture. But 1 can't help saying
that this is a very, very sad|}
day in the House of Represen-
tatives. The House which had

a track record of strength and|§

firmness, is now cringing and|f
crumbling.”
In veply there was a chorus

of moans from the Democratic|§

side,

The Watergate scandal ap-|§
peared to contribute to the out- :

come, since the Administration
had evident difficulty holding
in line some Republicans and
Democrats who have normally
supported the President on his

war policies. :

House. l

Coalition Fails to Hold

Voting for the amendment
were 184 Democrats and 35
Republicans, and against it 45
Democrats and 143 Republi-
cans,

In the past, the Administra-
tion has been able to count on
a coalition of Republicans and
conservative Democrats to de-
feat any end-the-war amend-
ment.

Reflecting  the swing of
House opinion on the war issue,J
Speaker Carl Albert voted for
the first time for an end-the-
war amendment. J

Even Representative George
H. Mahon, who as Chairman
of the House Appropriations
Committee has unfalteringly
supported the President on the
war issue, admitted he now had
“some doubt and skepticism.”

But Mr. Mahon pleaded with
the House to “give the Presi-
dent a little more time” to
achieve a cease-fire, rather
than “to rush in with precipi-
tate action that could lead (o
the collapse of Cambodia,”

“Wouldn’t that be something
to brag about to your grand-
children? he asked. The an-
sSwer was a few jeers from
his Deemocratic colleagues,

Mr. Addabbo and his sup-
porters argued that the Presi-
dent. had no constitutional ay-
thority to continue the bomb-
ing in Cambodia and that the
request for funds represented
an attempt by the White House
to have Congress put a “stamp
of approval” on the President's

|

military actions in Cambodia,
With even more force, the
same argument is being raised
in the Senate, which will now
consder the supplemental app
pritions bill as passed by the
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