SENATORS, 817010,
VOTE FOR REPEAL
OF TONKIN ACTION

G.0.P. Seizes Initiative on
Resolution Johnson Used
as Basis for Wider War

HOUSE BACKING NEEDED
JUN_.%%
Doves Accuse Republicans
of Indulging in Crude and
Cynical Partisanship

By JOHN W. FINNEY '
Special to The New York Tines

WASHINGTON, June 24 —
The Senate voted today in
favor of repeal of the 1964
Gulf of Tonkin resolution, once
interpreted as the statutory
equivalent of a declaration of
war in Vietnam,

The legal effect of the action,
by a vote of 81 to 10, is prob-
ably minimal since the Nixon
Administration has stated that
it is not relying on the resolu-
tion enacted at the request of
President Lyndon B. Johnson,
as authority for current policies
in Indochina. But the vote may
have marked a turning point in
the increasingly acerbic bick-
ering in the Senate over the
war.

Supporters of the Adminis-
tration had seized the initiative
from the Democratic leadership
by moving yesterday to repeal
the resolution and they threat:
ened similar tactics agains
amendments on Vietnam of-
fered by Senate doves. The
doves responded by accusing
the Republicans of indulging in
crude and cynical partisanship.
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Both Actions Speedy

The Tonkin Gulf resolution,
which was often referred to
by President Johnson as Con-
gressional sanction for stepping
up the war in Vietnam, was
speedily passed in August,'
1964, after two American de-
stroyers reportedly had come
under attack by North Viet-
namese PT-hoats.

The resolution gave Congres-
sional support to the Presi-
dent’s determination to “take
all necessary measures” to pre-
vent further aggression in
Southeast Asia.

The action on the resolution,
which had been adopted with
two dissenting votes, was
taken by the Senate with al-l
most equal speed after two
days of perfunctory debate.
Behind the decision, which!
must be concurred in by the
House of Representatives, was
a convergence of views be-
tween hawks and doves,

To some senators, particu-
larly on the Republican side,
the resolution had become
meaningless. To others, par-
ticularly among the doves, the
Senate was acting against a
grant of warmaking power to
the President, Still other sena-
tors were eager to vote for re-
peal of a resolution that had
been used to justify an ex-
pansion of the war.

The repeal motion had been|
offered by Senator Robert J.|
Dole, a conservative Kansas|
Republican, as an amendment!
to the foreign military sales
bill before the Senate. The
Democratic  leadership  had
planned a later measure sepa-
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In that case, the Demoeratic
leadership would get another
chance at repealing the resolu-
tion though a concurrent reso-
lution, which does not require
the President’s signature.

Under the Mills bill ‘th"‘

volume of imports wotld e

sig tly rolled lck fram
the leve 19697 though it
contains a vision for a

vinced the fextile industry that
the Japangse have no intention
to work/\out realistic agree-
ments developments this
certainly confirm this. The Jap-
anese /offered proposals this
week /similay to those which
i been presented
and /rejected\ by the United
States. time, to our
they appear
negotiate on
gy meaningful basis.”

The refusal of Japan to nego-
ate an agreement, despite

llough
added. “underscores the heces-

gitvr far Ief!‘"““:"n ”

for a the & f imports if
the P?dé:t can otiate al Senator George McGovern,
voluntdry agreement w any Democrat of South Dakota,

a Foreign Relations Committer
provision requiring countries
receiving American arms to put
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local currencies, The money
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