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Nixon's $200,000 Gift

San Clemente

A group of California
businessmen who built a
golf course for President
Nixon on the grounds of
his San Clemente estate
has disclosed that their
gift would amount to at
least $200,000, including
its upkeep, by the time he
leaves the presidency.

The gift, by 76 men who
call themselves “the golfing
~iends of the president” al-

lough he apparently has
never played the course with
any of them, was valued at
$85,000 to $100,000 by a
spokesman who called it
‘“probably the finest small
course in the country.”

In addition, members of
the select group with its gen-
erous sprinkling of million-
aires pay annual dues of
$250 each or an over-all total
of about $19,000 a year, for
so long as Mr. Nixon is
President, to maintain the
three-hole, nine-tee course
that undulates over a
2Y%-acre section of the

~ 26-acre presidential estate.

A fulltime greenskeeper,
Leo Duell, who is paid by
the 76 Club, as it is some-
times called, has tended the
course since its completion
in August, 1970, a year after
Mr.
property.

INSPIRATION

Oscar W. Richard of New-
port Beach, who had the
original inspiration for the
gift and was its chief fund
raiser, described the financ-
ing of the project to “‘set it
apart” from recent disclo-
sures of large sums of gov-
ernment money spent onim-

Nixon acquired the

New Probe of
Nixon’s Home,
Campaign Funds

New York

Senate Watergate investi-
gators are taking seriously
the possibility that Republi-
can campaign funds were
used to help finance the pur-
chase of President Nixon,s

estate at San Clemente, Calif.,
Time magazine reported
yesterday.

Mr. Nixon’s former per-
sonal attorney, Herbert
Kalmbach, was the custodi-
an of $1.6 million left over
from Mr. Nixon’s 1968 cam-
paign, the magazine said.

Time said Kalmbach den-
ied any misdeed, saying,
“not a dime of campaign
money went into San Cle-
mente.”’

The White House previous-
ly has denied published
news accounts alleging that
campaign funds were used
in the purchase of the San
Clemente estate.

Assaciated Press

proving the President’s
homes here and in Key Bis-
cayne, Fla.

“The government has not

paid one penny toward

building - the course or its up-
keep, not one shrub of land-
scaping or a drop of the wat-
er used on the greens and
fairways,” said the 66-
year-old land developer,
banker and longtime friend
of Mr. Nixon. “Nor will Mr.

Nixon bear any of the ex-
pense while he is in the
White House.” s

Each of the 76 golfing

" friends is the possesor of a

walnut and silver plaque, in-
scribed with his name and
the presidential seal, and en-
joys the distinction of being
allowed to use the golf
course whenever Mr. Nixon
or members of his family
are not at their Spanish-
style residence, El Casa Pa-
cifica, on a bluff overlooking
the Pacific Ocean.

Many but by nomeans all
of the golfing friends — the
list was limited to 76 to
“provide a patriotic flavor’’
— are members of the in-
fluential Lincoln Club of Or-
ange county.

CONTRIBUTORS

Richard is a director and
vice president of the Repub-
lican club, composed largely
of wealthy men who have
given large sums to Mr. Nix-
on’s political campaigns,
some as far back as 1946
when he first ran for Con-
gress from Orange county.

Other contributors from
the Lincoln Club include ac-
tor John Wayne, George
Holstein, a builder, Kenneth
Gaede, John Lusk, Bob
Lynch, the president’s broth-
er, Donald, and Herbert W.
Kalmbach of Newport

Beach, who until his involve-
ment in the Watergate scan-
dal was Mr. Nixon’s person-
al attorney.

Bob Hope is one of several
Palm Springs residents and
friends of the President who
belong to the 76 Club.

A half dozen of the leading
land developers of the New
port Beach-Corona Del Max
coastal area are donors, as
are several bankers and fin-
anciers, at least six of whom
are rated as multimillion-
aires. Others are prominent
merchants who donatéd ma-
terials for construction of
the course.

The details provided by
Richard of the investment in
the golf course increase to
nearly a million dollars the
money reported in various
accounts to have been spent
thus far onimprovements to
the $1.5 million presidential
estate here over the last 4%
years.

A series of reports by the
General Services Adminis-
tration produced, on June
21, the latest figure of $703,-
367 in government funds
spent on improvements to
the San Clemente house and
grounds, with the explana-
tion that they were security
messures - requested by the
Secret Service. ‘
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