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 P

resident N
ixon, 

w
ith governm

ent assistance 
h
as b

u
ilt an

 eleg
an

t, fo
r-

tress-like vacation r e t r eat 
here that he w

ill likely enjoy 
—

 and perhaps profit from
 -

after leaving public life. 
A

 c
o
m

p
le

x
 o

f lo
w

 
ram

bler-type houses, set on a 
few

 acres o
f p

recisely
 an

d
 

expensively landscaped bay-
front property, 'w

ith its ow
n 

h
elico

p
ter p

ad
 an

d
 su

p
p
o
rt 

buildings, m
ake up N

ixon's 
F

lorida "com
pound." 

A
lthough the W

hite H
ouse 

d
o
es n

o
t d

isclo
se su

ch
 fig

-
ures, it is clear to an observ-
er, given a rare opportunity 
to

 co
m

e in
sid

e th
e g

ro
u
n
d
, 

that the form
erly-plain N

ixon 
house now

 is the center of a 
m

illion-dollar estate. 
S

uper S
ecurity 

"T
h
e P

resid
en

t," a W
h
ite 

H
ouse spokesm

an said, "paid 
a portion of the refurbishing 
co

sts, in
 elu

d
in

g
 th

e n
o
n
-

secu
rity

 r elated
 lan

d
scap

-
in

g
." 

T
he heavy security provid-

ed by the super-cautious S
e-

cret S
ervice is a striking fea-

ture of the P
resident's F

lori-
da hom

e. D
ark-suited protec- 

tive agents seem
 to lurk be-

hind every palm
 tree. 

W
alking dow

n one of the 
blacktop drives or along the 
gravel paths, a visitor occa-
sio

n
ally

 catch
es th

e g
lassy

 
stare o

f a h
id

d
en

 T
V

 len
s 

th
at tran

sm
its to

 a S
ecret 

S
ervice control station pic-

tu
re

s o
f e

v
e
ry

th
in

g
 th

a
t 

m
oves outside. 
A

 h
eav

y
 steel an

ti-sh
ark

 
n
e
t su

rro
u
n
d
s th

e
 sm

a
ll 

sandy beach w
here the first 

fam
ily sw

im
s. 

B
oats P

atrol 
T

w
o
 C

o
ast G

u
ard

 p
atro

l 
b
o
ats m

ak
e lazy

 circles 
a
 

few
 hundred yards off shore, 

read
y
 to

 d
isco

u
rag

e w
ater-

borne sightseers and any oth-
ers w

ho venture too close to 
the com

pound. In an em
er-

gency, the boats could also 
evacuate the first fam

ily. 
A

 perm
anent 150 square-

fo
o
t h

elip
ad

, b
u
ilt o

v
er th

e 
w

ater b
y
 th

e G
en

eral S
erv

-
ices A

dm
inistration at a cost 

of $342,358, allow
s the Presi-

dent's shopper to land alm
ost 

at his doorstep. 
N

ix
o
n
, sh

o
rtly

 after h
is 

election, purchased tw
o ad-

jo
in

in
g
 h

o
u
ses o

n
 fash

io
n
ab

le o
n
 h

o
u
se liv

ed
 th

e P
resi-

K
ey B

iscayne for $252,800. dent's chopper-to-land alm
ost 

O
n the right of the m

ain N
ix- friend, C

. G
. "B

ebe" R
ebozo, 

in
 a

 h
o
u
se

 w
o
rth

 a
b
o
u
t 

$100,000. 
S

ight for S
keptics 

A
sid

e fro
m

 a sp
ectacu

lar 
v
ie

w
 o

f B
isc

a
y
n
e
 B

a
y
's 

greenish-blue w
aters and of 

the M
iam

i skyline, about a 
m

ile in the distance, the N
ix-

on-R
ebozo properties w

 e r e 
little d

ifferen
t fro

m
 sev

eral 

P
resid

en
t N

ixo
n

's su
p

erg
u

ard
ed

 K
ey B

iscayn
e h

o
m

e is w
o

rth
 m

illio
n

s 
—
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P
resident's M

illion D
ollar E

state: A
n E

legant F
ortress 

h
u
n
d
r e d

 o
th

er b
each

fro
n
t 

hom
es on the key. 

M
a
n
y
 lo

c
a
l re

sid
e
n
ts 

thought N
ixon paid too m

uch 
fo

r th
e tw

o
 h

o
u
ses, o

n
e o

f 
w

hich he bought from
 form

er 
S

e
n
. G

e
o
rg

e
 S

m
a
th

e
rs 

(D
-F

la.). 
S

k
ep

tics sh
o
u
ld

 see th
e 

place now
. 

In
clu

d
in

g
 N

ix
o
n
's tw

o
 

h
o
u
ses an

d
 R

eb
o
zo

 's, th
e 

presidential com
pound now

 
encom

passes five houses and 
a tw

o
-sto

ry
, arch

itectu
rally

 
com

patible S
ecret S

ervice fa-
cility. 

T
h
e F

irst F
am

ily
 liv

es in
 

the largest house—
a glisten-

ing w
hite ram

bleh w
ith a huge 

picture w
ondiw

 overlooking a 
lu

sh
, g

rassy
 y

ard
 an

d
 th

e 
bay beyond. 

O
ffice-G

uest H
ouse 

T
h
e seco

n
d
 N

ix
o
n
 h

o
u
se 

h
as b

een
 co

n
v
erted

 in
to

 a 
com

bination 	
office-guest 

house. T
he pine-paneled of-

fice is sm
all by presidential 

stan
d
ard

s, in
d
icatin

g
 th

at 
N

ix
o
n
 m

ig
h
t sp

en
d
 m

o
re 

tim
e doing his paper w

ork on 
the sunny patio just outside 
his door. 

R
eb

o
zo

, a K
ey

 B
iscay

n
e 

b
u
sin

essm
an

, co
n
tin

u
es t o

 
liv

e in
 h

is h
o
u
se, m

ak
in

g
 

him
, perhaps, the first friend 

of a P
resident, having no of- 

ficial responsibilities, to ow
n 

property and reside inside a 
G

overnm
ent-run W

hite H
ouse 

facility. 
T

he tw
o other houses in the 

com
pound —

 called "support 
houses" —

 are leased by the 
G

S
A

, presum
ably for the du-

ratio
n
 o

f th
e N

ix
o
n
 ten

u
re, 

and afterw
ard w

ill revert to 
their ow

ners. 
O

rnate F
ence 

T
he entire com

plex is en-
clo

sed
 in

 a n
ew

 iro
n
 fen

ce 
th

at is h
ig

h
er an

d
 m

o
re o

r-
nate than the one surround-
ing the W

hite H
ouse at W

ash-
ington. 

T
all, flo

w
erin

g
 h

ib
iscu

s 
plants hide the grounds and 
p
artly

 o
b
scu

re th
e fen

ce, 
w

h
ic

h
 ru

n
s fo

r se
v
e
ra

l 
h
u
n
d
red

 4
 feet alo

n
g
 B

ay
 

L
ane. 
In

 p
re-N

ix
o
n
  d

ay
s, B

ay
 

L
ane w

as a public thorough-
fare. W

ith the grow
th of the 

com
pound, t h e P

resident's 
protectors have closed it off 
to public traffic, placing or-
n
am

en
tal co

n
crete b

u
n
k
ers 

at one end and an electroni-
cally

-o
p
erated

 g
ate at th

e 
other. 

O
nly official cars and those 

belonging to the half-dozen 
rem

aining private residents 
of B

ay L
ane are allow

ed to 
pass. 


