
White House Sees Senate Move 
On Cambodia as Infringement 

WAR-CRIB MOVES 
IN SENATE SCORED 
BY WHITE HOUSE 

Constitutional Responsibility 

of Nixon as Commander 

in Chief Is Stressed 

INFRINGEMENT CHARGED 
MAY 1 a 1910 

Plan of Cooper and Church 

on Troops in Cambodia Is 

Termed Unacceptable 

Mr. Ziegler said the White 
House opposition to the Coop-
er-Church amendment did not 
indicate any intention of keep-
ing United States forces in 
Cambodia beyond June 30 or 
any plans for another incursion 
into Cambodia. 

He stressed an Administra-
tion belief that "options in 
terms of Presidential responsi-
bility" to protect United States 
forces should not be taken 
from the President." 

The President spent the day 
here in discussions with aides 
at his home on Key Biscayne. 
He and his family are expected 
to return to Washington Sun-
day. 

G.O.P. Seeks Compromise 
By JOHN W. FLNNEY 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, May 15 -
The Senate Republican leader-
ship cast about today for a 
compromise on an amendment 
to restrict the use of troops 
in Cambodia that could win 
over uncommitted Senators in 
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a closely divided senate. 
Senator Hugh Scott of Penn-

sylvania, the Republican lead-
er, told reporters that there 
appeared to be 12 to 15 Sena-
tors undecided or uncommitted 
on an amendment to cut off 
funds for retaining American 
forces in Cambodia, with the 
committed Senators about 
evenly divided. 

The vote on the amendment, 
offered as rider to a foreign 
military sales bill, is not ex-
pected before Tuesday. 

The Republican leaders met 
with White House, State De-
partment and Defense Depart-
ment aides for more than an 
hour today considering various 
substitute amendments, all de-
signed to make clear that no 
prohibitions laid down by the 
Senate would prevent the 
President from taking steps in 
Cambodia to protect Amer- 

ican troops in South Vietnam .  
While no agreement was 

reached on a substitute, Sena-
tor Scott offered one as a "se-
rious contender." It would spe-
cify that no funds authorized 
by the bill could be used to 
introduce American ground 
combat troops into Laos, Thai-
land or Cambodia without the 
consent of Congress, unless the 
President determined Th-a-such 
a step was necessary "to pro-
tect the lives of American 
troops remaining within South 
Vietnam." 

Since none of the funds in 
the military sales bill are used 
for ground troops, the Scott 
amendment would impose no 
fiscal restrictions on the presi-
dent. Furthermore, it could 
have the effect of repealing an 
amendment to last year's De-
fense Appropriations Act speci-
fying that no ground combat 
troops were to be introduced 
into either Thailand or Laos 
without Congressional approval. 
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By JAMES N. NAUGHTON 
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KEY BISC.AYNE, Fla., May 
15—The White House strongly 
asserted today its view that 
a move in the Senate to cut off 
funds for future military in-
volvement in Cambodia would 
be an infringement of the Pres-
ident's constitutional powers 
as Commander in Chief. 

Ronald L. Ziegler, the White 
House press secretary, said 
that "it is our feeling there 
should be no restraint on the 
powers of the President as 
Commander in Chief" as 
"stated under the Constitu-
tion." 

He said that the Administra-
tion could not accept the lan- 
guage of such legislation, pro- 
posed in the form of an amend-
ment to a foreign military sales 
bill by Senator John Sherman 
Cooper, Republican of Ken-
tucky, and Frank Church, 
Democrat of Idaho. The Ad- 
ministration holds this view, he 
said, even though the amend- 
ment is in keeping with Mr. 
Nixon's pledge to have all 
United States forces out of 
Cambodia by June 30. 

Aide Cites Article II 
Article II of the Constitution 

gives the President the respon. 
sibility for protecting United 
States troops in the field, Mr. 
Ziegler said and the Cooper-
Church amendment would be 
"an infringement on that con-
stitutional responsibility." 

There were reports yesterday 
that Administration spokesmen 
were arguing that the amend-
ment could impair the Presi-
dent's credibility aboard, but 
Mr. Ziegler's remarks were re-
garded as a strong reassertion 
that the real issue was one of 
a constitutional conflict. 


