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Senate Aide Takes Off 
For CubaFact-Finding 

By Spencer Rich 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

In what could herald the State Department to validate 
first tentative gropings of a Holt's passport for travel to 
congressional drive for im- Cuba. 
proved relations with Cuba, Secretaty of State Henry A. Senate Foreign Relations Kissinger, informing Fulbright 
Committee staff director Pat last December that he had de-
M. Holt took off for Cuba yes- tided to approve the visit, terday for a 10-day study mis- made it clear that U.S. policy sion and meetings with top is still to 'discourage travel to 
Cuban officials, it was learned Cuba" and that Holt "in no

way represents the executive from 	State 	Department branch." But he said he was sources. 	 bowing to Fulbright's strong 
Holt, 54, is the first high- I wishes. 

level U.S. official to visit Cuba I Holt's' precedent-shattering in more than a decade. It has visit (the U.S. broke off vela- 
 tions with the regime of Fidel 
Castro on Jan. 3, 1961) was ini-
tiated by the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, not by the 
administration. It is described ,  
as "purely fact-finding," Akin 
to other visits he has made as 
a Latin American specialist 
for the committee over much 
of the past 24 years. 

However, it clearly could 
have larger consequences in 
opening up a dialogue and in 
allowing the Senate commit-
tee to get much closer look at 
the Castro regime and the pos-
sibilities for "caribbean de-
tente." 

Holt, who took over as staff 
director of Foreign Relations 
early this year when Carl 
Marcy retired, was a key ad-
viser to Fulbright during the 
1962 Cuban missile crisis, 
when the sentator was a lead-
ing voice of moderation. Holt 
was also one of the handful of 
insiders advising Fulbright 
during the 1965 U.S. interven-
tion in the Dominican Repulia 
lic, when Fulbright publicly 
denounced U.S. policy and 
broke with president Johnson, 
on of his oldest and closest 
friends. 

Robber Seizes 
Teller's Cash 
An unidentified armed rob-

ber escaped with an undeter-
mined amount of money yes-
terday afternoon from the In-
terstate Building Association 
office at 5100 Wisconsin Ave. 
NW, police said. 

Teller Helen Tanner told 
police the man placed his arm 
around the neck of a customer 
she was assisting and said: 
"Fill it (a briefcase) up and be 
fast, or I'll blow her head off." 
Police said Mrs. Tanner gave 
him money and at his demand 
another teller gave him money 
from a safe. 

Police said the man, armed 
with a large pistol, escaped 
through a nearby parkirig lot. 

taken eight years of pressure 
from Foreign Relations Com-
mittee Chairman J. W. Ful-
bright (D-Ark.) to get the 


