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It Rejects Byrd’s Proposal
to Modify Effort to Curb
New Military Forays

A COOPER-CHURCH GAIN

Amendment’s Backers Add
Clause Denying Aim Is to
Cut President’s Power
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WASHINGTON, June 1]—
In a rebuff to President Nixon,
the Senate refused today to
modify proposed legislative re-
strictions on future American
military operations in Cam-
bodia.

By a vote of 52 to 47, the
Senate rejected a proposal to
declare that the President,
under his authority as Com-
mander in Chief, could retain
troops in Cambodia if he
thought such action necessary
to protect the safety of Ameri-
can forces in Vietnam. The
proposal had been offered by
Senator Robert C. Byrd, Demo-
crat of West Virginia, and en-
dorsed by Mr. Nixon.

The vote provided the clear-
est test of the sentiment in the
Senate for imposing legislative
|restrictions on the President's
authority to involve the nation
in military action in Cambodia
without the consent of Con-
{gress.

July 1 Deadline Proposed

Such restrictions are embod-
jed in the pending amend-
ment offered by Senators John
{Sherman Cooper and Frank
Church to a bill on foreign
sales of weapons. The amend-
ment would prohibit the
President, in the absence of
Congressional approval, from
spending any funds after July
I—the deadline set by Mr, Nix-
on for withdrawal—for retain-
|ing United States forces in
|Cambodia, for providing mili-
tary advisers or combat air
|support to the Cambodian
forces and from financing the
pay of forces from third coun-
tries going to the aid of the
Cambodian Government.

The effect of the vote today
(was to reinforce expectations
that the Senate, trying to re-
jassert Congress’s war-making
powers under the Constitution,
would eventually approve the
\bipartisan Cooper-Church draft.
Mr. Cooper is a Kentucky Re-
publican and Mr, Church an
Idaho Democrat.

Throughout the four-week
debate, the discussion has fo-
cused on whether the amend-
ment would infringe upon the
President’s constitutional pow-
ers as Commander in Chief,

In an attempt to clarify the
issue—as well as to obtain
support in a close vote—the
Cooper-Church forces added a
provision today specifying that
nothing in the amendment
“shall be deemed to impugn
the constitutional powers of
the President as Commander
in Chief.”

The provision, offered by
Senator Mike Mansfield, the
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Vote on Byrd Amendmentl
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