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‘Avoided Villages’

Laos Envoy
Denies Bomb‘sl

WASHINGTON — (UPI) —
A formerambassadorto
Laos testified today that
heavy U.S. bombing has
carefully avoided populated
areas and that it is Commu-
nist pressures that have cre-
ated more than 700,000 Lao- |
tian refugees.

William Sullivan, now dep-
uty assistant secretary of |
state for East Asian and Pa-
cific Affairs, rejected conten-
tions ‘that the United States
deliberately hombs friendly
civilian villages. |

*Avoid Villages’ |

Sullivan told a Senate Ref- |
ugee Subcommittee:

“The policy of the Unifed |
States istodeliberately |
avoid hitting inhabited wil-
lages.”

Sullivan testifying at the
second day of hearings into
refugee problems in Indo-
china, said that only a
“small number of Laotian
villagers have become refu-
gees because of bombing,
most of them fleeing instead
because of advancing Com-
munist forces from the
north.” |

Kennedy Claim {

Sen. Edward Kennedy
(1>-Mass.) questioned - Sulli-
van’s claims. |

“We have evidence that
the bombing of Laos contrib-
uted to at least 75 percent of

—the refugees,” he said.

Kennedy charged there is
“‘a continuing tendeney on
the part of our national lead-
ership to underplay” effects
of the war on civilians and
said “‘such a mindless use of

power . . . shows a continued |
msenﬂtlvm to the people of
Indochina.™ I

The Massachuseits Demo- |
crat estimated six million |
South Vietnamese had heen
injured or made homeless
since the war began, He said
up to 1.5 million persons had
become refugees in Cambo-
dia since Cambodia became
involved in the war one year
ago, and that at least 700,000
persons had been uprooted in |
Laos. [

“Tens of thousands nave
fled from baitle areas over
the past weeks,” Kennedy
said. “Since the heavy air
war over Laos began in early
1969, conservative estimates
put the number of civilian
casualties at over 30,000, in- |
cluding as many as 10,DOD|
deaths,”

Rep. Paul M. MecCloskey
Jr. (R-Calif.) testified there
was a ‘‘very real possibility”
American bombing of vil-
lages in northern Laos dur-
ing 1968 and 1969 drove 1(0.-
00 persons from their
homes.

McCloskey, who returned
recently from a tour of Indo-
china and has said he may
oppose President Nixon for
the 1872 GOP presidential
nomination, said at least 76
percent of 96 villages in
northern Laos were de-
stroyed by hombing in 1969,

He said the state depart-
ment had “‘deliberately con-

cealed” hoth the extent of
bombing and ils impact on
the civiianpopulationafl

Laos for the past nine
months. ’
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