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Agnew Calls 
Bill a Plan 
'For Defeat' 
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Miami Beach 

Vice President Spiro Ag-
new, declaring that the 
Nixon Administration is 
prepared to see the Viet-
nam war to "an honorable 
end," charged yesterday 
that a Senate proposal for 
a fixed withdrawal of 
American troops was "a 
blueprint for the first de-
feat in the history of the 
United States." 

Agnew launched an at-
tack, in a speech to cheer-
ing members of the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars, on an 
"amendment to end the 
\varn and its chief sponsors, 
Senators Mark 0. Hatfield 
tRep-Ore.) and George S. 
McGovern (Derr-S.D.I 

"One wonders if they real• 1. give a damn." said the 
■ ice president, about the pos-
sible consequences of their 
:Ilan to halt American com-
bat operations in South Viet-
nam at the end of this year 
and bring all U.S. troops 
home. by mid-1971. 

CHARGES 
Agnew said passage of the 

amendment would destroy 
prospects for a negotiated 
settlement in Paris, leave the 
South Vietnamese prey to a 
Communist slaughter, imper-
il other allies in Southeast. 
Asia and offer the American 
people nothing more than 
"humiliation and disaster'' 
for its combat efforts. 
Agnew. who entered and 

exited to the strains of "The 
Battle Hymn of the Repub-
lic." repeatedly was inter-
rupted by applause. 

He drew his loudest elteers 
when he asked: "Can the President of the United 
States count on your sup-
port?' 

PROPOSAL 
Agnew acknowledged tliat 

his charges were –among the 
strongest since I took office" 
19 months ago, but said that 
the Hatfield-McGovern pro- 
posal was the. most danger-
ous presented to Congress ill 
19 years. 

In Washington. McGovern 
issued a statement saying the real defeat would be to 
continue -on a self-defeating 
course which is slaughtering 
the people of Southeast Asia. 
wasting the . lives of Arneri-
eau men and disrupting both 
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the American economy and 
our society." 

Senate Republican leader 
Hugh Scott of Pennsylvania 
told reporters be favored an 
accelerated withdrawal o f 
American forces. but agreed 
with Agnew that the Hat-
field-McGovern amendment 
would be a "precipitous re-
treat." 

INTENTION 
Agnew's remarks were not 

unlike his earlier assaults on 
Senate critics of the Nixon 
Administration's Vietnam 
policy. They reflected as well 
the intentions of the White 
House to reassure Asian al-
lies that Mr. Nixon has no 
plan to turn his back on them 
— a message the vice presi-
dent will carry to South Ko-
rea,.Thailan d. Nationalist China and South Viet n a in next week. 

But Agnew stated ,ester-, day. more forcefully than 
a n y administration official has done. the White House view that the war in South Vietnam has prevented a 
Communist takeover of 

I Southeast Asia. 
"Are. the isolationists eon-

' tent to let Asia go by default 
to the Communists because 
they lacked the perseverence 
to see. this t hr o 	h?" he asked, 
-Well we are not. Inv fel 

low Americans and my fel-
low veterans—and the Presi-
dent is not—and together we 
shall see tins war through to 
an honorable end that will do justice to the sacrifices of all our sons." 

TRUST 
IF Americans abandon 

South Vietnam. he added. 

"Could any Nation put trust 
in the word and capacity of 
the United States —if we 
slink home. d4leated. from 
the battlefield of Southeast 
Asia?' 

Agnew assailed Senatc 
doves. including Senator ,1 
ttilliam Fnlbright Dem- 
Ark:1. chairman of the For- 
e i g ri Relations Committee 
who argue that the Presi- 
dent's decision to send troops 
into Cambodia underscored 
the need to pine limits on a 
President's war-making pun • 
ers. 

stead,d. said the Vice 
Preside n I. the decision 
which lie called "the finesl 
hour in the Nixon presiden- 
cy." makes the. case that the 
S en a t e "should leave the 
President alone" to take net:- 
essay). steps to protect Amer-ican troops. 

PATRIOTISM 
A g n e w said he did. riot 

question the patriotism ol 
Hatfield. and McGovern, but found tang. with -their wis-dom, their logic and their 
judgment—and l q u e s t i 1 as a lso heir sense of justice:'

)  

He said he found it ironic 
(hat Senators who did not 
speak out while President 
Johnson sent 532.000 troops to Vietnam -are ohstructine and undercutting a President 
who is bringing 265,0on Americans home." 

Agnew was introduced to 
the convention by VFW Com-
mander-in-Chief Raymund 
Gallagher. who presented the 
Vice President with the \'FW 
Gold Medal Award. 

"The Vice President . " 
said Gallagher. -has injected into our national life a forth-
rightness and candor rarely-found among political lead-
ers " 
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