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S
enators S

often L
anguage of C

am
bodia A

m
endm

ent 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

S
p

ecial to
 T

h
t N

ew
 iro

rS
 M

ats 

W
A

S
H

1N
G

T
1N

, M
ay 21—

T
he 

W
h

ite
 H

o
u

se
 a

n
d

 its S
e
n

a
te

 
critics w

ere at an
 im

p
asse to

-
d
a
y
 in

 th
e
ir a

tte
m

p
t to

 re
a
c
h
 

an
 acco

m
m

o
d

atio
n

 o
n

 a m
o

v
e 

to
 p

ro
h

ib
it fu

tu
re m

ilitary
 ac-

tiv
ities in

 C
am

b
o
d
ia w

ith
o
u
t 

th
e co

n
sen

t o
f C

o
n
g
ress. 

A
s a

 c
o

n
c
ilia

to
ry

 g
e
stu

re
, 

h
o

w
ev

er, th
e critics d

ecid
ed

 to
 

m
o
d
ify

 th
eir am

en
d
m

en
t to

 th
e 

F
o

reig
n

 M
ilitary

 S
ales A

ct to
 

m
ak

e clear th
at it w

as d
esig

n
ed

 
to

 rein
fo

rce P
resid

en
t N

ix
o

n
's 

an
n

o
u

n
ced

 p
lan

 to
 w

ith
d

raw
 all 

A
m

erican forces from
 C

am
bodia 

b
y
 Ju

ly
 I. 

W
h

eth
er th

is g
estu

re w
o

u
ld

 
av

ert a co
n

fro
n

tatio
n

 b
etw

een
 

the W
hite H

ouse and the S
enate 

w
as u

n
clear. 

T
h

e im
m

ed
iate effect, h

o
w

-
ev

er, w
as to

 d
eep

en
 th

e d
iv

i-
sio

n
 b

etw
een

 th
e S

en
ate. w

h
ere 

th
ere ap

p
ears to

 b
e a m

ajo
rity

 
su

p
p
o
rtin

g
 a restrictiv

e C
am

-
b
o
d
ia

n
 a

m
e
n
d
m

e
n
t, a

n
d
 th

e
 

A
d
m

in
istratio

n
, w

h
ich

 h
as th

u
s 

far o
p
p
o
sed

 an
y
 am

en
d
m

en
t o

n
 

th
e
 g

ro
u

n
d

 th
a
t it m

ig
h

t e
n

-
c
ro

a
c
h

 u
p

o
n

 th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n

t's 
A

u
th

o
rity

 a
s C

o
m

m
a
n

d
e
r in

 
C

hief. 
L

a
st w

e
e
k

e
n

d
, th

e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u

se
 to

o
k

 th
e
 in

itia
tiv

e
 in

 
seeikng an accom

m
odation w

ith 
its sen

ate critics th
ro

u
g

h
 o

v
er-

tu
res to

 S
en

ato
r Jo

h
n
 S

h
erm

an
 

C
o
o
p
e
r, R

e
p
u
b
lic

a
n
 o

f K
e
n
-

tu
c
k

y
. A

lo
n

g
 w

ith
 S

e
n

a
to

r 
F

ra
n
k
 C

h
u
rc

h
, D

e
m

o
c
ra

t o
f 

Id
a
h
o
, S

e
n
a
to

r C
o
o
p
e
r is th

e
 

sp
o
n
so

r o
f an

 am
en

d
m

en
t b

e-
fo

re th
e S

ean
te th

at w
o

u
ld

 p
ro

-
h
ib

it th
e P

resid
en

t fro
m

 u
sin

g
 

an
y
 fu

n
d
s to

 "retain
" A

m
erican

 
fo

rc
e
s in

 C
a
m

b
o

d
ia

 o
r fo

r 
su

p
p
ly

in
g
 m

ilita
ry

 a
d
v
ise

rs, 
m

ercen
aires o

r air co
m

b
at su

p
-

p
o
rt to

 th
e C

am
b
o
d
ian

 arm
ed

 
forces. 

T
h
ro

u
g
h
o
u
t th

is w
eek

, h
ig

h
ly

 
p

laced
 W

h
ite H

o
u

se o
fficials. 

in
clu

d
in

g
 H

en
ry

 A
. K

issin
g

er, 
th

e P
resid

en
t's ad

v
iser o

n
 n

a-
tio

n
al secu

rity
 h

av
e d

iscu
ssed

 

w
ith

 S
en

ato
r C

o
eo

p
r p

o
ssib

le 
ch

an
g

es in
 th

e am
en

d
m

en
t th

at 
m

ig
h

t m
a
k

e
 it a

c
c
e
p

ta
b

le
 to

 
th

e A
d

m
in

istratio
n

. 
T

h
e A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 w

an
ted

 
th

e
 a

m
e
n

d
m

e
n

t re
w

o
rd

e
d

 to
 

m
a
k
e
 c

le
a
r th

a
t it in

 n
o
 w

a
y
 

d
e
tra

c
te

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 a

u
th

o
rity

 
th

e P
resid

en
t as co

m
m

an
d
er in

 
c
h

ie
f. T

h
e
 S

e
a
n

to
rs, in

 tu
rn

, 
w

e
re

 re
lu

c
ta

n
t to

 h
a
v
e
 th

e
 

am
en

d
m

en
t w

o
rd

ed
 so

 th
at th

e 
P

resid
en

t co
u
ld

 u
se it to

 ju
stify

 
fu

rth
er m

ilitaay
 in

v
o

lv
em

en
t 

in
 C

a
m

b
o
d
ia

 w
ith

o
u
t th

e
 a

p
-

p
ro

v
al o

f C
o
n
g
ress. 

A
s m

o
d
ified

, th
e p

ream
b
le to

 
th

e
 a

m
e
n
d
m

e
n
t sa

y
s it is o

f-
fered

 "in
 co

n
cert w

ith
 th

e d
e-

c
la

re
d

 o
b

je
c
tiv

e
 o

f th
e
 P

re
si-

d
e
n
t o

f th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s to
 

av
o
id

 in
v
o
lv

em
en

t o
f th

e U
n
it-

e
d
 S

ta
te

s in
 C

a
m

b
o
d
ia

 a
fte

r 
Ju

ly
 1

, 1
9
7
0
." T

h
e
 o

rig
in

a
l 

p
ream

b
le d

id
 n

o
t m

en
tio

n
 th

e 
P

resid
en

t. 
S

en
ato

r C
o
o
p
er an

n
o
u
n
ced

 
th

is ev
en

in
g
 th

at h
e w

as ab
an

-
d

o
n

in
g

 th
e
 n

e
g

o
tia

tio
n

s w
ith

 

th
e
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 a
n
d
 w

o
u
ld

 
p
ress fo

r a v
o
te o

n
 th

e am
en

d
-

m
en

t, p
erh

ap
s n

ex
t w

eek
. T

h
e 

sen
ato

r said
 th

e m
o

d
ificatio

n
 

w
as along 

th
e
 lin

e
s o

f o
n

e
 o

f 
th

e
 su

g
g

e
stio

n
s m

a
d

e
 to

 th
e
 

W
hite H

ouse. 
S

en
ato

r A
lb

ert G
o
re, m

ean
-

w
h
ile, co

m
p
lain

ed
 to

 th
e S

en
-

a
te

 th
a
t P

re
sid

e
n

t N
ix

o
n
 h

a
d
 

to
ld

 le
a
d
e
rs o

f v
e
te

ra
n
s a

n
d
 

re
tire

d
 o

ffic
e
r g

ro
u
p
s o

f th
e
 

p
la

n
s to

 se
n

d
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s 
tro

o
p

s in
to

 C
am

b
o

d
ia tw

o
 d

ay
s 

b
efo

re h
e d

isclo
sed

 th
e o

p
era-

tio
n
 to

 C
o
n
g
re

ss a
n
d
 th

e
 n

a
-

tion. 
T

h
e
 T

e
n

n
e
sse

e
 D

e
m

o
c
ra

t 
q
u
o
ted

 fro
m

 a letter o
f M

ay
 1

3
 

fro
m

 V
ice M

m
. W

. R
. S

m
ed

-
b

e
rg

 3
d

, re
tire

d
, p

re
sid

e
n

t o
f 

th
e R

etired
 O

fficers A
sso

cia-
tio

n
, to

 h
is m

e
m

b
e
rs u

rg
in

g
 

su
p

p
o

rt fo
r w

h
at he 

described 
as th

e P
resid

en
t's "d

ifficu
lt an

d
 

courageous decision." 
N

oting 
th

at 
S

e
c
re

ta
ry

 o
f 

S
ta

te
 W

illia
m

 P
. R

o
g
e
rs h

a
d
 

m
a
d

e
 n

o
 m

e
n

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 im

-
p
en

d
in

g
 o

p
eratio

n
 w

h
en

 h
e tes-

tified
 b

efo
re a clo

sed
 sessio

n
 o

f 
th

e S
en

ate F
o
reig

n
 R

elatio
n
s 

C
o

m
m

ittee o
n

 A
p

ril 2
8

 an
d

 th
at 

P
re

sid
e
n
t N

ix
o
n
 h

a
d
 n

o
t in

-
fo

rm
ed

 co
n

g
ressio

n
al lead

ers 
u

n
til th

e o
p

eratio
n

 w
as u

n
d

er 
w

ay
 o

n
 A

p
ril 3

0
, S

en
ato

r G
o

re 
said: 

"T
h
is letter, if co

rrect, in
d
i-

cates that th
e d

ecisio
n

 w
as -be-

ing d
iscu

ssed
 w

ith
 su

n
d

ry
 p

ri-
v
ate citizen

s w
h
ile th

e in
fo

rm
a-

tio
n

 w
ith

 resp
ect to

 it w
as b

e-
in

g
 w

ith
h

eld
 fro

m
 th

e S
en

ate 
b

y
 n

o
 less a p

erso
n

ag
e th

an
 th

e 
S

ecretary
 o

f S
tate h

im
self." 

"T
h
is is a

 sh
o
c
k
in

g
 situ

a
-

tio
n

," h
e to

ld
 th

e S
en

ate. 
L

ater, th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se p

ress 
secretary

 R
o

n
ald

 L
. Z

ieg
ler, d

e-
n
ied

 th
at M

r. N
ix

o
n
 h

ad
 to

ld
 

th
e g

ro
u

p
 th

at C
am

b
o

d
ia w

as 
to

 b
e in

v
ad

ed
. T

h
e P

resid
en

t 
m

erely
 d

iscu
ssed

 th
e g

en
eral 

situ
a
tio

n
 w

ith
 th

e
 g

ro
u

p
, M

r. 
Z

iegler said. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


