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Big Debate
On Cambodia
In Congress

United Press

Washington

The Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee ex-
pressed concern yesterday
about extended United
States involvement in In-
dochina and the House's
usually near-solid support
of American war policy
fell apart over the U.S.-
supported offensive into|
Cambodia.

In a unanimous :bipar-
tisan statement the com-
mittee: warned that “the
deepening American in-
volvement is a grave de-
velopment.”

But it decided to hold up
proposed legislation to in-
hibit future U.S, action in,
Cambodia. ]

In the House, some, but not |
all, hawkish lawmakers
praised President Nixon's de-
cision | to provide American
advisers, artillery and war
planes to aid the South Viet-
namese offensive against a
communist force just inside
the Cambodian border,

WEAPONS

The House debated pro-
posed amendments to a $20
billion military weapons ay-
thorization “bill that would
have restricted use of U.S.
troops in Cambodia, Laos
and Thailand, but in the end
it withheld action to await

the President’s spegeh.

NinejHouse Democrats led
by Representative Richard L.
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Ottinger, (Dem-N.Y.), intro-
duced a resolution of censure
against president Nixon. Ot-
tinger said Mr. Nixen had
“exceeded his constitutional
authority to commit Ameri-
can citizens to war.”

Representative  Clarence
Long, (Dem-Md.), who has
taken a middle-of-the-road
stand on the war, said *“‘the
administration has broken
both its promises and its con-
stitutional oboigation” in
committing Americans to
fighting in Cambodia.

CRITICISM

Representative Roman Pu-
cinsld, (Dem-1ll.), calling
himself a “strong supporter”
of U.S. Vietnam policy, criti-
cized the administration for
its unilateral attitude. The
American people, he said,
would demand that Cambod-
ia be dealt with by all inter-
ested nations in order to
avoid dragging the United
States alone into another war
like the one in Vietnam,

As expected, support for
the president was voiced by
house GOP leader Gerald R.
Ford and Representative L.
Mendel Rivers (Dem-S.C.)
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chairman of the armed sery-
ices committee.

Semator George D. Aiken,
(Rep-Vt.), Ranking republi-
can on the senate foreign re-
latians committee, rejected
the 'Whife House contention
that the Cambodian raid was

limited to communist sanctu-
aries along the Vietnam hor- l
der and would not lead to an-

other Vietnam-tvpe war,

The committee took no ac-
tion on a proposal by Senators
Johm Sherman Cooper,
(Rep-Ky.), and Frank
Church. (Dem-Idaho), to pro-
hibit the supplying of any
arms to the Cambodian gov-
ernment, or giving them
American military advisers.

Chairman J. William Ful-
bright said members wanted
to 'wait until after Mr, Nix-
on's speech and until the ad-
mimistration answers a long
sexiies of questions submitted
by committee staff members
to the state department.

On the Senate floor, as in
the house, Mr. Nixon's deci-
sibn was both defended and
eriticized. His allies accused
critics of playing politics
with the lives-of GIs and
urged senators to hold their

fire pending his speech.
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