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A Furor in

Congress on
Cambodia

Washington

Defense Secretary El-
liott L. Richardson main-
tained yesterday that the
President had clear con-
stitutional authority to
continue bombing in Cam-
bodia in order to clean
up a “lingering corner of
the war.”

On Capitol Hill, mean-
while, there was a mount-
ing challenge, particularly
amohg members of the
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, to the admin-
istration claim of presiden-
tial authority to continue
military actions in Cambho-
dia.

ISSUE

Senate majority leader
Mike Mansfield, taking di-
recti issue with the Richard-
son argumen{, said Presi-
dent” Nixon would have no
constitutional authority to
order bombing raids in
Cambodia once all American
forces are withdrawn from
South Vietnam.

Senator J. William Ful-
bright (Dem-Ark.) was pre-
paring a letter to Secretary
of State William P. Rogers
demanding an explanation
of the purpose and authority
for the continued bhombing.

The White House made
clear Tuesday that the
bombing in Cambodia would
be continued until the Com-
munist forces in that coun-
try agree to a cease-fire.

POWERS .

In providing a legal justifi-
cation in the past for the
bombing in Cambodia, the
administration has relied
upon the president’s inher-
rent powers as commander-
in-chief to take steps to pro-
tect American troops in Viet-
nam.

Speaking  to reporters be-
fore an appearance before -
the senate Armed Services
Committee, Richardsan
argued that the President’s
constitutional authority is
not dependent upon the pres-
ence of American forces in
Vietnam.

“What we have now is a
situation in which there is a
kind of lingering corner of
the war still under way and
0 the United States is sim-
ply continuing to give the
kind of support there that
we were giving up to the
point where a cease-fire was
negotiated (in Vietnam).”
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