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Tough Version

War Powers Bill
Is OKd in House

Washington

After a long delibera-
tion, a House foreign af-
fairs subcommittee ap-
proved a bill yesterday
curbing the president’s
power to wage undeclared
war. The bill is tougher
than the one the tradition-
ally less hawkish Senate
voted last year and is con-
sidering again.

The main provision in
each bill states that whena
president commits U.S.
forces abroad without con-
gressional  approval, he
must stop unless Congress
gives'its approval within a
specified time. But in sever-
al particulars the House pan-
el headed by Representa-
tive Clement Zahlocki
(Dem-Wis.), which last year
put through the house abill
requiring only that the Pres-

- 3 J’J
bg’r

ident report his actiens to
Congress. Zablocki, who had
been a loyal supporter of ad-
ministration policy on: the
Indochina war, conceded
that he and many of hig col-
leagues have changed’ilgleir
views. '
The administration’ has
strongly opposed the legisla-
tion, President Nixong pre-
sumably would veto it;ifthe
bill does clear Congress.
The House bill stategs
the President should

Congress in advance ¥
ery possible instance
ore committing armed

may be imminent.”

If the President d
mit armed forces
declaration of war or sends
troops aproad eguipped for
combat, the says, he
must report to Congress
within 48 hours the reasons,

~<how of patriotic support, It
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legai authdrjty, scope and
estimated cost of ti Ta-
tion. If Congress is'mot in

session, its leaders could re-
quest the President tocalla
special session. i
The hill further provides
that the President must g
the operation unless Gon-
gress approves it within 120
days, and that Congress
may order him to stop even
within that 120-day period by
a concurrent resolution ap-
proved by both houses. Such
a regulation does not require
the President’s signature
and thus could not be ve-
toed. [
_,,{;‘he Senate bill requires,
fhe President to stop unless
igress gives its approval
within 30 days and permits
Congress to order him to
stop within that time by pas-
sage of a hill — which he
copld veto. A veto can'be ov-
erriden only by g twosthirds
vote of both houses, .
The House subcommittee
Avnroved . the longer perigy
of. 120 days on .grounds that |
" the early days of a Viet.
ham or similar situation
"ongress. would be *most |
iikely to give the President a

might withhold this suppart
if é;fter more time the opera-
tion .appeared not essential

to *thé national security.
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