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Defense Secretary El-
liot L. Richardson sug-
gested to the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee
vesterday that the bomb-
ing of Cambodia would
continue even if Congress
refused to provide addi-
tional spending authority
to the Pentagon.

Without an emergency
transfer of funds in the
Pentagon budget, .. how-
ever, Richardson forecast
a “near crippling” cutback
in military operations in
other parts of the world,
with “the readiness of our
world-wide forces degrad-
ed to a dangerously low
level.” .

As probably one of his fi-
nal-acts as Secretary of De-
fense, Richardson, designat-
ed by President Nixon as the
neyw Attorney General was
thrown into a growing Con-
gressional fight over financ-
ing of the Cambodian bomb-
ing. y
The administration has re-
quested, as part of a supple-
mental appropriations bill
now, hefore Congress, that
the Defense Department be
permitted to transfer $500

illion from one account to
another, in part to pay for
the ‘bombing that has been
going on almost steadily in
Cambodia since early Feb-
ruary.

HOUSE

In the House, a move will
be made Thursday to deny
the Defense Department au-
thority to use any of the
transfer funds for the Cam-
bodian bombing.

The current White House
appraisal is that a move to
cut off funds for the Cambo-
dian bombing may succeed
by a narrow margin in the
House and almost certainly
will prevail when the supple-
mentdl appropriations hill
reaches the Senate.

<O AR ESS

The administration coun-
ter strategy was-outlined in
the  Richardson ent

ted to a closed meet-
ing“of the Senate Appropri-
ations Committee. It empha-

See Back Page

From Page 1
sized.that the fransfer of au-

thority. ntial to meet
military operating expenses
in the remaining seven

weeks of the fiscal year,
which ends June 30, but not
necessary to finance what
Richardson described as the
“relatively small” cost of
the Cambodian bombing.

Richardson suggested that
even “without the transfer
authority, there would be
ample. funds to continue the
bombing in Cambodia. In
large measure, this assess-
ment , depended upon the
cost that Richardson at-
tached to the bombing.

Before the committee
hearing, Richardson esti-
mated that the cost of the
bombing, “over and above
what we otherwise would be
spending,” is now running at
about $5 million a month, In
his prepared statement for
the committee, he suggested
that the bombing between
now and the end of the fiscal
Year on June 30 would run to
about $25 million.

In contrast, based on the
daily sortie rate of about 60
B-32 bombers and 160 fight-
er-bombers over Cambodia,
Congressional estimates of
the cost of the bombing have
run to around %5 million a
day.

ESTIMATE

Richardson’s estimat e,
however, covered only the
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cost of the fuel for the
plamres! oo

The net effect of the
Richardson testimony — for
four hours before the com-
mittee was to leave some
senators, such as William
Proxmire (Dem-Wis.), con-_
fused as to the actual cost of -
the bombing, .

Richardson said the trans-
fer authority is necessary
because of a shortage of op-
erating funds arising from"
three principal causes: de-
valuation of the dollar, high-
er subsistance costs result-
ing from the increase in food
prices and “a higher than -
programmed rate of activity’
in Southeast Asia” in the
first half of this year. Ly

Without replenishment of .
the operating funds from~
other accounts in the de-
fense bhudget, he said, a
number of “drastic steps™.
would have to be taken, in-
cluding curtailment of flying
hours by the Air Force and-
“steaming hours” by the
Navy, reduction in training
brograms and a freeze on

. promotions.

Just how much of the
transfer authority would he
used to finance the bombing
in Cambodia was left um.
clear by Richardson in hig’
brepared statement.



