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Demos Vote
On the War

Washington Post Servive
Washington

The Senate Democratic
caucus laid down a direct
challenge to Preside nt
Nixon's Vietnam policies
vesterday, condemning his
“escalation of the war”
by a 29 to 14 vote and en-
dorsing a proposed Viet-
nam fund-cutoff by a 35
to 8 vote.

The caucus also voted 44
to 0 against postponing a
Senate floor vote on the fund
cutoff until Mr. Nixon re-
turns from his trip to Mos-
cow late this month.

The three votes represent-
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ed the strongest official re-
pudiation of Mr. Nixon’s
Vietnam policies ever voted
by the Senate Democrats as
a group.

The votes came after
three hours of stormy de-
bate in which Senators like
Gale W. McGee of Wyoming
and Sam J. Ervin Jr. of
North Carolina argued that
the caucus should withhold
action at this time in order
to give the President a
chance to “lick out” (as
MeGee put it) on his latest
Vietnam move.

REBUFF

Moreover, the votes di-
rectly rebuffed the Presi-
dent’s televised plea.for pub-
lic support.

In the House, the Nixon
announcement set off more
thn an hour of impassioned
oratory pro and con. It was
interrupted three times by
outbursts from the visitors’
gallery, where young people
shouting anti-war slogans
were hustled off by police.

Today the Democratic
members of the House For-
eign Affairs Committee will
take up three differing ver-
sions of legislation fixing a
date for troop withdrawal, in
compliance with last moth’s
demand by the House Demo
cratic caucus. .

If such a bill wins commit-
tee approval, it will be the
first time that a House comi-
mittee has endorsed a pul-
lout date since the war he-
gan.

CUT OFF

Senate Majority Leawier
Mike Mansfield of Montsmna
said the 35 to 8 vote approv-
ing the modified fund cytoff
proposed by Senators Fr ank
Church (Dem.-Idaho) . and
Clifford P, Case (Rep.-IN.J.)
was the first caucus endor-
semet ever of a fund cutoff.

The Case-Church plan, as
modified, stops allfurmls for
all U.S. lands, sea amd air
combat operations in Indo-
china four months after
North Vietnam agrees to re-
lease U.S. prisoners  of war.
An earlier version, already
contained in the Skate De-
partment - U.S. Infoirmation
Agency bill now be'lore the
Senate, cuts off funds De-
cember 31 of thisyear, sub-
ject to release of prisoners.

SHOWDOWN

Case and Church.moved to
modify the langmiage after
the President, in atnnouncing
the mining of Haiphong har-
bor in his Manday night
speech, said all U.S. use of
force would stop four.
months after :w@a cease-fire
and prisoner nelease. Casd
and Church don’t require aa-
cease-fire. The new lan-
guage will be siabstituted for
the existing wording prior to
the showdown Senate vote
on whether to keep the lan-
guage in the bill.

Opposition’ to the Presi-
dent’s war-escalation was
proposed by Senate Foreign
Relations Committee Chair-
man J. W. ["ulbright of Ar-
kansas, who called for a
vote of *rnio cinfidence’ in
the President. That was
modified, however. to a vote
of “‘disapproval” of his “‘es-
calation of the war,” and in
that form, passed, 29to 14.

The fund cutoff with the
modification to bring the
language closer to the Presi-
dent’s proposal was then
passed, 35 to 8. Sponsors be-
lieve they have reversed the
tide against their proposal
and are picking new
strenglh. i

VOTE

On the 35 to 8 vote, all the
Demiocratic presidential
candidates save Henry M.
Jaclsson of Washington, vot-
ed in favor of the Case-
Church proposal. The eight
against it were: Jackson,
McGee, Ervin, John Stennis
of Mississippl; Whip Robert
C Byrd of West Virginia,
James O. Eastland of Mis-
sissippi; James B. Allen of
JAlabama -and Russell B.

-Long of Louisiana. Several

‘voted by proxy.

A move by Allen to con-
«demn the “invasion” of
South Vietnam by North
Vietnam was dropped after
Alan Cranston of California
on a 30 to 8 vote, substituted
the word “incursion.”

Meanwhile, presidential
candidate Senator George S.
MeGovern of South Dakota
led Democrats in around of
furious denunciations of the
President’s actions, in some
of the strongest language
heard since the U.S. move
into Cambedia two years
ago.

Republicans rallied to the
President’s support, al-
though Senator Edward W.
Brooke of Massachusetts

said he would press for a
vote on his own plan to cut
off Vietnam combat funds
after August 31 and Senator
Lowell P. Weicker Jr. of
Connecticut, — while endors-
ing the President’s latest
moves — mnevertheless an-
nounced that he will vote for
a fund cutoff after having
opposed it in the past.

Record

On the Senate floor, Sena-
tor Mike' Gravel (Dem.-
Alaska) read into the record
excerpts firom a secret 1969
report on Vietnam prepared
by Henry A. Kissinger, quot-
ing the Defense Department
and CIA as saying that even
with a blockade and all-out
air interdiction campaign, it
would be extremely difficult
to cut off the flow of supplies
from Russia and China.

Gravel said the United
States is mow “‘the bully of
the world,” and charged
that the President, while
knowing that the new poli-
cies are fruitless, is never-
theless m:aking bellicose
gestures aut of a sense of
need toprove “male machis-
mo-!!

Both Semate Armed Serv-
ices Conimittee Chairman
stennis and Senator Jackson
who have backed the Presi-
dent up to now, opposed
“roadblociks” to the Presi-
dent, bui their comments
feel short: of al-out endorse-
ment of the Presidei¥s
moves.
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