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:T
he W

hite H
ouse statem

ent 
disclosing sale of m

uch of 
President N

ixon's San C
lem

- 
. ente property is raising al-
m

ost as m
any questions as 

it answ
ered. 

S
o far the W

hite H
ouse, 

has not com
e up w

ith sub-
stantiV

e new
 answ

ers. P
res-

idential spokesm
en say gen-

erally
 th

ey
're stan

d
in

g
 o

n
 

the three-page account re-
leased

 F
rid

ay
. 

T
he private property the 

P
resid

en
t co

n
tro

ls n
ex

t to
 

his W
estern W

hite H
ouse in 

C
alifornia has been a con-

tin
u
in

g
 su

b
ject o

f in
terest 

since he announced plans to 
acquire it in M

ay 1969. T
he 

statem
ent F

riday disclosed 
that on D

ec. 15, 1970, N
ixon 

so
ld

 m
o
re 'th

an
 2

0
 acres 

o
f lan

d
 w

ith
in

 h
is w

alled
 

com
pound to R

obert A
bplan-

alp, a w
ealthy N

ew
 Y

ork in-
dustrialist w

ho also ow
ns a  h

o
m

e w
ith

in
 th

e F
lo

rid
a 

W
hite H

ouse com
pound at 

K
ey. B

iscayne. 
K

eeps M
ansion 

N
ixon retained 5.9 acres 

and the S
panish-style m

an-
sion overlooking the Pacific 
O

cean. 
T

he statem
ent 

said 
A

b-
planalp paid $1,249,000 for 
the land, w

hich contains no 
b
u
ild

in
g
s. It said

 h
e also

 
loaned N

ixon $625,000 to help 
the P

resident buy the prop-
erty in' the first place. T

hat 
am

ount is $205,000 m
ore 

than the dow
n paym

ent N
ix-

on had to put up for the $1.5 
m

illion purchase. 
S

om
e of the questions the 

statem
ent didn't answ

er: 
W

hy did the W
hite H

ouse 
k

eep
 th

e d
eal a secret for 

nearly 21 /2 years? 
From

 the outset the W
hi(e 

H
ouse said N

ixon intended  to dispose of som
e of the 

p
ro

p
erty

. A
t o

n
e tim

e it 
w

as thought his . presiden-
tial library m

ight be erected 
there. 

P
eriodic inquiries about 

th
e statu

s o
f th

e p
ro

p
erty

 
w

ere usually answ
ered w

ith 
th

e statem
en

t th
at its d

is-
position had not been decid-
ed upon or that it w

as held 
in

 tru
st b

y
 a L

o
s A

n
g
eles 

trust com
pany. 

W
hat does A

bplanalp plan 
to do w

ith the land? 

H
is property is all w

ithin 
the w

all erected by the gov-
ernm

ent to give the N
ixon 

fam
ily privacy. T

he govern-
m

ent guards the entire com
-

pound. T
here is no evidence 

A
b
p
lan

alp
 h

as m
ad

e an
y
 

separate use of his property. 

W
hy 

d
id

 N
ixon

 n
eed

 so 
m

any loans to acquire and 
im

prove the property? 

A
 financial statem

ent re-
leased at the sam

e tim
e he 

announced plans to buy at 
San C

lem
ente show

ed N
ixon 

had $571,000 in proceeds 
from

 a N
ew

 Y
ork apartm

ent 
sale an

d
 cash

. T
h
e W

h
ite 

H
ouse indicated he w

ould 
m

ak
e h

is d
o
w

n
 p

ay
m

en
t 

from
 this m

oney. 

B
u
t it tu

rn
s o

u
t th

at h
e 

signed tw
o m

ortgages total-
ing $1,080,000 and borrow

ed  $625,000 from
 A

bplanalp for 
a total of $1,705,000. T

he to-
tal cost of the property w

as 
$1.5 m

illion and he put in 
im

provem
ents costing $123,- 

514 for a total expenditure of 
$1,623,514. 

A
ssum

ing he used the ex 
cess from

 his borrow
ings to 

help m
ake subSequent m

ort-
gage paym

ents of $116,000 
before the 1970 sale, N

ixon's 
total cash investm

ent in the 
property w

as still only $34,-
514 at the tim

e he sold to A
b-

planalp. 
H

as N
ixon

 red
u

ced
 th

e 
size of h

is. m
ortgage sin

ce 
D

ecem
b

er, 1970, an
d

 if so 
has he needed new

 loans to 
m

ake those paym
ents? 

T
he statem

ent indicates 
he borrow

ed from
 A

bplanalp 
to m

ake $116,000 in m
ort-

gage paym
ents due during 

1970. A
fter the sale the Pres-

ident still ow
ed $340,000 of  an original $1 m

illion m
ort-

gage, believed due in annual 
installm

ents w
ith final pay-

m
ent due by July 1974. T

he 
statem

en
t d

id
 n

o
t refer to

 
any post-1970 paym

ents. 
W

h
at is th

e n
am

e of th
 

in
vestm

en
t com

p
an

y A
 b

-
planalp set to purchase and 
h

o
ld

 h
is seg

m
en

t o
f th

e 
property? 

T
 h e 

statem
en

t d
id

 n
o
t 

say, and A
bplanap, in

 a ra-
dio-telephone call placed to 
h
is h

o
m

e in
 th

e B
ah

am
as 

F
riday, refused to say. 
T

h
e u

ltim
ate q

u
estion

 is 
w

h
eth

er th
e d

eal really oc-
cu

rred
 w

h
en

 an
d

 h
ow

 th
e 

W
hite H

ouse says it did. 
T

he statem
ent w

as clearly 
issued in response to a new

s 
story p

u
b

lish
ed

 tw
o w

eek
s 

ago by the Santa A
na R

egis-
ter alleging that S

enate in-
vestigators believed the S

an 
C

lem
ente property had been 

paid for w
ith leftover 1968 

cam
paign funds. 	

• 
T

he W
hite H

ouse angrily  denied the story. N
o S

enate 
investigating source could 
be located w

ho w
ould con-

firm
 the story. 

Inquiry 
A

fter the story appeared 
th

e A
sso

ciated
 P

ress in
-

quired about the property to 
R

ichard 0
. H

ow
lett, an offi-

cer of T
itle Insurance T

rust 
C

o., w
ho is fam

iliar w
ith the 

property. T
he firm

 holds the 
property in trust and is list-
ed

 as its o
w

n
er in

 p
u
b
lic 

records. 
T

he W
hite H

ouse said the 
sale to A

bplanalp w
as ac-

com
plished by executing an 

assignm
ent of interest in the 

tru
st an

d
 d

eliv
erin

g
 it to

 
T

itle Insurance and T
rust. 

H
ow

lett said he w
as not 

p
erm

itted
 to

 d
isclo

se th
e 

nam
e of the beneficiary of 

the trust. 
B

ut he said, a w
eek before 

the W
hite H

ouse statem
ent, 

that the beneficiary w
as the 

sam
e for all the land parcels 

in the com
pound. 

• 


