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[Lid !or Routine 
N ilzon Home Repairs 

By Ronald Kessler 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

A government breakdown 
of $1.3 million spent to im- 
prove Presideht Nixon's 
properties in California and 
Florida shows that large 
sums of federal money have 
been used for what appear 
to be routine house repairs 
and for furniture for the 
President's den. 

The official accounting 
lists $4,834 spent by the gov-
ernment for furnishings in 
Mr. Nixon's den San Cle-
mente, $3,200 for tiling a 
roof, $998 for replacement 
of a "hazardous" wrought 
iron railing, $1,600 for win-
dow alterations, $1,105 for 
cleaning the beach, $1,950 
for pruning "hazardous" 
dead tree branches; and 
$1,950 for repairing a wall. 

The White -House yester-
day referred all -.questions 
on the improvements to• the 
GSA and Secret Servide. 
The GSA said all but two of 
the improvements to the 
San Clemente house were 
requested by the Secret 
Service for security pur-
poses. The Secret Service 
confirmed that it had asked 
for many of the improve-
ments, but said more time 
would be required to con-
firm each one. 

Among the government 
expenditures for furnishings 
to the President's den are 
$472 for a leather top desk; 
$171 for a chair, $504 for a 
sofa, $201 fora club chair, 
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$141 for a swivel' chair, $26, 
for two chairs, $544 •,for'tWo 
more chairs, and $86 for deo- , 
oratiVe pillows. 

Permanent improvements-
made to till properties in-
clude $1,85r a flagpole in 
San Clemente, $476 to paint 
the flag pole, $388 for an ex-
haust fan in San Clemente, 
$314 for a sea wall ladder in 
Key Biscayne, $475 for a 
swimming pool cleaner in 
Key Biscayne, $621 for an 
ice-maker for Secret Service 
agents in Key Biscayne, and 
$826 for storm shutters in 
Key Biscayne. 

These items are in addi-
tion to such previously re-
ported expenditures for the 

San Clemente house as'4$13,- 
500 for new heaters inn 
Clemente, $3,809 for a con-
nection to the city se 
system in San Clemente, • 
$184,174 for interior and ex-
terior electrical work, $2,400 
for septic tank repairs, $42,-
500 for a wall, $10,612 for 
roadways and parking lots, 
$2,800 for a swimming pool 
heater, $11,561 for a red-
wood fence, and $22,000 for 
guard houset 

The breakdown showed 
that the taxpayers have a 
big investment in the plants, 
trees, lawns, and landScaP-
ing of the Presidenes San 
Clemente property. In the 
past four years the govern-
ment has spent more than 
$100',000 for landscaping at 
the California-  estate, nearly , 
$19000 for weed removal 
more than $8,600 for plants, 
and $5,600 for moving trees. 
been spent on permanent 

Altogether, $703,367 has 
been spent on permanent 
improvements to the San 
Clemente home and $579,907 
to the Key Biscayne com-
plex, which includes two 
houses owned by the Presi-
dent. 

The figures do not include 
$600,000 spent to operate 
and maintain the Key Bis-
cayne compound or an as 
yet'undeterrnined sum 
spent to operate the West-
ern 'White House. The figs 
urea also do not include any 
expenditures made by gov-
erhment agencies other than 
the General Services Ad-
ministration. 

For example, some $340,- 
000 was spent by the Army 
Corps of Engineers to in-
stall a helicopter landing 
pad at the Key Biscayne 16-
cation. 

The GSA breakdown 
shows that large sums have 
been spent on items nor-
mally considered to be rela-
ted to the protection of the 
President and the preven-
tion of communications 
breakdowns. 

These payments include 
$42,293 for a "security" 
lighting system at Key Bis-
cayne, $128,7Q8 for bullet-re-
sistant glass edoors and Jim-
dows at KeyBitCayne ,786 
for removing a low wall and 
planting high hedges at Key 
Biscayne and $7,631 for bul-
let-resistant glass at the San 
Clemente swimming pool. 

Other items for repairs 
and improvements that 
home owners routinely 
make were defended by the 
Secret Service and GSA as 
being necessary for the pro-
tection of the President. 

GSA's audit of expendi-
tures labeled. $1,950 for 
pruning trees as being for 
"eliminating safety hazards 
caused by dead branches." 
Some $8,800 for landscaping, 
including removal of dry 
weeds, was listed as being to 
"eliminate fire hazard Re-
placement of a wrought iron 
railing for $998 was because 
the ragling was "hazarclOus." 

Arihur F. Sampson ad-
ministrator of GSA, said $1,-
600 spent for windowItera-
tions was fay "security" pur-
poses. 

Carrn. Davis, the San Cle-
mente building inspector 
who approved the building 
permit for the windows, said 
the windows were replaced 
because "they just wouldn't 
close properly." 

"The windows were of 
wood sash and they had dry 
rot in: the sills and frames," 
he told . The Washington 
Post. "They were just fall-
ing apart." 

Davis said the windows 
were replaced with alumi-
num sashes. 

„John W. Warner, assistant 
to the director of the Secret 
Service, said the existing 
heaters in the San Clemente 
home were replaced ,for se-
curity reasons becauSe they 
were unsafe. 

Davis, the San Clemente 
building inspector who ap-
proved the permit for the 
new heaters, said the old 
equipment was corroded, an-
tiquated, and "inoperative." 

"If yogi had bought the 
house, you'd have done it 
too," he said. 

Sampson, the GSA admin-
iitrator, defended the con-
nection to the city sewer 
system as being necessary 
for "guests like (Soviet Com-
munist Party Leader Leonid 
I.) Brezhnev, for govern-
ment guests, for functions." 

He said the governinent 
paid for only $3,800 of the 
$9,000 cost of the new line 
because the remaining share 
of the pipe was for the per-
sonal use of the President 
and his family. 

Warner, the Secret Serv-
ice official, said the line was 
for the use of Secret Service 
agents as well as for the 
personal use if the Presi-
dent. 

Davis, who also appOwed 
the permit for the sewer 

said the septic tank 
that came with the San Cle- 

mente house when the Pres-
ident bought` it in 1969 rep-
resented a violation of the 
city building codeAle said it 
was the last ,uktic tank in 

the city and should have r 
been eliminated long age' 

In 'addition, he said, it 
would have been illegal to 
build the 'Swimming pool 
that was installed by the 
President on the property 
without a connection to the 
city sewer system. 

pavis said the sewer line 
services the President's resi- 
de ,,the pool, and a guest 
hone Where the President's 
daughters and their hus-
bands stay. 

He said Secret Service 
agents have their own of-
fices that are separate from 
the President's residence 
and generally live in apart- 
ments in the downtown sec-
tion of they, city. 

The sewer connection 
"had to be done to comply 
with the law," he said. 

Orie Secret(  Service offi-
cial, who asked not to be 
quoted by name, laughed 
repeatedly when many, of 
the, expenditures said to be 
for national security were 
read off. 

"Frankly, I have a feeling 
GSA is trying to squirm 
their way out by blaming 
these things on us," he 
said. However, Warner, the 
assistant to the director of 
the Secret Service, said he 
found authorizations by his 
ag4ncy for many of the 
expenditures. He said he 
hasn't yet had time to check 
them all. 

Both the Secret Service 
and GSA agreed that the 
personal furniture and the 
flagpole at the San Cle-
mente residence had not 
been requested by, the 
Secret Service, and 'were 
not for security purposes. 

Sampson, the GSA chief, 
said GSA "has" to provide 
office furniture,  for govern-
ment officials "anywhere, as 
long as it's reasonable." 
- He said the furnitire is 
still owned by GSA, but 
since presidents are given 
government offices by law 
after they retire, President 
Nixon will "keep it until he 
dies." After that, Sampson 
said; the furniture will re-
vert to the government. 

Sampson acknowledged 
that there is no specffic 
congressional act authorize 
ing GSA to furnis the 
private residences of 	

. 
 

dents while in offic 	ut 
lie-said a government 	ciel 



such asa.senat 	Id take 
furnitara. . 	h 	me, so 
long, as he does not receive 
more government furniture 
than is authorized. 

William M. Cochrane, staff 
director of the Senate Rules 
Committee, eivhich develops 
rules goverffng the Senate 
and its members, said, "The 
GSA never gives any furni-
ture to senators (for their 
hones). It would take a 
formal resolution (bly the 
COrigress) to allow it. It 
would be illegal to keep it," 
he said. 

GSA Lists Bills it Paid ora Nixon, HOnte-s 

SAN CLEMENTE 
$4,834 for furniture in President's 
: includes $72 for brass lamp, $79 

r table,lamp, $146 for end table, $186 
for coffee table, $419 for lounge chair 
and ottoman, $472 for leather top desk, 
$171 for chair, $504 to recover a :sofa, 

$201 to recover a club chair, $141 for 
wivel chair, $131 for lamp, $268 for 

two chairs, $544 for two additional' 
1., chairs, $237 for desk chair, $86 for dec-
lorative pillows, $523 for blinds, and 

$654 for a carpet and underpadding. 
• $312 for restraining entrance gates 

and doors. 
• $388 for installing exhaust fan. 

• $523 for repairing gazebo and re-
moving beach debris and for anchoring 
planks in nearby railroad crossing. 

• $1,950 for pruning trees. 
• $3,200 for roof tile. 
• $6,642 for tiling the roof and floor 

of a gazebo. 
• $1,950 for repairing walls. 
• $8,810 for o landscaping, including 

removal of dry weeds. 
• 42,496 for asphalt paving. 
• $2,630 for relocating a tree and re-

planting a fallen tree. 
• $130,530 for exterior electrical 

work: 
• $53,644 for interior electrical work. 
• $13,500 for heating system. 
• $3,800 for sewer line. 
• $2,916 for surveying to determine 

property lines. 
• $1,600 for window alterations. 
• $1,105 for cleaning the beach. 
• $1,853 for installation of flagpole 

and $476 for painting flagpole.  

0 $1,525 for surveying residence. 
• $998 for replacement of hand 

rail. 
• $460 for fertilizer. 

KEY BISCAYNE 
• $4,786 for security screening pro-

ject. 
• $3,898 for demolishing trees and 

plants. 
• $122,714 for constructing Secret 

Service command post. 
• $128,708 for bullet-resistant ,glass 

doors and windows. 
• $587 for flagpole. 
• $3,030 for golf carts for Secret 

Service patrol. 
• $621 for ice-maker for. Secret 

Service men. 
• $475 for swimming pool cleaner. 
$119 for washing machine. 
• $2,000 for desing to correct 

beach erosion. 
• $314 for sea wall ladder. 
• $995 for septic tank and lid. 

The General Services Administra-
tion yesterday made available a break-
down of improvements made by the 
GSA at President Nixon's San Cle-
mente home and at his Key Biscayne 
presidential complex. A partial list 
includes: 
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