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WASHINGTON, Sept. 11 —
{The House Appropriations Com-
mittee approved today a $4.3-
billion cut in the defense budg-
et. Despite the reduction, the
$74.6-billion measure repre-
sents the largest defense ap-
propriations bill to be recom-
mended by the committee since
World War 11,

While cutting Pentagon re-
quests in several areas, the
House committee provided
funds for most of the major
weapons programs sought by
the Administration, including
the Navy's Trident missile-
launching submarine and the
Air Force's B-1 supersonic stra-
tegic bomber,

For the Vietnam war, the
committee approved all but
3450-million of the additional
$2.8-billion requested by the
Administration in June for in-
creased military operations fol-
lowing the Communist of-
fensive.

At the same time the com-
mittee rejected by voice vote
an end-the-war amendment
offered by  Representative
Joseph P. Addabho, Democrat
of Queens, that would have
required the withdrawal of all
American forces from Indo-
china in four months.

Mr. Addabbo will reoffer his
amendment when the defense
appropriations bill reaches the
|House floor later this week, but
‘there is virtually no chance
that it will be adopted by the
|House.

Probable Effect

The committee's 5 per cent
reduction in defense appropria-
tions for the current fiscal
year is about the same mag-
nitude as Congressional cuts
‘made in the military budget in
recent years and probably pre-
|determines the outcome of the
defense debate in Congtess.

The committee’s reductions
are virtually certain to be ac-
cepted by the House and prob-
ably will be endorsed, perhaps
with some further trimming, by
the Senate, where Senator
George McGovern thus far has
been unable to establish his
ase for sharply reduced defense
spending,

The Senate rejected in Aug-
ust a McGovern move to hold

‘the defense budget to last
year's appropriations level. The
bill approved by the Appro-
priations Committee provides
$1.7-billion more than last year,
an increase that the panel at-
tributed, largely to inflation,
About $2.3-billion of*the re-
ductions were dictated by the
annual military procurement
bill, which authorizes the
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weapons and military research.
The House Appropriations Com-
mittee imposed an additional

the defense budget.
Changing Conditions Cited

world  conditions
with execessive military re-

security. X

now marginal at best.”

.

what new programs to approve.

“The reductions delete pro-
grams that might be nice to
have but which are not es-
sential to national defense at

this time,” the report said.

In cutting specific programs,
the committee took the follow-
ing actions:

Qit rejected a request for
$180-million for purchase of
three Boeing 747 jumbo jets to
be used as airborne command
posts hy the President and his
staff in event of nuclear at-

adequate until more advanced
command-and-control  equip-
ment is developed, the commit-
tee said, “Essentially, these
three aircraft will provide little
more than additional space for
advisers, the requirement for
which has not been adequately
justified.”

qit cut by $100-million the
Air Force's request to purchase
30 F-15 fighter aircraft from
the McDonnell-Douglas Corpo-
ration, saying the Air Force
should be satisfied with buying
15 until the performance of the
new plane and its engine can
be established.
9With a $132-million reduc-
tion, it ordered the Navy to
buy only 23 of the S-3A anti-
submarine  warfare  patrol
planes instead of the 42 it
wanted. The plane, being de-
veloped by the Lockheed Air-
craft Corporation, has run into
cost overrun problems, with
the estimated cost of the pro-
gram rising by $226-million in
the last year.
It reduced the Safeguard
antiballistic missile program by
$300-million, including elimi-
nation of all funds for an ABM
site around Washington.
The committee also saved
$125-million by ordering the
military services to bring to
an end by next April their
program to relieve military per-
sonnel of kitchen police and
housekeeping chores by turn-
ing such duties over to civilian
employes.
Taking the military services

levels of appropriations for

$2-billion in cuts to eliminate
what it described as “fat” in

In a report, the House COM-
mittee argued that changing
combined

quests had permitted some re-
ductions in the defense budg-
et without impairing national

“We must tailor our military
forces to meet world condi-
tions as they are, not as they
were,” the report said. “The
tendency in the Department of
Defense too frequently is to
add new programs which were
valuable at one time but are

The ‘committee also contend-
ed - that its reductions were
“fully in accord with the spir-
it” of President Nixon's special
message in July urging Con-
gress to exercise fiscal restraint
by making “hard choices” on

costly ‘“civilianization” pro-
gram without Congressional
consent, the report said:

“The committee is of the
opinion that such duties do not
detract from the serviceman’s
image. As a matter of fact,
the committee believes that
these are wholesale and char-
acter huilding duties which
enhance a serviceman’s pride
in the services and the facili-
ties made available to him by
the American people.”

The committee -also criticized!
the Defense Department for
not complying with a Congres-
sional mandate to reduce the
size of headquarters staff and
for permitting a “grade creep”
to develop that it contended
had made the services top-
heavy with senior noncommis-
sioned officers and colonels
and generals.

As one specific measure,
the committee ordered that
starting next May flight pay not
be given to colonels and gen-
erals serving in moncombat as-
signments.

The committee questioned
whether the F-14A carrier
fighter, built for the Navy by
the Grumman Aerospace Cor-
poration at Bethpage, L. 1., was
worth its present cost of $16.8-
million-a-plane.

But in providing the full
$732-million requested for pur-

tack. NO%'SE that the presently!
used Boeing aircraft seem

chase of 48 more of the planes,
the committee said it had bowed
to the Defense Department
argument that if funds were
denied, it would break the con-
tract with Grumman, placing|
the Government at a disadvan..
tage in negotiating a new
contract.

to task for proceeding with a




